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MODEL ESSAYS

The 185 topics on the following pages may appear on your actual TOEFL. You should become
familiar with the list before you take the TOEFL. Remember that when you take the test you will
NOT have a choice of topics. You must write only on the topic that is assigned to you.

The 185 topics are classified according to their type. Remember this classification is not always
precise. Giving an Explanation can also be called Making an Argument in some cases. Both tasks are
very similar. These classifications are to guide you only.

TOEFL Topics

MA Making an Argument ; 63 34%
AD Agréeing or Disagreeing 54 29%
PR Stating a Preference 39 21%
EX Giving an Explanation 29 16%

As you study these topics and the essays, look for the organizational patterns. Can you find the
three main points and the supporting details in each essay?
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E 1 People attend college or university for many different reasons (for

% example, new experiences, career preparation, increased knowledge).

iﬁ Why do you think people attend college or university? Use specific

reasons and examples to support your answer.

P T S -

People attend college for a lot of different reasons. I believe that the three most
common reasons are 1o prepare for a career, to have new experiences, and to increase
their knowledge of themselves and of the world around them.

Career preparation is probably the primary reason that people attend college. These
days, the job market is very competitive. Careers such as information technology will
need many new workers in the near future. At college, students can learn new skills for
these careers and increase their opportunities for the future.

Students also go 1o college to have new experiences. For many, it is their first time
away from home. At college, they can meet new people from many different places.
They can see what life is like in a different city. They can learn to live on their own and
take care of themselves without having their family always nearby

At college, students bave the opportunity to increase their knowledge. As they
decide what they want to study, pursue their studies, and interact with their classmates,
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they learn a lot about themselves. They also, of course, bave the opportunity to learn
about many subjects in their classes. In addition to the skills and knowledge related to
their career, college students also have the chance to take classes in other areas. For
many, this will be their last chance to study different subjects.

Co;’leges offer much more than career preparation. They offer the opportunity to
have new experiences and to learn many kinds of things. I think all of these are reasons

why people attend college.

v

Do you agree

the best teachers. Use specific reasons and examples to support your
answer.

Parents shape their children from the beginning of their children’s lives. They
teach their children values. They share their interests with them. They develop close emo-
tional ties with them. Parents can be very important teachers in their children’s lives;
however, they are not always the best teachers.

Parents may be too close to their children emotionally. For example, they may
limit a child’s freedom in the name of safety. A teacher may organize an educational
irip to a big city, but a parent may think this trip is too dangerous. A school may want
to take the children camping, but a parent may be afraid of the child getting burt.

Another problem is that parents sometimes expect their children’s interests to be
similar to their own. If the parents love science, they may try to force their child to love
science too. But what if the child prefers ari? If the parents enjoy sports, they may expect
their child to participate on different teams. But what if the child prefers to read?

Parents want to pass on their values to their children. However, things change.
The children of today are growing up in a world different from their parents’ world.
Sometimes parents, especially older ones, can't keep up with rapid social or technologi-
cal changes. A student who bas friends of different races at school may find that bis
Dparents bave narrower views. A student who loves computers may find that ber parents
don’t understand or value the digital revolution.

Parents are imporiant teachers in our lives, but they aren’t always the best teachers.
Fortunately, we have many teachers in our lives. Our parents teach us, our teachers
teach us, and we learn from our peers. Books and newspapers also teach us. All of them
are valuable.

v

Nowadays food has become easier to prepare. Has this change
improved the way people live? Use specific reasons and examples to

support your answer.

have made our lives better. Nowadays we can prepare meals much faster than we could
in the past. We can also enjoy a greater variety of food and eat more bealthfully, all
because of modern methods of food preparation.
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Microwave ovens have made it possible to prepare delicious food quickly. People
these days rarely bave time to shop and prepare meals the old-fashioned way. We live
very fast lives. We are busy working, caring for our families, traveling, playing sports,

_ and many other things. Because of microwave ovens, we have time to enjoy a good
i[ meal with our family and then play soccer, go to a movie, study, or do anything else we
want to afterwards. ;

Modern methods of preserving food bave made it possible to enjoy a wide variety
of food. Because of refrigerators, freezers, canning, and freeze-drying, we can eat fruits
and vegetables that come from far away places. We can prepare a meal one day and
save the leftovers in the refrigerator or freezer to eat at another time. We can keep differ-
ent kinds of food in the refrigerator or on the shelf. It’s easy to always have food avail-
able and to be able to eat completely different meals every day.

\

|

|

' Healthful eating is easier now than it ever was. Because of modern transportation

i methods, fresh fruits and vegetables are available all year round. Modern kitchen appli-

F ances make it easy to prepare fruits and vegetables for cooking. Bread machines make it
possible to enjoy bealthful, home-baked bread whenever we like. We can eat fresh and
bealthful food everyday because modern methods have made preparation easy.

| Our lifestyle is fast, but people still like good food. New food preparation methods
| have given us is more choices. Today we can prepare food that is more convenient,
bealthier, and of greater variety than ever before in history.

| v

It has been said,”Not everything that is learned is contained in books.”
Compare and contrast knowledge gained from experience with

knowledge gained from books. In your opinion, which source is more
important? Why?

b

“Experience is the best teacher” is an old cliché, but I agree with it. We can learn a
Iot of important things from books, but the most important lessons in life come from our
own experiences. Throughout the different stages of life, from primary school to univer-
sity to adulthood, experience teaches us many skills we need for life.

As children in primary school, we learn facts and information from books, but
that is not all we learn in school. On the playground we learn how to make friends. In
our class work, we learn how it feels to succeed and what we do when we fail. We start
to learn about the things we like to do and the things we don’t. We don't learn these
things from books, but from our experiences with our friends and classmates.

In our university classes, we learn a lot of information and skills we will need for
our future careers, but we also learn a lot that is not in our textbooks. In our daily lives
both in class and out of class, we learn to make decisions for ourselves. We learn to take
on responsibilities. We learn to get along with our classmates, our roommates, and our
workmates. Our successes and failures belp us develop skills we will need in our adult
lives. They are skills that no book can teach us.

Throughout our adulthood, experience remains a consiant teacher. We may con-
tinue to read or take classes for professional development. However, our experiences at
work, at home, and with our friends teach us more. The triumphs and disasters of our
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lives teach us how to improve our careers and also how to improve our relationships
and how to be the person each one of us wants to be.

Books teach us a lot, but there is a limit to what they teach. They can give us infor-
mation or show us anotber person’s experiences. These are valuable things, but the
lessons we learn from our own experiences, from childbood through adulthood, are the
most important ones we learn.

-

R o A e
A company has announced that it wishes to build a large factory near
your community. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this
new influence on your community. Do you support or oppose the

factory? Explain your position.
e T

People like factories because they bring new jobs to a community. In my opinion,
however; the benefits of a factory are outweighed by the risks. Factories cause pollution
and they bring too much growth. In addition, they destroy the quiet lifestyle of a small
town. That is why I oppose a plan to build a factory near my community.

Factories cause smog. If we build a new factory, the air we breathe will become
dirty. Everything will be covered with dust. Factories also pollute rivers and streams. Our
water will be too dirty to drink. The environment will be hurt and people’s bealth will be
affected by a factory.

Some people will say that more jobs will be created by a factory. However, this can
have a negative result. Our population will grow quickly. Many new homes and stores
will be built. There will be a lot of traffic on the roads. Fast growth can cause more
harm than good.

Our city will change a lot. It is a pleasant place now. It is safe and quiet.
Everybody knows everybody else. If a factory brings growth to the city, all of this will
change. The smail-town feel will be lost.

A factory would be belpful in some ways, but the dangers outweigh the benefits.
Our city would be changed too much by a factory. I cannot support a plan to build a
new factory bere.

v
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i 6 |MA If you could change one important thlng about your hometown, what

i would you change? Use reasons and specific examples to support your |
| answer.

i S e e SR e S

If I could change one thing about my hometown, I think it would be the fact that
there is no sense of community here. People don't feel connected, they don'’t look out for
each other, and they don't get to know their neighbors.

People here don't feel connected to the community. They come and go a lot. They
change jobs frequently and move on. This means that they don’t put down roots in the
community. They don't join community organizations and they don't get involved in
community issues. They don'’t participate in the schools or try to beautify the neighbor-
hoods. They don't feel like community members. :
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People don’t try ) support others around them. They don’t waich out for each |
others’ children or check in on elderly neighbors. They may not know if a neighbor loses i
a loved one. There’s not a lot of community support for individuals. f

Neighbors don’t get to know each other. When neighbors go on vacation, 1o one
walches their house for them. When neighbors’ children ride their bikes through some-
one’s garden, there’s no casual, friendly way of mentioning the problem. A simple
problem becomes a major disagreement.

My hometown is a nice place to live in many ways, but it would be much nicer if !
we had that sense of community. |

v \

How do movies or television influence people’s behavior? Use reasons
and specific examples to support your answer.

Television is a big influence in the lives of most of us. We spend bhours every week
watching television programs, so of course this will affect our bebavior. Unfortunately,
the effect of television is usually negative. Television makes people more violent, more
inactive, and less imaginative.

Many programs and movies on television are violent. The more we see violence on
television, the less sensitive we become to it. Eventually violence doesn't seem wrong. This
is especially true because violence on television doesn’t seem 1o have consequences.
Actors can be killed and come back for another movie. Sometimes we confuse that with
reality and we forget that killing someone is permanent. ;

Watching television makes us less active. The act of watching television requires
almost no activity on the part of the watcher. We just turn it on and change the chan- I
nels. In addition, all the time that we spend in_front of the television is time that we are
not spending moving around, playing a sport, or taking a walk.

When we watch television, we don’t exercise our imagination. All the stories are |
told for us. We don’t even have to imagine what a character or a place looks like
because everything is shown to us. When we have television, we don't bave to invent a
way to spend a few free moments. We just turn on the television and watch.

Television is a big influence in modern life and it can be a valuable educational
tool. The other side of television, however, is that it has a strong negative effect on our
bebavior, encouraging us to accept violence and lo be inactive and unimaginative.

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television has |
destroyed communication among friends and family. Use specific

reasons and examples to support your opinions.

Some people believe that television has destroyed communication among friends '
and family. In my opinion, however, the opposite is true. Television can increase com- -
munication. News and other information we see on TV gives us things to discuss with

our friends and family. TV also belps us understand each other beiter because we all

have access to the same TV programs. Finally, TV can belp us share our interests with

other people.
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Television programs give us things to think and talk about. These days it is always
possible to bear up-to-the minute news every time we turn on the television. We hear
about things bappening all around the world that directly affect our lives. Everybody
bas opinions about these things and everybody wanits to discuss their opinions with
other people. So, TV news and information programs encourage us to discuss our ideas
with our friends and family. '

No maiter what city you live in, you bave access to the same TV programs as
people in other parts of the country. When you. go to a new city to work, study, or take a
vacation, you will already have something in common with the people there. When
you meet new people, you will probably be familiar with at least some of the same TV
programs. This gives you something to talk about and a way to begin new friendships.

Most people use TV as a way to pursue their interests. People who play sports
usually like to watch sports on TV. People who like to cook watch cooking shows. If your
[riends and family waich some of the same programs as you do, they can learn more
about the things that interest you. This is an excellent form of communication that belps
people understand each other better.

TV is a tool that gives us access to information, entertainment, and education.
When we watch programs that interest us, we want to share this interest with other
people. That is why I believe TV encourages communication among people.

v

Some people prefer to live in a small town. Others prefer to live in a
big city.Which place would you prefer to live in? Use specific reasons
and details to support your answer.

I grew up in a small town and then moved to a big city. I didn'’t think I would like
living bere, but I was wrong. I think life is much better in a big city. Transportation is
much more convenient, everything is more exciting, and there is a greater variety of
people. I can’t imagine ever living in a small town again.

Transporiation is easier in a city. In a small town, you bave to have a car to get
around because there isn't any kind of public transportation. In a city, on the other
band, there are usually buses and laxis, and some cities bave subways. Cities often have
heavy traffic and expensive parking, but it doesn’t matter because you can always take
the bus. Using public transportation is usually cheaper and more convenient than
driving a car, but you don’t bave this choice in a small town.

City life is more exciting than small town life. In small towns usually nothing
changes. You see the same people every day, you go to the same two or three restaurants,
everything is the same. In a city things change all the time. You see new people everyday.
There are many restaurants, with new ones to choose from all the time. New plays come
to the theaters and new musicians come fo the concert halls.

Cities bave a diversity of people that you don'’t find in a small town. There are
much fewer people in a small town and usually they are all alike. In a city you can
Jind people from different countries, of different religions, of different races—you can
find all kinds of people. This variety of people is what makes city life interesting.

Life in a city is convenient, exciting, and interesting. After experiencing city life,
could never live in a small toun again.

SR b P
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v

“When people succeed, it is because of hard work. Luck has nothing to
do with success.” Do you agree or disagree with the quotation above?

Use specific reasons and examples to explain your position.

T

When people succeed, it is because of hard work, but luck has a lot to do with it,
t00. Luck is often the final factor that turns years of working bard into success. Luck bas
helped people invent and discover things, it has belped people become famous, and it
has helped people get jobs.

Many people bave discovered or invented things with the belp of luck. Columbus
worked hard for years to prepare for bis trip around the world, Many thought be was
crazy, but still be was able to get support for his endeavor. He worked hard to be able to
make his trip to India, but it was because of luck that be actually found the Americas.

Luck can belp people become famous. Consider movie stars. Many work hard to
learn bow to act. They take acting classes. They work at small, low-paying jobs in order
1o gain experience. Then one day a lucky actor may be given a certain part in a movie,
and be gets noticed for it. Or be meets a movie director at the right time and place.
Years of hard work bring him close to success, but that one lucky chance finally belps
bim succeed.

Because of luck, many people find jobs. A person may spend weeks writing and
sending off résumés, looking at belp wanted ads, and going on job interviews. But often
it is because of luck that a job bunter meets the person who will give bim or ber a job, or
hears of an opportunity that isn't advertised in the newspaper. Being in the right place
at the right time is often what gels a person a job, and that is all about hick.

It is certainly difficult to be successful without hard work, but bard work also
needs to be belped by a little luck. Luck bhas helped many people, both famous and
ordinary, become successful. I think that luck and bard work go band in hand.

v

i o

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities
should give the same amount of money to their students’ sports

activities as they give to their university libraries. Use specific reasons
and examples to support your opinion.

1 disagree strongly with the idea that the same amount of money should go to uni-
versity sports activities as to university libraries. Although playing sports is an important
part of education, libraries are fundamental. Students cannot study without them and
they require a lot of financial support to maintain up-to-date technology, to keep new
books and magazines on the shelves, and. to keep them operating.

Students need up-to-date library facilities to get a good education. They need com-
puterized programs and access to Internet research databases. It costs money to have
these things available, but they are fundamental to education. If a university offers its
students only resources of a decade ago, it deprives those students of a tremendous
amount of information.

Although we get a lot of information from computers and the Internet, university
libraries still need to maintain a complete book and magazine collection. Every day
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new information is published on every subject, and every university wants to have this
information available to its students. Again, this requires money.

It also costs money for universities to operate their libraries. University libraries are
usually open for long bours and during this time they use beat and electricity. Most
important, a university library needs a well-educated, knowledgeable staff. In order to
be able to hire the best people, they bave to be able to pay good salaries.

University students are only going to benefit from their education if they can get
all the tools they need to learn. Sports are secondary to the resources that students need
Jrom university libraries. For this reason, libraries should always be better funded than
sports activities.

Many people visit museums when they travel to new places.Why do

you think people visit museums? Use specific reasons and examples to

support your answer.

T T T L R R

: People visit musewms for a number of reasons. They visit museums when traveling
to new places because a museum tells them a lot about the culture of those places. They
also go to museums to have fun. People also are usually interested in museums that
Jeature unusual subjects. It's impossible to get bored in a museum.

When visiting someplace new, you can find out about the culture of that place in
many ways. The easiest way to learn about a culture, though, is by visiting its museums.
Museums will show you the bistory of the place you're visiting. They’ll show you what art
the locals think is important. If there aren’t any museums, that tells you something, too.

Museums are fun. Even if you're not interested in art or bistory, there is always
something to get your attention. Many museums now have what they call “bands-on”
exhibits. These exhibits bave activities such as pushing a bution to bear more about
what you're looking at, or creating your own work of art. Everyone, from child to aduit
enjoys these hands-on activities in museums.

People also enjoy visiting museums about unusual subjects. For instance, in my
hometown there's a museum devoted to the potato. This museum has art made out of -
Dpotatoes. It also tells the history of the potdto, and sells unusual items such as potato
dolls. People enjoy visiting this museum because it is so unusual. There is no other place
like it _

People everywhere like museums. They like learning about interesting and unusual

things. No matter who you are or what you like, there is a museum that will amaze and
interest You.

e

| Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other people
§ prefer to prepare and eat food at home. Which do you prefer? Use
| specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Although many people prefer to eat at restaurants because it is easier than cooking
at home, I prefer to prepare food at home. I believe it is much cheaper and healthier to
eat at home, and it can be more convenient, t00.
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While eating in restaurants is fast, the money you spend can add up. When I have
dinner at a restaurant, the bill is usually $25 or more. I can buy a lot of groceries with
that much money. Even lunch at a food stand can easily cost seven or eight dollars.
That'’s enough to feed the whole family at home.

Eating at home is better for you, too. Meals at restaurants are often high in fat and
calories. When you cook at home, however, you can control what you eat. You can cook
with low-fat and low-calorie ingredients. Restaurants also ofien serve big plates of food.
You may eat a full plate of food at a restaurant “because you paid for it,” while at home
you can control your portion size. You can serve yourself as little as you want.

It may seem more convenient fo eat at a restaurant because you don’t have to
shop, cook, or clean up. All you do is eat. Cooking at home, however, can actually be
more convenient. There are lots of simple meals that don’t take long to prepare. In addi-
tion, when you eat at home, you don’t have to drive to the restaurant, look for a parking
space, wait for a table, and wait for service.

People often choose to eat at restaurants because it seems more convenient. I find,
howeuver, that cooking at home is actually easier, and it is cheaper and healthier as well.

v

Some people believe that university students should be required to
attend classes. Others believe that going to classes should be optional

for students. Which point of view do you agree with? Use specific rea-
sons and details to support your answer.

Some people believe that going to classes should be optional for university students,
but I disagree. Students learn a lot more in classes than they can learn from books. In
class they have the advantage of learning from the teacher, of interacting with their
classmates, and of developing the responsibility it takes to be a good student.

When students attend class, they receive the benefit of the teacher’s knowledge.

The best teachers do more than just go over the material in the class textbook. They draw
their students into discussion of the material. They present opposing points of view. They
provide additional information by inviting guest speakers or showing documentary
Silms. -

Going to class also teaches students how to work with other people. In class,
students have to present their ideas to their classmates. They bave to defend their ideas
if their classmates disagree with them, but still remain friendly when the discussion is
over. They bave to learn to work in groups to complete class projects.

| Attending classes teaches students responsibility. Having to be at a particular place
: at a particular time prepares them for getting a job. Having to complete assignments on
5': time also belps develop responsibility. :

: Anyone can get information from books, but students get a great many more

% advantages when they attend class. They get the benefit of the teacher’s knowledge and

| experience, and even more than that, they learn how to work with others and to develop
a sense of responsibility. These are not optional skills in life, so attending classes should

| not be optional at a university.
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Neighbors are the people who live near us. In your opinion, what are

the qualities of a good neighbor? Use specific details and examples in
your answer.

There are several qualities that a good neighbor has. If you bave a good neighbor,
you are a lucky person. You have someone who is respectful of your property, who is
helpful with the little day-to-day problems that arise, and who is supportive in times of

A good neighbor respects your property. This means she asks for your permission
before doing something that may affect you. She doesn't plant a buge tree between your
houses without asking you how you feel about it. If she wanis to put up a fence, she tells
you about ber plans first.

A good neighbor is willing to lend a hand when you need a little belp. He lends
you some milk if you run out, or gives you a ride if your car breaks down. He lets your
children stay at his house if you get stuck working overtime. You do the same for bim.
Both of you belp make each other’s lives easier.

When you go through a crisis, like a death in the family, a good neighbor volun-
teers io belp in any way she can. She might do something small, like prepare a few
meals for you. Or, she might do something big, like help you get through the sadness of
a funeral.

A neigbbor can be as close as a good friend, or more like a distant acquaintance.
Either way, a good neighbor is someone who respects you and supports you as be can.
We should all be lucky enough to have good neighbors.

-

It has recently been announced that a new restaurant may be built in

your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use
specific reasons and details to support your answer.

1I can see both advantages and disadvantages to having a new restaurant built in
our neighborhood. I believe, however, that the disadvantages outweigh the advantages.
A new restaurant would bring more traffic problems to the area. In addition, it could
attract undesirable people. Most of all, I think there are other types of business that
would be more beneficial to the neighborhood.

Traffic congestion is already a problem in our neighborbood. Our streels are 100
narrow for the traffic we have now. A new restaurant would just bring more traffic. In
addition, it is difficult to find parking on our streets, especially on weekend evenings.
Unless it had its own parking lot, a new restaurant would make it even harder for
residents to find places to park their cars.

I'm also concerned about the type of patrons the new restaurant would bring into
our neighborbood. If the restaurant serves drinks and bas dancing, there could be
problems. The restaurant would stay open late and people leaving the restaurant might
be drunk. They could be noisy too. This is not the kind of thing I want to see in my
neighborhood. -
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Finally, there are other types of businesses that we need in our neighborbood more. ' :
We already bave a restaurant and a couple of coffee shops. But we don’t have a book-
store or a pharmacy, and we have only one small grocery store. I would prefer fo see
one of these businesses established bere rather than anotber restaurant. Any one of them
would be more useful to the residents and would maintain the quiet atmosphere of our
Streets.

A new restaurant could disrupt the quiet lifestyle of our neighborbood. It might
bring jobs, but it would also bring traffic and noise, and it would use space that might
be better used for another Ljpe of business. This is why I would oppose a plan for a new
restaurant.

v

Some people think that they can learn better by themselves than with
a teacher. Others think that it is always better to have a teacher. Which

do you prefer? Use specific reasons to develop your essay. : l

Most people can learn to do something simple on their own with just a set of
instructions. However, to learn about something more complex, it’s always best to have a i
teacher. Teachers belp you find the way you learn best. They belp you stay focused on
what you're learning. They provide you with a wider range of information than you ‘
might find on your own. In short, teachers provide you with a lot more support and |
knowledge than you can usually get by yourself. j

Teachers can belp students learn in the way that is best for each student because
teachers understand that different people have different learning styles. For example,
some students learn better by discussing a topic. Others learn more by writing about . ; |
A teacher can belp you follow your learning style, while a book can give you only one :
way of learning something.

Teachers belp you focus on what you are learning. They can help keep you from
becoming distracted. They can show you the most important points in a lesson that
you have to understand. If you study on your own, it might be difficult to keep yom'
attention on the material, or to know which parts are most important.

Teachers bring their own knowledge and undemandmg of the topic to the lesson. 5 }
A book presents you with certain information, and the teacher can add more. The 5
teacher might also have a different point of view from the book, and can provide other
sources of information and ideas, as well.

There is nothing wrong with studying on your own. For the best possible learning,
though, a teacher is the biggest belp you can have.

v | I

What are some important qualities of a good supervisor (boss)? | i
Use specific details and examples to explain why these qualities are ‘ |
important.

Even though job situations can be very different, there are several qualities that all | |
good supervisors have in common. A good supervisor treals her employees fairly. She gives ! ‘
clear directions. Most important of all, she acts as a good example for ber employees. |
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A good supervisor is fair. She treats all her employees with equal respect and
doesn’t bave favorites. She uses the same set of criteria to evaluate each employee’s
performance. She doesn't let ber personal feelings about an individual influence her
treatment of him.

A good supervisor gives clear and understandable directions. She doesn’t constant-
ly change her mind about what she wants employees to do. She also doesn’t get angry
when an employee is confused and needs more explanation.

Finally, a good supervisor sels the standards for ber employees by ber own bebay-
ior. She works hard and acts responsibly and gels her work done.on time. She can only
expect her employees to act professionally if she acts professionally, too.

Employees are more likely to do the best job they can when they are treated fairly,

given good directions, and have a good example in front of them. This is why good
supervisors are so important to the success of any type of business.

NS

Should governments spend more money on improving roads and high
ways, or should governments spend more money on improving public
transportation (buses, trains, subways)? Why? Use specific reasons and

details to develop your essay.

S S

e |

Governments should definitely spend more money on improving all forms of
public transportation. The widespread use of private cars bas contributed to some
serious problems in society, including depletion of natural resources, increased pollu-
tion, and the loss of a sense of community. By encouraging the use of public transporta-
tion, governments can do a lot to counteract these problems.

Cars depend on oil and gasoline, which are nonrenewable resources. Once we
have used them up, they are gone forever. Every time a person gels into a private car to
go to work, to the store, or anywbere, gasoline is used up just to take one person to one
Dlace. The more people drive their cars, the more resources are used up. When people
use public transportation, on the other hand, less oil and gasoline are used up per
person.

Cars cause pollution. Every time a person drives bis car somewhbere, more pollution
is put into the air. In many big cities, the bigh amount of air pollution causes bealth
problems for the residents. Public transportation means fewer cars on the road, and that
means less pollution.

Cars tend to isolate people from each other. When a person uses a private car, be is
alone or only with people that be already knows. He doesn’t have the opportunity to see
other people or talk to them or feel that be is part of a larger community. When be uses
public transportation, however, be is surrounded by neighbors and other fellow city
residents. He has a chance to be with people he might not otherwise see, and maybe
even 1o get to know them a little.

Environmental problems and increased isolation are some of the most serious
problems of modern society. Encouraging the use of public transportation is one way
governments can work against these problems and start creating a better world.
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v

It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. I

Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to devel- !
op your essay. |

I bave to disagree that it is better for children to grow up in the countryside. In the |
countryside, children bhave limited opportunities to see and learn about things. In the ;
city, on the other hand, they are exposed to many different things. They see all kinds of i
different people every day. They have opportunities to attend many cultural events. They '
see people working in different kinds of jobs and therefore can make better choices for '
their own future. Growing up in the city is definitely better. :

All different kinds of people live in the city, while in a small town in the country- f
side people are often all the same. City people come from other parts of the country or i
even from other countries. They are of different races and religions. When children ;‘
grow up in this situation, they have the opportunity to learn about and undersiand _
different kinds of people. This is an important part of their education. ‘

|
|

In the city, there are many opportunities to attend cultural events, whereas such
opportunities are usually limited in the countryside. In the cily there are movies and
theaters, museums, zoos, and concerts. In the city children can attend cultural events
every weekend, or even more ofien. This is also an important part of their education.

People in the city work in different kinds of jobs, while in the countryside there
often isn’t a variety of job opportunities. People in the city work at all different types and |
levels of professions, as well as in factories, in service jobs, and more. Children growing |
up in the city learn that there is a wide variety of jobs they can choose from when they
grow up. They have a greater possibility of choosing a career that they will enjoy and do
well in. This is perbaps the most important part of their education.

People usually move to the city because there are more opportunities there.

Children who grow up in the city have these opportunities from the time they are smail. |
The city is definitely a better place for children to grow up. |

* |

In general, people are living longer now. Discuss the causes of this

phenomenon. Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.

People are living to be much older these days for a number of reasons. The main
reasons are grealer access lo health care, improved bealth care, and better nutrition.

|
|
h : Basic health care is available to more people now. When someone is seriously ill, i
he or she can go to a public hospital. There are also more clinics and doctors than there |
-used to be. Years ago, health care wasn’t available to everyone. Some people didn’t live |
near a doctor or hospital and others couldn't pay for the care they needed.

People also live longer because the quality of health care has improved. Doctors ?|
now know more about diseases and cures. Years ago, people died young because of -
simple things such as an infection or a virus. Now we have antibiotics and other
medicines to belp cure infections. : |
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The quality of nutrition has improved also. We eat more bealthfully than we used
to. We know that eating low-fat food can prevent beart disease, and we know that eal-
ing fruits and vegetables can prevent cancer.

Improved bealth care and bealthy eating babits allow us to live longer. Now we
need to make sure that everyone in the world bas these benefits.

v

e e e

PR AT D C U
22 |MA | We all work or will work in jObS W|th many dlfferent kinds of people.In
your opinion, what are some important characteristics of a co-worker
(someone you work closely with)? Use reasons and specific examples
to explam why these characteristics are :mportant

T've worked in several offices, and I've found there are certain characteristics that
all good co-workers have in common. They tend to be cooperative people, they adapt
well to changes, and they are helpful to others in the office. People who have these
characteristics are easy to work with.

A good co-worker is very cooperative. She does ber best to get along with others. Sbe
tries to do her part well because she knows that if one person doesn't get her work done,
it affects everyone else. She also has a positive attitude that creates a pleasant working
environment.

A good co-worker is adaptable. She is not stubborn about changes in schedules or
routines. She doesn’t object to having ber job description revised. She has no problem
with new procedures and welcomes changes when they come.

A good co-worker is belpful. She belps out when someone falls behind in bis or her
work. She is willing to change her schedule to accommodate another worker’s emer-
gency. She doesn’t kegp track of how often she has to lake on extra work.

We spend more time with our co-workers during the week than we do with our
Samily. Thus, it's important for our co-workers 1o be people we can get along with. When
co-workers are cooperative, adaptable, and belpful, everyone gets along beiter and can
get their job done well.

v
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23 [MA In some countries, teenagers have jobs while they are still students. .
Do you think this is a good idea? Support your opinion by using 0
specific reasons and details.

&
.

?\
o
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I don't think it is a good idea for teenagers to have jobs while they are still studenis.
It can interfere with their studies, it can disrupt their home life, and it takes away part
of their childbood that they can never replace.

A job can interfere with a teenager’s schoolwork. Education today is very complex
and difficult. In order to learn and get good grades, a student must work very hard and
concentrate. This means attending classes for most of the day, then doing research for
projects, then going home and doing homework. It is very difficult to do all this and
have a job, too.

Having a job can also disrupt a teenager’s home life. If a teenager bas a job to go
to after school, he won't be home for dinner. He won't be home afler dinner either, and

m




172 HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE TOEFL ESSAY

may not get home until late at night. This means be doesn’t have much time to spend
with bis family. Teenagers may be almost grown up, but they still need the companion-
ship and support they get from their families.

The main drawback of a teenager baving a job is that he misses out on the fin of
being young. He bas a whole lifetime abead of him in which be’'ll have to earn a living.
This is the last free time be’ll bave. It’s the last chance be’ll have to bang out with friends
and just enjoy himself. Soon enough be’ll bave to start worrying about paying the rent
and buying food.

Jobs bring money, but money isn’t everything. For a teenager it is important to
concentrate on bis studies, spend time with bis family, and enjoy being young. A
teenager with a job gives up too much.

v

A person you know is planning to move to your town or city. What do

you think that person would like and dislike about living in your town
or city. Why? Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.

A friend of mine from college is moving to my city. I think there are things she
will like about living here, but there are also things she might dislike. I like living here
because there are a lot of things to do, there are a lot of nice neighborboods to live in,
and we have beautiful parks. On the other hand, my friend might not like it because it’s
very crowded and expensive and we'’re far from beautiful places like the mountains
and the beach.

Living in this city is very exciting because there are so many interesting things to
do, although you pay a price for it. We bave museums, art galleries, and lots of movie
theaters. We have restauranis with food from all over the world. However, when you go
10 these places they are always very crowded. Also, there is almost always heavy traffic
on the way and it is difficult to find parking once you arrive. I know my ﬁ*zend likes
Deace and quiet, so she may not enjoy the crowds in my city.

In this city we have many beautiful neighborboods, although some of them are
very expensive. We have neighborboods of old houses with interesting architecture. We
have more modern neighborhoods with new apartment buildings. We have lots of nice
Dlaces to live, but it isn't always easy to find a.place that you can afford. I know ny

Jriend doesn’t earn a big salary, so she might not like this aspect of living bere.

Even though we are far from the countryside, we bave many beautiful, natural
areas right bere in the city. We have a big park where people go hiking and biking, and
in the winter they go ice skating. We also have many small parks throughout the city
and lots of trees and gardens. It is a pretty city and I know my friend will like that.
However, we are far from the mountains and far from the beach. I know my friend likes
10 spend time in the countryside, so she might not like living far away from those places.

All'in all, there are both advantages and disadvantages to living bere. My friend
will have to decide if she prefers excitement and crowds or quiet and nature before she
makes ber final decision about moving bere.
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It has recentFy been announced that a large shopping center may be
built in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why?
Use specn" ic reasons and details to support your answer.

R e e S e

There would be both advantages and disadvantages to having a shopping center
built in my neighborhood. Overall, however, I think the advantages are greater. One
important advantage would be convenience. In addition, a shopping center would give
neighborhood residents more choices for shopping and entertainment and it would
bring jobs to the area, too.

It would be very convenient to have a shopping center in the neighborhood.
Shopping would be easier and faster because I wouldn’t bave to drive great distances
10 get 1o the stores. Also, all the stores would be together, so I would only have to go to
one place.

A shopping center would mean more choices. There would be more stores selling
different products. There would probably also be restaurants and food courts, so we
would have a greater variety of places to eat. The shopping center might have a movie
theater, too.

Hawving a shopping center built in the neighborbood would also mean more jobs
Jfor the community. Initially, these jobs would be in the building of the center. Later, the
Jobs would be in the stores, theaters, and food establishments.

I can see some disadvantages to building a shopping center bere, On the whole,
though, I think my neighborbood should support having a shopping center bere. It
- would be a big convenience, it would give us variety in our shopping and entertain-
ment, and it would create jobs for area residenis.

v

in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why?
Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

Some people will say that a new movie theater in our neighborhood would be a
bad thing. However, I fully support the plan to build one. I feel that a movie theater
would provide more opportunities for entertainment, reduce teenage delinquency, and
bring more business to our town.

A movie theater would provide a much needed source of entertainment to our
area. Right now, there is little to do in my town. There is almost nowbere to go in the
evenings, and the nearest place that has movie theaters and restaurants is thirty minutes

away. If we build a movie theater bere, we can enjoy evenings right in our own
neighborhood.

A movie theater would reduce juvenile delinquency. Like everywhere else, teenagers
here are bored. They need activities to keep them busy and out of trouble. A movie
theatre would not only provide them with entertainment, it would also be a source of
Jobs for them. We need more businesses that want to employ young people, and a movie
theater is the perfect sort of business for that.
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A movie theater would attract more business to our town. People who come from
other towns to use our movie theater would also shop in our stores. New stores and
restavrants might open because there would be more customers for them. Our town
could become more prosperous, and more interesting, too.

1 believe our town would benefit greatly from a new movie theater. It would make
life bere more interesting and could make us more prosperous. 1 fully support the plan
and hope that others in the neighborbood will join me to convince residents and local
governments.

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should
sometimes do things that they do not enjoy doing. Use specific

reasons and examples to support your answer.
S

I agree that people should sometimes do things that they don't enjoy doing. This is
a basic part of life. There are many small things we have to do in both our personal
and professional lives that we may not enjoy, but that are part of our responsibilities. In
addition, sometimes by doing things we don’t enjoy, we actually learn to like them.

Most people’s personal lives are filled with tasks that they don't enjoy doing, but they
do them anyway. Who likes going to the doctor or dentist, for example? But we do this
because we know that it is important to take care of our bealth. I don’t know many people
who like changing the oil in their cars or mowing the lawn. We do these things, however,
because we understand that we need to maintain our personal property.

Similarly, our professional lives are filled with tasks that are not fun, but that are
necessary parts of our jobs. No one likes to do boring assignments or to work with some-
one who no one else likes. If we're in management, we may sometimes bave to fire
someone. No one likes io do things like these, but if they are part of our professional
responsibilities, we have to do them.

On the other band, sometimes doing something we don’t enjoy can lead to enjoy-
ment. Simply by trying it again, we may decide we like doing it. For insiance, we may
think we bate 1o dance. We agree to go to a club only to please someone else. Yet, for
some reason, this time we enjoy dancing. The same can be true of trying new foods or
going lo a new type of museum.

Not everyihing in life is fun. Unpleasant or boring tasks are a necessary part of life.
We don't like them, but we do them anyway. And sometimes they surprise us and turn
into something enjoyable.

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television,
newspapers, magazines, and other media pay too much attention to

the personal lives of famous people such as public figures and
celebrities. Use specific reasons and details to explain your opinion.

I think the media pay too much aitention to the private lives of famous people.
They discover things that bappened years ago and report them as if they still mattered.
They publicize things about famous people’s lives that are really private, personal
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maiters. They put out information that could end up having a bad effect on a person’s
Jamily and personal life. They do this just to entertain the public, but I don't find it
entertaining at all.

The media like to dig up bad information about the past actions of famous people.
They find out that a person took drugs when he was young, or that someone was a
reckless driver and caused a bad accident. Then a person in ber forties bas to explain
something that she did when she was fifteen. I don’t understand bow something that
happened so long ago could have any interest or importance now.

The media says that the public bas the right to know about the private actions of
Sfamous people. They say it is our right to know if someone had an extramarital affair or
didn’t pay back some money that he owed. I say these are personal matters. We respect
the privacy of ordinary people and we should do the same for famous people.

The media seem to report these things without considering what might happen as
a result. Reporting on a celebrity’s personal affairs could have an effect on that person’s
Jamily, especially the children. A celebrity’s good name and credibility could be ruined
before be or she can prove that the rumors are false. A person’s entire career could be
ruined by something that is reported in the media.

- Having details of one’s personal life reported in public can have all sorts of nega-
tive consequences on a person’s life. Ordinary people don't have to suffer this sort of
attention, and I see no reason why celebrities should eitber.

v
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Some people believe that the Earth is being harmed (damaged) by
human activity. Others feel that human activity makes the Earth a
better place to live.What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and
examples to support your answer.

Sl s

The quality of buman life bas improved greatly over the past few centuries, but
Earib is being harmed more and more by human activity. As we develop our technolo-
gy, we use more and more natural resources and cause more and more pollution. As
our population grows, we destroy more and more natural areas in order to expand
towns and cities. The Earth is being harmed, and this harms people as well.

We often act as if we bave unlimited natural resources, but this isn't true. If we cut
down too many trees to build bouses and make paper, not all the trees will grow back.
If we caich too many fish, the fish population will get smaller and smaller. If we aren’t
careful about how we use our natural resources, we will lose many of them. We are
already losing some.

We don't seem to pay attention to the amount of pollution human activity can
cause. Our cars pollute the air. Our factories pollute both the air and the water. We
throw our waste into rivers and streams. We act as if the air and water can clean them-
selves up, but they can't.

As urban populations grow, the cities grow too, taking over more and more land.
New houses, stores, and office buildings are built all the time. Land that was once forest
or farms is now parking lots and apartment buildings. We seem to act as if we bave
unlimited land, but we don't. We need to plan more carefully so that we use our limited
land in the best way possible.

175
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People need to respect the Earth and ry to preserve it. If we don't, we will lose all
the natural resources that we depend on for life. Then what will bappen?

v -

It has recently been announced that a new high school may be built in

your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use
specific reasons and details in your answer.

I oppose baving a new high school built in my neighborbood. I don'’t think there is
a real need for one. I think it would cause traffic problems in our area, and it would
mean that we would lose the use of our beautiful neighborbood park. I don’t think a
high school would be of any benefit to us at all.

First of all, there are very few teenagers in our neighborbood. Most of the residents
here are either retired or are young couples with babies and small children. This means
that most of the high school students would come from other parts of town, but that the
majority of the people who live bere would not benefit. -

Second, a high school would cause a lot of traffic. Most of the students would live
too far away to walk to school, so they would come by car or school bus. In addition to
the traffic on regular school days, there would be even more traffic after school and on
weekends for sports events, school drama productions, and other school activities. This
would disrupt the quiet life style of our neighborhood.

Finally, everyone in the neighborbood would be upset by the loss of the park, which
is the site that has been selected for the high school. Parents take their small children to
the park every day to play. Older people like to walk there in the evenings after dinner.
On weekends, people enjoy having picnics and playing games in the park. We would be
sorry to lose our neighborbood park.

Our town may need a new high school, but our neighborhood is not the right
Dplace for it. We don’t want our quiet lifestyle disrupted, and most people in this area
have no need for a high school, anyway.

W

Some people spend their entire lives in one place. Others move a ' |
number of times throughout their lives, looking for a better job, house,
community, or even climate. Which do you prefer: staying in one

place or moving in search of another place? Use reasons and specific , |
examples to support your opinion. : : |

Even though I have lived in the same house, in the same neighborbood, in the
same city my entire life, I know I would be bappy living in a variety of places. |
Moving would expose me to new people, new weather, and new housing. I &

Even if I moved to another part of my own city, I would encounter new people. I 3
Each neighborbood has a distinct personality. If I moved to a new neighborhood,
I would meet the shopkeepers and residents that shape that neighborhood’s person- | &
ality. It would be a new experience for me and I could become part of a new ’
community.
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If 1 want to experience a different kind of climate, I would bave to move far
from my city. Where I live now, it is the same temperature all year. I would like to
go to a place where there are four seasons so I can experience really cold weather.
1 would like to walk in the snow and learn winter sports such as skiing.

Now I live with my parents in their bouse. It is a one-story house built around
a courtyard where we spend a lot of time. If I could move to a different kind of
house, 1 would like to live in an apartment on a very high floor so I could see all
around me. I could also meet my neighbors on the elevator and we could get
together for coffee in my apartment.

1 like to bave variety in my life. I like to bave the opportunity to get to know
different kinds of people and see new places. I can go far away to do this, or I can
do it close to where I live now. Either way, I think it is important to experience a
variety of places and people, and I want to do this while I am still young.

v

Is it better to enjoy your money when you earn it, or is it better to save

your money for some time in the future? Use specific reasons and

examples to support your opinion.
S

When I have a choice between spending money or putting it in my savings
account at the bank, I always put it in the bank. I will bave a lot of expenses in the
future, like my education, travel, and unforeseen emergencies. I need to set money
aside for these expenses. '

Education is expensive. I can’t depend on my parents to pay all my bills. I
have tuition, room and board, books, and incidental expenses to pay for. My
parents belp me, but I have to pay part of it. If I spend my money now, I won't be
able to pay for my education.

Travel is also very expensive. I don’t mean vacation travel. I mean travel to
and from school, because my school is far from home. First I bave to get to school,
then, of course, I want to return to my family for important festivals and family
occasions. I need to save money for these trips.

Emergencies could arrive at any moment. I might bave an unexpected illness
while I am at school. One of my family members may need belp and I will have
to send them money. You can’t predict emergencies like these, but you can be
prepared. I need to save money for these emergencies.

When you are not rich, you cannot spend your money carelessly. You must
plan abead. I know I will have expenses for my schooling and for traveling to and
[from home. I know that I will also have unexpected expenses from time to time.

I must be prepared. I need to save money for these events.

177
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You have received a gift of money. The money is enough to buy either
a piece of jewelry you like or tickets to a concert you want to attend.
Which would you buy? Use specific reasons and details to support
your answer.

The choice between spending money on tickets to a concert or spending money on
Jewelry is an easy one. Given this choice, I would buy jewelry. The reasons are obvious.
Jewelry is an investment, it is permanent, and. it is fashionable.

Jewelry is a very good investment. It is a good idea for everyone to own some gold
Jewelry because its value increases every year. In addition, if you bave a financial prob-
lem, you can always sell your jewelry to get the money you need. You could not sell your
used concert ticket. :

Jewelry, unless you sell it, is permanent. You always bave it to wear. Each time you
put it on, you will remember the day you bought it. It will give you pleasure for years
and years. You could not wear the ticket stub from the concert.

Jewelry is very fashionable. I would feel very smart wearing a beautiful gold
bracelet or diamond pin. People would comment and tell me how much they love my
Jewelry. They would compliment me on my good taste.

L would feel very rich with my jewelry. I would have a good investment that is
permanent and fashionable. Then, when someone invites me to a concert (and pays for
my ticket), I will have something beautiful to wear.

G o

b

Businesses should hire employees for thelr entire lives. Do you agree or
dlsagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

T R R

In some business cultures, it is the practice to hire workers when they are young
and employ them until they retire. In other business cultures, companies hire people 1o
do a job and then fire them when they are not needed. I agree with the latter position.
In today’s economy it is not important to hire employees for their entire lives. The impor-
tant considerations for companies are an employee's performance, speed, and ability to
change. Loyalty is not a consideration.

Today there is a lot of competition so we need to bire workers who can perform their
jobs well. We need to find skilled workers who can do a job without a lot of extra training.
We need to match the job to the worker;, and if the job changes, we change the worker.

Because of competition, we also need to be able to produce our goods and services
quickly. We need young people who are aggressive and will push themselves to do their
job faster. We need young people who are willing to work long hours.

In order to compete, we have to be able to change to meet the changing demands
of the market. By changing our workforce frequently, we can bring in new ideas. By
hiring young workers, we get fresh points of view.

Although a feeling of loyalty between a company and its workers is a noble idea, it is
not practical today. A company needs to keep up with the changing forces of the econo-
my. In order to be able to do this, it needs to be able to change its workforce as necessary.
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T

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Attending

a live performance (for example, a play, concert, or sporting event) is
more enjoyable than watching the same event on television. Use
specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Some people think that attending a live performance is preferable to watching it on
television. 1 say, however, that if you bave a good TV, it is much better to waich a perfor-
mance that way. It is much more convenient and comfortable, and it is cheaper, too. I
almost never attend a live performance of anything.

It is much more convenient to stay home and watch a performance on TV. I don’t
have to go anywbere. I don't have to worry about leaving the house on time. I don’t
have to worry about traffic or parking. I don’t bave to stand on line for a ticket. I just
turn on the television at the time the event begins, sit back, and enjoy myself.

It is much more comfortable to watch a performance at home. I can wear any
clothes that I want to. I know I will have a good seat with a good view. I can get up and
get a snack at any time. I can relax and enjoy myself in the comfort of my own home.

It is much cheaper to watch a performance on TV. I don't bave to buy a ticket. I
don't bave to pay for parking or for dinner at a restaurant before the performance.
I already own a TV, so waiching a performance on it doesn’t cost me anything. If it
turns out I don't like the performance, I can just turn off the TV and go do something
else. I haven't lost any money, or much time either.

Watching a performance on TV is so comfortable and convenient, I don't know
why people attend live performances. It’'s much better to enjoy them at home.

=

Choose one of the following transportation vehicles and explain why
you think it has changed people’s lives. :

| = automobiles
* bicycles
* airplanes

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

An airplane is a form of transportation that bas changed people’s lives. Thanks 1o
the plane, our lives are now faster, more exciting, and more convenient than before.

You cannot deny that a plane is fast. The Concorde flew at supersonic speed. A
businessperson could have left Paris at 11:00 A.m. and arrived in New York at 8:00 the
same morning in time for the day’s work. Many businesspeople in Europe fly to London

Jor a noon meeting and then return home to Rome or Madyrid for dinner.

It is always exciting to take a plane trip. When you travel by plane, you might cross
time zones, oceans, and many countries. When you get off the plane, you could be in a
Dlace where the people speak a different language. You are in a completely different
Place from where you started.
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Nothing can beat the convenience of a plane. You can go anywhere at any time |
you want. Other forms of transportation are not so convenient. Boats, for example, leave I
only on certain days of the week and they can’t go everywhere. Planes give you the
option to leave several times a day and they take you very close to your final destination.

Although other forms of transportation may be more comfortable, none has A

changed the way we do business and live our lives more than the plane. Thanks to the
speed, excitement, and convenience of the plane, our lives are richer.

Who would disagree with the statement “progress is good?” Without progress, there
would be no change. Without progress there would be no improvemenis in our econo- I
my, our standard of living, or our bealth. . !

Progress is required to keep the economy moving forward. Without progress, new
products wouldn'’t be developed and new services wouldn't be created. We would be

living in the same way our grandparents and great grandparents lived and working at
the same kind of jobs.

Progress is required to raise our standard of living. Our homes today are more effi-
cient and use fewer resources thanks to improvement in home construction techniques.
Our clothes are warmer and safer thanks to developments in textile manufacturing.

Our educational system is belter thanks to the use of modern compuiter technology.

Progress is required to improve the bealth of the world’s population. Without
progress, there would be no vaccines against terrible diseases like smallpox. Without
progress, we would have bigh infant mortality rates. Without progress, we wouldn't have

treatments for heart disease and cancer. Thanks to progress, our lives are longer and |
healthier.

| Progress is a natural state. Without it, we would not evolve. Without if, our econo-

my, our standard of living, and our bealth would deteriorate. Who could deny the |
necessity of progress? ' '

Learning about the past has no value for those of us living in the

present. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples
to support your answer.

People often say, “Those who don't understand bistory will repeat the mistakes
of the past.” I totally disagree. I don’t see any evidence that people have made smart
decisions based on their knowledge of the past. To me, the present is what is important.
I think that people, weather, and politics determine what bappens, not the past.

People can change. People may have hated each other for years, but that doesn’t
mean they will continue to hate each other. Look at Turkey and Greece. When Turkey




MODEL ESSAYS

had an earthquake, Greece sent aid. When Greece had an earthquake, Turkey sent aid.
These two countries are cooperating now. No doubt, if we bad looked at the past, we
would have believed this to be impossible. But people change.

The weather can change. Farmers plant certain crops because these crops have
always groun well in their fields. But there can be a long drought. The crops that grew
well in the past will die. The farmers need to try a drought-resistant crop. If we had
looked at the past, we wouldn't have changed our crop. Weather changes.

Politics can change. If politicians looked only at the past, they would always do the
same thing. If we looked at the past in the United States, we would see a lot of discrimi-
nation against races, women, and sexual orientation. On the whole, people now are
interested in buman rights, and the government protects these rights. Politics change.

As a rule, it is important to follow the mood of today. It doesn’t belp us to think
about the past. People, the weather, and politics can change in any direction. The
direction of this change, in my opinion, cannot be predicted by studying the past.

v
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? With the help
of technology, students nowadays can learn more information and
learn it more quickly. Use specific reasons and examples to support

your answer.

Technology bas greatly improved the way we get information. Students can now
get more information, get it more quickly, and get it more conveniently.

An amazing amount of information is available through the Internet. It bas made
every major library and database available to students around the world. You can get
information about events in the past as well as about events that unfold as you watch
your computer monifor.

Information comes through the Internet instantly. You can type a few words in
your search engine, and in a matter of seconds the engine will search the entire World
Wide Web to find information on that topic. You don’t have to spend hours going
through card catalogues in the library and looking at the shelves.

It is certainly convenient to sit at home and do research on the Internet with your
computer. Your computer is open 24 hours a day, unlike a library or office. You can do
research in your pajamas while you eat breakfast. What could be more convenient?

Technology, especially the Internel, has changed the quantity and quality of the
information we get. The speed and convenience of a computer belps students learn
more and learn it more quickly.
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The expression “Never, never give up” means keep trying and never

stop working for your goals. Do you agree or disagree with this state-
ment? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

“If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.” These are wise words. One should
never give up. There is always another opportunity, another goal, or anotber option.

Once I ran for president of my class. Unfortunately, I lost because I didn’t promote
myself enough. 1 looked at my mistakes and decided bow to correct them. The following
year, I ran for president again. This time I gave speeches, called voters on the phone,
and handed out brochures. This time I won. Never give up. There is always another
opportunity.

Once I wanted to study medicine. Unfortunately, I didn't like science. I failed all
my science courses at school. Then I realized that what 1 liked about medicine was belp-
ing people. I changed my goal from bealing people to belping people. Now I'm studying
psychology. There is always anotber goal.

Once I wanted to talk with my friend. Unfortunately, bis computer was down and
I couldn’t e-mail him. His phone line was busy so I couldn’t call bim. Since I really
wanted 1o talk to him, I got on the bus and went across town to visit bim. There is
always anotber option.

If you give up, you might as well die. My advice is always look for another opportu-
nity, another goal, or another option. There is always something else. Don’t give up.

v
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Some people think that human needs for farmland, housing, and indus-
try are more important than saving land for endangered animals. Do

you agree or disagree with this point of view? Why or why not? Use
specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Many animals are now extinct and many more are in danger of extinction. This
is because their habitat is destroyed when people use land to build houses, factories, and
Sfarms. Does it matter? It certainly does. Our basic buman needs, our quality of life, and
the way we live are all affected when animals’ babitats are destroyed.

Many animals affect our basic buman needs even though we may not realize it.
There is a delicate balance of nature. If one small part is removed, it will affect all the
other parts. For example, if certain trees are cut down, bats will bave no place to live. If
there are no bats, there will be no animal to eat certain insects that destroy our crops.
This will affect our basic need for food.

The loss of certain animals affects the quality of our lives. Certain flowers are polli-
nated by butterflies that migrate from Canada to Mexico. Some of the breeding grounds
of these butterflies was destroyed. Now, these flowers are disappearing. We will no longer
be able to enjoy their beauty, and we will no longer be able to enjoy the beauty of the
butterflies. This is just one small example.

When animals’ babitats are destroyed we may think that it only affects the
animals, but it affects our way of life, too. Large parts of the Amazon rain forest have
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been cut down to make room for farms. This rain forest is an important part of the
weather system all around the world. Weather patterns have been changing because of
this. This will bave a huge effect on how we live.

When animals’ lives are endangered, our way of life is endangered, too. I would
encourage humans to look for other alternatives for our farmlands, housing, and indus-
tries. We bhave alternatives; the animals do not.

v
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What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be

successful in the world today? Choose one skill and use specific

I do not define success economically; I define success socially. Therefore, the one
skill I would choose for success s tolerance. To succeed in society, we need to be tolerant
of one another’s background, opinions, and lifestyle.

People come from all different backgrounds. The world is becoming increasingly
mobile. We are no longer able to work only with people who grew up in the same place
we did, or who went to the same schools we went to. Now, we work with people whose
backgrounds are completely different from ours. We all must be tolerant of these differ-
ences so we can work together amiably.

Different people bave different opinions, but we cannot stop speaking to them just
because of differences in opinion. We shouldn’t start a war just because someone has a
different idea. We have lo find common ground, an idea we can agree on. We have to
learn to respect the people we live and work around. We need to be tolerant of differ-
ences of opinion.

Different people live different lifestyles. Woman can live on their own, hold impor-
tant jobs, and raise children alone. Men can stay home and take care of the family.

Social roles can change and we must be tolerant of the different lifestyles that people
choose.

To succeed socially, you must be able to adapt to differences. You must be tolerant
of all people regardless of their background, their opinion, or their lifestyle.

v

Why do you think some people are attracted to dangerous sports or

other dangerous activities? Use specific reasons and examples to
support your answer.

Dangerous sports are interesting for most people to watch or read about. Only
certain kinds of people, bowever, are attracted to participating in these sports. Ofien they
are people who love risks, who seek a feeling of power, or who need a way to deal with
some personal problems.

Dangerous sports attract risk takers. People often take risks in their lives. They take
risks with their money, with their jobs, and in love. But these are ordinary risks. Nothing
compares with the risk of putting your own life in danger. Risking one’s life in a danger-
ous sport bas a special thrill that is very attractive to some people.
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Dangerous sports aitract people who want a feeling of power. It is a great accom-
plishment to climb a difficult mountain or to learn how to skydive. When people do
these things and still end up alive, they feel like they have conquered the forces of :
nature. What a feeling of power that must give them!

Finally, I think dangerous sports attract some unhappy people. People who don’t
like their jobs or who have problems with their family may turn to dangerous sports as a
way of dealing with their problems. Learning how to do something difficult and danger-
ous can make them feel worthwhile. It can give them something interesting to focus their
attention on.

Dangerous sports can be attractive for several reasons. They can attract people who
like thrill, power, or who need a way to forget their problems. In my opinion, however,
dangerous sports are never worth the risk.

v

Some people like to travel with a companion. Other people prefer to

travel alone.Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples
to support your choice

Traveling alone is the only way to travel. If you take someone with you, you take
your home with you. When you travel alone, you meet new people, bave new experi-
ences, and learn more about yourself.

When I travel with a friend, I spend all my time with that friend. We do everything
together. When I travel alone, I spend my time looking for new friends. I meet other
tourists or local people. We have coffee together or share a meal and we become friends.
It’s easier to meet new people when I travel alone.

When I travel with a friend, my routine is predictable. We follow the same sched-
ule that we do at home. When I travel alone, I adapt myself to the customs of the place.
1 might take a nap in the afiernoon and eat dinner late at night. I might go to a club
and dance all night. I am more open to new experiences when I travel alone.

When I travel with a friend, we take care of each other. When I am alone, I have
to take care of myself. If I encounter a difficult situation, I bave to find my own solution.
Maybe I don'’t speak the language and I bave to figure out how to make myself under-
stood. Maybe the food looks strange and I bave to decide what to eat. When I travel
alone, I learn about how I react in new or strange Situations.

1 think it is always important to do things on your own. You can find new friends,
have new experiences, and learn a lot about yourself, too. Isn't that the point of travel?

v

S E R S L
Some people prefer to get up early in the morning and start the day’s
work. Others prefer to get up later in the day and work until late at

night. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to
support your choice

I prefer getting up later in the day and staying up late at night. This routine fits my
body’s rhythm, my work schedule, and my social life.
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1 believe in following my body’s natural rbythm. My body tells me to sleep
until I am ready to get up and to go to bed when I am sleepy. This means I never
get up early in the morning. My body tells me it likes to sleep until 10:00 or 11:00
in the morning.

Sleeping late also fits my work schedule. I prefer working in the afternoon.
Since I don’t have that much work to do, I can easily get it done between lunch
and dinner. That’s enough for me, because I need time to enjoy myself, too.

My active social life is another reason I prefer to sleep late. Who gets up early
in the morning to have fun? No one. Anything amusing, such as concerts, dances,
Dparties, or dinners, all happen at night. If I got up early in the morning, I would be
too tired 1o enjoy myself in the evening.

I will maintain this pattern forever, I hope. I think it is always important to
listen to your body. If your body tells you to stay in bed, that is what you should do.
By listening to your body, you will never let work interfere with your social life.

b, 45

What are the important qualities of a good son or daughter? Have

these qualities changed or remained the same over time in your
culture? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

g

The qualities that parents wish their sons and daughlers to have—obedience,
loyalty, respect—have not changed. Any parent will tell you that, like their ances-
tors, they expect these qualities from their children. However, they do not always get
what they expect.

Parents expect their children to obey them. Even when their sons and daugh-
ters grow up and get married, parents still expect obedience from them. At least,
that’s the way it was. Children these days still obey their parents when they are
young. When they reach age 18 or 20, however, they want to make their own
decisions. They want to follow their own ideas even if these ideas are against their
parents’ wishes.

Parents also expect loyalty from their children. If there is a dispute between
Jamilies, parents expect their children to side with their own family. This is proba-
bly still very common. Most children today will support their family against others.

Parents, of course, demand respect. As children become introduced to non-
traditional ways of doing things, however, this quality may not endure. Children
sometimes see their parents as old-fashioned. They think their parents are too old to
understand them. They lose respect for their parents.

Obedience, loyalty, and respect are virtues that are being challenged today.
These days we tend to show these qualities to our parenis less and less. I hope,
though, that my children obey me, are loyal to me, and respect me.
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Some people prefer to work for a large company. Others prefer to work
for a small company. Which would you prefer? Use specific reasons
and details to support your choice

Twould prefer to work in a large company rather than a small one. A large
company bas more to offer in terms of advancement, training, and prestige.

In a large company, I can start at an entry-level position and work my way up to
the top. I can start in the mailroom and, once I know the company, I can apply for a
managerial position. In a small company, there would not be as much room to grow.

In a large company there is the opportunity to learn a variety of jobs. I could work
in sales, in shipping, or in any department I applied for. I could be trained in a variety
of positions and would have valuable experience. In a small company, there would not
be the same opportunity.

In a large company, there would be more prestige. I could brag to my friends that
T worked for one of the biggest companies in the world. I would always bave something
10 talk about when I met strangers. If I worked for a small company, I would always
have to explain what the company did.

Working for a small company would not give me the same opportunities for
advancement or training as working for a larger company would. Nor would I be as
proud to work for a small company—unless the small company was my own.

People work because they need money to live. What are some other

reasons that people work? Discuss one or more of these reasons.
Use specific examples and details to support your answer.

Although people work to earn money, money is not the main reason peoﬁe stay
in their jobs. They also work because they like to be with other people, they want to
contribute something to society, and they feel a sense of accomplishment.

Many people enjoy going to work because they like being with other people. They
like to interact with their coworkers and clients. They like to belp people solve problems
or get a product, and they like to make friends.

People also enjoy their jobs because it gives them a chance to contribute to society.
Teachers educate our future generations. Doctors and nurses beal people. Manufactur-
ers produce things that people need to use. Through work, each individual is able to do
his or ber part in this world.

A lot of peaple like 1o work because it gives them a sense of accomplishment. For
example, people who work in factories take pride in the car they produce or the televi-
sion they assemble. When they see a car on the street, they can feel a sense of accom-
Dlishment. They belped make that car.

Money is nice, but it is not the only reason people get up and go to work each day.
1 believe that people work because it gives them the opportunity to be with other people, to
contribute to society, and to feel that they bave accomplished something.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Face-to-face
communication is better than other types of communication, such as

letters, e-mail, or telephone calls. Use specific reasons and details to
support your answer.

Twould have to agree that face-to-face communication is the best type of commu-
nication. It can eliminate misunderstandings immediately, cement relationships, and
encourage continued interaction.

When you talk to someone directly, you can see right away if they don’t understand
you. A person’s body language will tell you if they disagree or if they don't follow your line
of thought. Then you can repeat yourself or paraphrase your argument. When you send
an e-mail, the receiver may misinierpret what you want to say. He or she could even be
insulted. Then you bave to waste time explaining yourself in another e-mail.

When you talk face to face, you communicate with more than words. You com-
municate with your eyes and your bands. You communicate with your whole body.
People can sense that you really want to communicate with them. This energy bonds

people together. Your relationship with a person can grow much stronger when you
communicate in person.

When you meet someone face to face, the interaction tends o last longer than
other forms of communication. An e-mail lasts a second; a telephone call, a few
minutes. When you meet someone face io face, however, you've both made an effort to
be there. You will probably spend longer talking. The longer you talk, the more you say.
The more you say, the stronger your relationship will be.

In summary, if you want to establish a relationship with another buman being,
the best way is talking face to face. When you communicate directly, you can avoid
misunderstandings that may occur in writing. You can communicate on levels other
than just words and you can spend more time doing it.

TR R R

Some people like to do only what they already do well. Other people
prefer to try new things and take risks. Which do you prefer? Use
specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

AR

i

I am not a risk taker. 1 like to do just those things that I am proficient at. I don’t
want to waste my time doing things that I don’t do well. I always feel better when I do
something well, and other people have a better impression of me. I don't see a good
reason to try something new that I don’t know bow to do at all.

I don’t bave time to waste doing things that I don't really know how to do. For
example, I don't know how to sew. I could spend a whole day trying to make a dress,
and at the end of the day I still wouldn’t have a dress to wear. It would be beiter to

spend an hour buying a dress at the store. Then I could spend the rest of the day doing
other things that I know I can do.

1 feel good when I do a good job, but I feel terrible when I do something poorly.
Once, 1 decided to figure my income taxes myself. But I am not an accountant and I
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made many mistakes. I felt very bad about it. Finally, I realized I could pay a profes-
sional accountant to do it for me. Then I could spend my time feeling good about other
things that I know how to do.

When I do something well, I make a better impression on other people. If I tried to
cook a meal for you, you would not have a good impression of me at all. I am a terrible
cook. But I can change the oil in your car for you and I can tune up the engine. When
you see me do a good job at that, you see me as a competent, accomplished mechanic
instead of as a sorry cook.

Some people like to take risks and try doing new things, but I am not one of those
people. When I do something that I really don’t know bow to do, I just end up feeling
bad and I give other people a bad impression. I don't see the point of wasting my time
this way. :

v

G e i g e L
Some people believe that success in life comes from taking risks or
chances. Others believe that success results from careful planning.in

your opinion, what does success come from? Use specific reasons and
examples to support your answer.

i

I think that we must all take risks in our lives, but they must be calculated
risks. If we look at the great explorers and scientists of history, we see that their
successes were usually a combination of both risk taking and planning. Like the
great thinkers, we must plan carefully, seize all opportunities, and reevaluate our
plans when necessary.

It is hard to be successful without careful planning. In his search for a new
route to India, Columbus drew maps, planned bis route carefully, and gathered
the necessary support and supplies. Madame Curie worked long hours in ber labo-
ratory and recorded every aspect of her experiments. Neither of them could have
made their achievements without this planning.

Even with a careful plan, changes occur. Columbus was looking for India, but
he ended up in the Caribbean instead. Lewis and Clark were looking for a river
passage west, but they discovered much more. You have to be ready o take advan-
tage of new things as they occur.

When things go against plan, you must be ready to change direction.
Columbus didn’t bring back spices from the East Indies, but be did bring back gold
from the Americas. It is important to make your mistakes work for you and change

~ your plans when necessary.

You will never succeed in life if you don’t take chances. But before you start,
you must plan carefully so that you are ready to take advantage of every opportu-
nity and change your plans as required.
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What change would make your hometown more appealing to people

your age? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

I think that people my age would like to have a place to go after school. They could
go there to socialize, have meetings, and just relax.

In my town, there are a_few teabouses, but these are reserved for our fathers and
their friends. Teenagers do not go there unless it’s to carry messages to their fathers. We

need a place where we can get together afier school to talk about school and other sub-
Jects that interest us.

At our own teabouse, we could also have meetings. These would be like club meet-

ings. We could bhave a debating society, a poetry reading group, or a political club. We
could have our meetings once or twice a week after school.

We need a place where we could just relax away from our families. Our home life
is very bectic. There are a lot of younger children making a lot of noise in the evenings.
We need a quiet place to study, read, or just sit.

If our town had a teahouse reserved for teenagers, it would be good for our
parents. They would always know where we were. They would know that we were at
the teabouse socializing, having a meeting, or just relaxing with our friends.

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most

important aspect of a job is the money a person earns. Use specific
reasons and examples to support your answer.

I certainly agree that the most important aspect of a job is the money a person
earns. When I get a job, I want to earn a lot of money. If I earn a lot of money, people
will know I am successful, smart, and a good candidate for marriage.

Money equals success. If I earn a lot of money, I can wear nice clothes, get a big

car, buy my parents a nice apartment, and spend a lot of money on my friends.
Everyone will know I am rich and very successful.

Earning a lot of money will show people how smart I am. Everyone knows you
can't be stupid and earn a lot of money. Who will trust someone stupid to do a job?

When I earn a lot of money, my mother will be able to find me a good wife. She
will be able to tell everyone what an important job I bave. It will make it easy for ber to
- find someone for me since all girls want to marry a rich man.

Idon’t care what kind of work I do as long as I earn a lot of money. That is the

most important thing for me. Having a well-paying job will show everyone that I am
successful, smart, and a good catch.

189
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One should

never judge a person by external appearances. Use specific reasons and
details to support your answer.

In most cases, you shouldn'’t judge a person by external appearances. It is beiter to
reserve judgment until you have had a chance to get to know the person. Judgments
based on external appearances prevent you from really getting to know a person, rein-

force stereotypes, and can lead you to conclusions that aren’t true.

When you judge people by their external appearance, you lose the chance to get fo
know them. In high school I stayed away from students who were called “bad students”
because they dressed a certain way. I wanted nothing to do with them. Later, I bad a
chance to meet a “bad student” because bis mother was a friend of my mother. Then I
realized that we actually had a lot in common. My impression of bim was very different
once I got to know bim.

Judging people based on external appearances just reinforces stereotypes. You
might think that a person with a tattoo, for example, is not a nice person. It's easy to
start thinking that all people with tattoos are not nice people. Then you will never make
[friends with people who have tattoos or want to work with them or like to live near them.
You will feel uncomfortable around them because all you will see about them is their
tattoos.

Judgments based on external appearances can often lead you to conclusions that
aren’t true. Maybe you know someone who dresses in old, unfashionable clothes. If all
you see are the clothes, it is easy to think that the person bas bad taste or bad babits. But
maybe the truth is different. Maybe that person comes from a less fortunate family than
you and doesn’t have money. Maybe the person is working hard to save money for
school. You will never know if all you do is look at external appearance.

You should always take time to get to know new people before making judgments
about them. External appearance often does not tell us anything about a person.
Judging someone by their appearance is misleading, reinforces stereotypes, and doesn't
lead to the truth. It can prevent you from making a true friend.

v
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A person g{
should never make an important decision alone. Use specific reasons

T

You should never make an important decision alone. You should think out your
important decisions carefully, and you need other people to help you do this. People
close 1o you can give you good advice, give you a different perspective, and share their
own experiences. It is hard to make big decisions without this kind of belp.

It is very important to bave advice when making decisions. When I had to decide
which courses to take in high school, I talked to the school counselor. He had the knowl-
edge and expertise to belp me determine which classes were best for my goals. Without
his advice, I might have chosen unsuitable courses. :
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Getting a friend’s perspective on a situation is also usually belpful. I bave always
loved drama, but I thought I wasn'’t good enough to act in the school play. When a
Jriend of mine found this out, she was shocked. She was able to provide me with another
perspective on myself and my talents. I changed my mind and decided to audition for
the school play. Imagine my surprise when I got an important part.

When other people share their experiences with you, that can help you in making
your decisions. When I was trying to decide if I should study overseas, I talked with a
Jriend. She bad studied overseas the year before. She really belped me because I was very
unsure about my decision. After bearing about ber experiences, I decided it would be a
good experience for me too. I went and it was amazing. '

Whenever I am faced with an important decision, I seek advice from others so that
1 am well-informed and have the benefit of their experience and perspective.

v

A company is going to give some money either to support the arts or
to protect the environment.Which do you think the company should |
choose? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Deciding between supporting the arts and protecting the environment is a difficult
choice to make, but I think I would choose protecting the environment. We need a
bealthy environment in order to survive, so we must protect it. We need to protect the
environment now to help prevent bealth problems, to maintain the ecosystem, and to
preserve the Earth for our children.

Pollution from factories and cars can cause damage to the environment. It makes
the air dirty. Breathing this dirty air causes bealth problems, particularly for children
and the elderly. We need to control the amount of pollution we produce in order to
prevent bealth problems.

We also need io pay attention to the ecosystem. Plant life, animal life, and people
all depend on each other. An unbealthy environment disturbs this ecosystem. For exam-
Dle, changes in the environment might cause a certain kind of plant to die. If that plant
is food for a certain kind of animal, the animal will die too. If people use that animal as
a food source, there could be big problems.

If we do not protect our environment now, it will continue to get worse and our
children will suffer the consequences. The air and water will get dirtier, and more plants
and animals will die. Our children won't have as much natural beauty to admire. Even
worse, their well-being will be threatened.

Without clean air to breathe, a bealthy ecosystem, and a future for our children,
the buman race will not survive. That's why protecting our environment is important. If
we have a healihy environment, we bave bealthy children who can participate in and
appreciate the arts.
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Some movies are serious, designed to make the audience think. Other
movies are designed primarily to amuse and entertain. Which type of

movie do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support
your answer.

Movies bave the power to make you laugh, cry, or think about an issue that you
might not otherwise think about. Although I sometimes watch movies that are serious,

1 prefer movies that amuse and entertain. When I see an amusing movie, it makes me
relax, laugh, and keeps me in good spirits.

Afier a long day at school and work, I need a break and something to take my
mind off the troubles of the day. I can do that with an entertaining movie. When I
watch an amusing movie, I don’t bave to think. I just sit back and relax. After a movie,
1 feel ready to get back to work and study. '

Amusing movies make me laugh. Laughing is important for the soul. Laughing not
only makes me feel good, it connects me with other people. When I laugh with other
people, we become friends.

When I watch an entertaining movie, I feel good. When I feel good, I can focus
more on important things like my studies and work. Being in good spirils makes me feel
better about myself and gives me a positive outlook on life.

While I can appreciate serious movies that make you think, I prefer to be amused
and entertained afler a long day of work. Such movies allow me to take a break from
the rigors of daily life by belping me relax, making me laugh, and putting me in a good
mood.

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Businesses

should do anything they can to make a profit. Use specific reasons and
examp!es to support your position.

Afler 1 get my degree, I plan to start a business. My goal is to make money, a lot
of money. However, I can't forget that there are more important things in life than
earning a profit. I must consider the people I work with, the customers I serve, and the
community I live in.

My colleagues are a very important part of my business. Without them, 1
would not bave a business. I depend on them to carry out the day-to-day opera-
tions. I depend on them for their advice on what to sell and how to sell it. I must
compensate them for their work. I can’t take a large profit without sharing with the
people who made it possible.

Similarly, I would not have a business without my customers. I can never forget
that they could take their business elsewhbere. I must give them good value for their
money. I can’t overcharge them. I want my customers (o trust me and keep coming
back.

My employees and I are a part of the social life of our community. We must play
an active part in it. I feel it is important that some of the profits my business earns from
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the community be returned to the community. We need to support community programs
like summer jobs for high school students, campaigns to clean up parks, and efforts to
make the shopping area more attractive.

A business must make profits, but we all—woﬁee?s, customers, community—rmust
profit from a successful business.

v

Some people are always in a hurry to go places and get things done.
Other people prefer to take their time and live life at a slower pace.

Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support
your answer.

Life is short. Haste makes waste. What's your burry? These three sayings character-
ize the way I manage my day-to-day chores. I don’t want to rush through things; I
prefer to take my time.

Life is short. You never know what may bappen tomorrow, so it is important to
enjoy today. By doing just a few things slowly and doing them well, you can savor the
experience. You can truly enjoy what you are doing.

Haste makes waste. We are not machines. We can't just rush through our chores.
If we do, we might forget something. We might take shortcuts and do a poor job. Then
we'll have to do the job all over again. That certainly doesn’t save us any time. By going
more slowly, we can do a chore carefully, completely, and correctly.

What's your burry? Where’s the fire? I don't see any need to rush to the next
experience. There’s still a lot to see and learn from the chores around you. Taking care
of your baby brother, for instance, can be very rewarding. If you are in a burry to get
many things done, you can just keep the baby near you while you work on other
chores. Or, you could devote your whole attention to him and observe bis reactions to
the environment. You can’t observe carefully if you are rushing to do other things at the
same time.

To twist a common saying, “Don’t just do something, sit there!” Take hfe easy and
savor each minute. Life is shorter than you think.

v

R T T S e S R R e
60 |AD Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Games are as
important for children as they are for adults. Use specific reasons and

examples to support your answers.

T T R T R L fi

e

Everyone likes to play games. Games are important at any age to keep your mind
sharp, learn new things, and maintain social skills.

When you play games, you exercise your mind. This becomes more important as
you grow older. By concentrating on the tactics of a game, memorizing moves, and
Jollowing your opponent’s strategies, you can keep your brain functioning and growing.

Playing games can teach you a lot. Games that ask questions, for example, show
you what you don't know. You can learn about things like geography and bistory when
you play certain games. It's a_fun way to learn, and adults enjoy this as much as
children do.
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Games require the use of social skills. When you play games, you interact with
other peaple. You bave to be considerate of them and you have to play fairly. Playing
games allows you to maintain personal contacts. This is important for people of all ages.

Regardless of your age, playing games can belp you keep your mind alert, learn
new things, and build friendships.

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents or
other adult relatives should make important decisions for their older

(15-18 year old) teenaged children. Use specific reasons and examples
to support your opinion.

No one knows me as well as my parents, and no one cares about me like they do.
It is natural that I should allow my parents to make important decisions for me. I think
all older teenagers should take their parents advice on decisions that concern their edu-
cation, their social life, and their future careers.

My parents are the ones who can make the best decisions about my education.
They bave always chosen the best schools for me to attend. They bave hired tutors to
make sure I understood my classes well. They have sent me to special prep classes to belp

~ me prepare for exams. When it is time to choose a college, I know they will choose the
right college for me.

My parents make good decisions about my social life. When I was young, they
invited children over to play with me. I became very close to these children and we are
still friends. Even though I am older now, my parents still guide me in my social life. I
know they don’t want me fo hang out with the wrong crowd. I know they want me o
marry a good person who is right for me. They bave more experience than I have and
they can belp me make decisions about my social life.

I need my parents 1o belp me make decisions about my future career. Both my
parents bave successful careers of their own. My father runs a business and my mother
is a well-known politician. I want to be as successful as they are, so of course I will listen
lo their advice about my career.

If all children follow their parents’ wishes, they will be bappier. They will be more
successful in school, in work, and in their social life. After all, parents want only the best
for their children. i

A 4

What do you want most in a friend—someone who is intelligent, or
someone who has a sense of humor, or someone who is reliable?

Which one of these characteristics is most important to you? Use
reasons and specific examples to explain your choice.

1 like peaple who are intelligent and I always enjoy someone with a good sense of
humor. What I look for first, bowever, is a friend who is reliable. I need to be able io rely
on my friends to provide me with companionship, to support me, and to encourage me.

I depend on my friends for companionship. If I want to see a movie or go to a
concert, of course I ask some friends to accompany me. If I feel sad or lonely, I can
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count on my friends to spend some time with me. I I feel bappy, I can invite all my
J[riends to a party. I know they will come over to have a good time with me.

When I am baving troubles, I turn to my friends for support. If I fail an exam, or
have a fight with someone, I call up a friend. I rely on my friends to be willing to talk to
me and help me solve my problems. I expect my friends to be there when I need them,
and I do the same for them.

I need my friends to encourage me. If I am afraid to do something such as enroll
in a difficult course or apply for a job to earn some extra money, my friends belp me.
They talk to me and give me the confidence I need to try new and difficult things. I
know I can count on them to give me encouragement when I need it.

We all like to spend time with smart and entertaining people. I think the people
who make the best friends, though, are people who are reliable. If someone is reliable,
you know he or she will always be ready to give you companionship, support, and
encouragement when you need it. That's what friends are for, isn't it?

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Most experi-
ences in our lives that seemed difficult at the time become valuable
lessons for the future. Use reasons and specific examples to support

People say that experience is the best teacher, and I believe this is true. Difficult
experiences, especially, can teach us valuable lessons. They can belp us overcome fears,
they can teach us better ways to do things, and they can show us that we have friends
who are ready to belp us.

Difficult experiences can belp us overcome fears. I remember the first time I had to
give a presentation to my classmates. I was very shy and afraid to speak in front of the
whole class. I spent a long time preparing for my presentation. I was nervous and didn 't
sleep well the night before. I was surprised when I gave my presentation and everyone
listened. No one laughed at me. They asked questions and I could answer them. Now I
know I can talk in front of the class and do a good job.

Difficult experiences can teach us better ways to do things. I had a very embarrass-
ing experience when I took the test to get my driver’s license. I didn’t practice for the test
because I thought I was such a good driver. But I failed. I didn’t really know what to
expect so I got nervous and made mistakes. I was embarrassed about my failure and
my parents were disappointed. Now I know that it is always better to prepare myself for
something, no matter how ready I think I am.

Difficult experiences can show us that we bave friends. Once Iwas very sick and I
missed several months of school. I thought I would have to repeat the year. I didn’t have
to because there were a lot of people who belped me. My teachers gave me extra time to
do my work. My classmates explained the homework to me. People who I didn't even
know well helped me make up the work I lost. I learned that I had friends where I
hadn’t expected any.

Nobodly looks for difficult experiences, but we all have to go through them from
time to time. They belp us overcome fears, learn better ways of doing things, and show
us who our friends are. These are all valuable lessons for our future.

195



196 HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE TOEFL ESSAY

v

Some people prefer to work for themselves or own a business. Others
prefer to work for an employer. Would you rather be self-employed,

work for someone else, or own a business? Use specific reasons to

Many people have dreams of becoming self-employed or starting their own busi-
ness, but I don’t understand this. I think it is much better to work for someone else.
When I work for someone else, I don'’t bave to take risks or make difficult decisions
alone. I have someone to tell me what to do, someone to evaluate my work, and most
important of all, someone to give me a regular paycheck.

As an employee, I don't bave to decide what to do every day. My employer gives me
work to do and she gives me deadlines for it. I don’t have to worry about what needs to
be done next on a project. That's my employer’s job. Without this worry, I can just focus
on getting the job done right.

When I bave an employer; I never have to wonder rf my work is good or bad. My
employer tells me if I did a good job, or if I need to do something over again. I don’t
have to worry if a client will like my work or if a product is good enough to sell. That is
my employer’s concern. My employer lets me know bow my work is and if necessary,
Twill do it again or do it better the next time.

I kenow I will get a paycheck every two weeks when I work for someone else. I don’t
have to worry if the clients bave paid or if we have sold enough merchandise. If I go to
work every day, 1 get my paycheck on a regular basis. I work so I can get paid and I
want to be able to be sure of receiving my money.

Many people want 1o feel independent and that is why they want their own busi-
ness. For me, however, it is more important to feel secure. I feel secure knowing that I
have an employer to give me directions, evaluate my work, and pay me regularly. That
is why I prefer to work for someone else.

v

Should a city try to preserve its old, historic buildings or destroy them

and replace them with modern buildings? Use specific reasons and
examples to support your opinion.

R TR

Of course a city should preserve its old, historic buildings. New buildings can
always be built, but old ones can never be replaced. They are usually more beautiful
than modern buildings, they represent the city’s history, and they can even help the city
by attracting tourists. Historic buildings should always be preserved.

Old buildings are usually very beautiful. Depending on when they were buil,
they show different periods of architecture. They have a lot of character. They were
made by band, the old-fashioned way. You can feel the personalities of the people who
built them and of the people who have lived and worked in them. Modern buildings,
on the other band, are usually not so beautiful. They seem like impersonal giants that
have no character.

Old buildings represent a city’s bistory. Important things may bhave taken place in
an old building. Maybe a peace treaty was signed there or an important meeting took
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place. A famous person may have lived there. Maybe it was a former president or a
Jamous writer. When we have bistoric buildings around us, we learn more about
our history and we appreciate it.

Old buildings attract tourists to a city. People want to see old buildings
because they are beautiful or because important things happened in them. If a city
bas a lot of old, interesting buildings, many tourists will visit the city. That is good
Jfor the city’s economy. People usually don't visit a city in order to see ils modern
buildings.

A city’s old, bistoric buildings are among ils greatest treasures. They are a
source of beauty and a representation of history. It would be a crime to try to
replace them.

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement. Classmates are

a more important influence than parents on a child’s success in school.
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

I believe that parents have more influence on a child’s school success than
classmates do. Classmates have an important social influence on each other,
especially as they get older, but the influence of parents is stronger than this.
Parents are the most important model a child bas, parents love their children,
and they have expectations of them. All of these things are important influences on
a child’s success in school.

Parents are important role models for their children. Young children like to
copy other children, but they like to copy adults more. When children see their
parents read, they read too. When children bear their parents talk about books or
news or politics, they will think these are interesting subjects, t0o. Children may
learn other things from their classmates, but the examples they get from their
parents are stronger.

Parents are the most important people who love and care for a child. Children
know how important this is, and they love their parents, too. They may have close
Jriends in school, but their feelings for their parents are more important. If they feel
loved and cared for at home, they will bave the necessary confidence to do well in
school.

Parents have expectations for their children. They expect them to bebhave well
and be good people and be successful in school. Children want to please their
parents so they try to fulfill their parents’ expectations. They want to be nice to their
classmates and get along with them, but this is not the same as fulfilling their
parents’ expectations.

Many people have influence on children while they are growing up, but
parents are the ones who have the strongest influence. They are the most important
role models their children bave, they love them the most, and they have the greatest
expectations of them. Nobody can influence a child more than a parent can.
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If you were an employer, which kind of worker would you prefer to
hire:an inexperienced worker at a lower salary or an experienced

worker at a higher salary? Use specific reasons and details to support
your answer.

N

If I were an employer, I would prefer to bire an inexperienced worker at a lower
salary. Of course it would save me money, at least at first. I could also train an inexpe-
rienced person exactly as I want, and be or she might be willing to work longer bours,
as well.

As an employer, my first concern is money. I have to make sure the business brings
in more money than it spends. When I save on salaries, I save a lot of money. I don’t
want to pay my employees less than the salary they expect, but I want to save on salaries
when I can. Hiring inexperienced workers is one way to do this.

I like to train my employees to work according to my company’s methods.
Experienced people are used to doing things a certain way. If they get their experience at
another company first, it is bard to change their methods when they come to my company.
It is much easier to train inexperienced workers to follow my company’s methods.

Idon't like to ask my employees to work overtime, but sometimes I have to.
Sometimes we have a lot of work to do in a short period of time. Inexperienced workers
want to gain experience, so they more often volunteer to work extra hours.

People may think it is not good for a company to bire inexperienced workers, but I
disagree. I think everyone benefits this way. The workers get training and experience
and the company saves money. I think it is the best plan.

v

Many teachers assign homework to students everyday. Do you think
that daily homework is necessary for students? Use specific reasons
and details to support your answer.

I believe that daily homework is not necessary. Students already spend most of the
day in school. They need their time outside of school to do other things. They need time
to spend with their families, to work, and to just relax. They can learn their lessons with
homework two or three times a week, but every day isn’t necessary.

All studenis need to spend time with their families. They are still young and they
need the guidance and support their parents can give them. They need the compan-
ionship of their brothers and sisters. In addition, many families rely on their older
children to belp out at home. They take care of the younger children and belp with the
cooking and cleaning. If students have too much homework, they won't have time for
their families.

Many high school students have jobs. They go to their jobs after school and on
weekends. Some work in order to help their families. Others work to save money for
college. Students’ jobs are important to them. If they have too much homework, they
won't have time and energy 1o go to work.

Students need time to relax. They study hard in school all day and many work at
Jobs after school. But they are still young. They need to spend time with their friends and
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bave fun. When students relax with friends, they then bave more energy for school
and work. They have a chance to develop social skills or to pursue their own interests.
Having free time is important for a child’s development. If students have too much
homework, they won't have time for relaxation.

Homework is important for students, but other things are important, too. Some
homework is good, but daily homework can take time away from a student’s family, job,
and relaxation. There needs to be a balance.

v

If you could study a subject that you have never had the opportunity
to study, what would you choose? Explain your choice, using specific
reasons and details.

I have always been interested in art and literature, so people will think my choice
is strange. If I could study something I have never bad the opportunity to study, I would
choose calculus. If I could actually learn something as difficult as that, it would give me
a lot of confidence. Besides that, I think I would like it and it could belp me learn some
useful skills.

The only mathematics I bave studied are the required courses in high school. I
[inished those requirements early and since then I have chosen to study other subjects.
I never liked my math classes and I didn’t do well in them. I have always thought that I
couldn’t learn math. But now I would like to try it. I think if I made the effort, I could
learn calculus. If I learned calculus, I would feel very smart.

I like art and literature because I like beauty and creativity. I never liked maib
because I didn’t think it was beautiful and creative. I like solving problems, however.
And I might actually discover something beautiful and creative about maitb. I think if
I tried studying calculus, I would actually like it.

There are some new skills I would like to develop. There are some electrical prob-
lems in my house and I would like to learn how to fix them myself. I would like to learn
how to do repair work on my CD player or even on my computer. If I learned calculus,
it would belp me develop the skills I need to do these things.

I think it would be really interesting to try learning something completely new. For
me, calculus would be a big challenge. If I learned it, I would feel smart, I would enjoy
myself, and I could develop new skills. It would be a big accomplishment for me.

A 4

Some people think that the automobile has improved modern life. |
Others think that the automobile has caused serious problems. What

is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your
answer. :

There is no question that the automobile has improved modein life. It bas opened
up job opportunities to people, it has allowed families to stay connected, and it has given
Dpeaple the chance to travel to new places. The automobile is one of the best modern
inventions.
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With an automobile, a person bas more choices of places to work. He can work
near his home or farther away. He can even take a job in another city without having
to go there to live. Without an automobile, a person can work only near bis home or
near a bus stop. His choices are much more limited.

With an automobile, it is much easier for a person to visit his family. Families these
days often become separated. When children grow up, they find jobs in other cities. If
they have cars, it is easy for them to visit their parents and other relatives whenever they
want to. Without an automobile, they have to spend time and money taking a bus or
train. It is not easy to visil their relatives as often.

With an automobile, a person can explore new places. He can just get in the car
and drive wherever he wants 1o go, whenever he wants to. He has the opportunity lo see
new places and new people. He learns more about the world. Without an automobile, a
person can go only where the bus, train, or plane takes bim. It is not very convenient.

The automobile has greatly improved modern life. It has opened up new worlds
and new opportunities to people. It bas made many things possible. Where would we be
without it?

v
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Which would you choose—a high-paying job with long hours that

would give you little time with family and friends or a lower-paying
job with shorter hours that would give you more time with family and
friends? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details.

T

At this time in my life I would definitely choose a bhigher-paying job even if I had to
work long bours. If  want a good future, first I bave to gain experience, move up in my
company, and save a lot of money. I will have plenty of time for friends and family
later, after I get a good siart on my career.

When I finish school, I will bave a lot of knowledge. I won't have any experience,
however. I can get experience only by working. I want a lot of experience so that I can
be among the best in my career. The only way to get experience is to work a lot of hours.

Twant to bave a high position in my company. I don’t want to be just an employ-
ee, I want to be a supervisor, and someday, direcior or president. I can’t do this if  work
only forty bours a week. The only way to move up is to work long hours.

Living a comfortable life is imporiant to me. [ want to have a nice house, fashion-
able clothes, and a couple of cars. When I get married, I want my family to have nice
things too. This takes money. The best time to save money is now, before I have a family.
The only way to save a lot of money is to work hard and earn a bigh salary.

A bigh-paying job with long hours will give me the experience, opportunities, and
money that I want. After I reach a high position in my company and bave a big bank
account, I can take all the free time I want to relax with friends and family. -
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marks)

encourage students to learn. Use specific reasons and examples to
support your opinion.

Grades are very important for students. Without grades, students don’t know how
well they are doing in class. They don't bave a goal to study for. They don't bave any-
thing to show their parents. Students need grades to help them be motivated to learn.

Grades show students their progress in class. A student might work very bard to
write a report. Without a grade, how does the student know if the report is good or bad?
Without a grade, bow can a student know if she is improving?

Grades give students a goal. A good grade is like a reward. If a student receives
100% on a test, be feels like all his bard work was worthwhile. If a student gets a bad
grade, be will study barder next time so be can improve bis grade.

Grades give students something to show their parents. Students want o please their
parents. They want to work hard so they can show them good grades. When parents see
good grades, they know their children are studying and learning. If the grades aren’t
good, the parents know they have to give their children extra belp and support.

Grades are an important part of education. All students want to get good grades,
so they will study bard to get them. Grades show students their progress, present them
with a goal, and give them something to show their parents. Grades motivate students to
learn.

v

Some people say that computers have made life easier and more

convenient. Other people say that computers have made life more
complex and stressful. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and
examples to support your answer.

Almost everything these days is done with the belp of a computer. Computers make
communication much more convenient. They make many tasks of daily life easier. They
help many people do their jobs better. Overall, computers bave made life easier and
more convenient for everybody.

Through the Internet, computers make communication much more convenient.
E-mail makes it possible to communicate with people instantly at any time of day. This is
important for both our work and our personal lives. The Internet makes it possible to
Jind out the latest news right away— even if it is news that bappens someplace far
away. The Internet makes it possible to get almost any kind of information from any-
Dplace quickly, right in your own home or office.

Although we may not realize it, computers make many daily tasks easier. Check-
out lines at stores move faster because a computer scans the prices. The bank manages
your account more easily because of computers. The weatherman reports the weather
more accurately with the help of computers. A computer is involved in almost everything
we do, or that is done for us.
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Most people these days do their jobs with the belp of a computer. Architects use
computer programs to belp them design buildings. Teachers use computers to write their
lessons and get information for their classes. Pilots use computers to belp them fly planes.
With the belp of computers, people can do complicated jobs more easily.

We are living in the computer age. We can now do more things and do them more
easily than we could before. Our personal and professional lives have improved because
of computers.

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The best way

to travel is in a group led by a tour guide. Use specific reasons and
examples to support your answer.

When I travel, I always prefer to go with a group led by a tour guide. The tour
guide makes all the necessary arrangements for the trip. The tour guide knows the best
Dplaces to visit. The tour guide is familiar with the local language and customs. When
I travel with a tour guide, the only thing I have to do is relax and enjoy myself.

If I travel in a group with a tour guide, I don’t bave to worry about arranging the
trip. 1 just look for a group that is going to a place I like, and I let the tour guide take
care of the rest. The tour guide makes the hotel reservations and chooses the restaurants
and plans the activities for each day. I don’t have to worry about anything because the
guide does everything for me.

If 1 travel in a group with a tour guide, I don't bave 1o figure out which places fo
visit. The tour guide knows which are the best museums. The tour guide knows where
the good beaches are and which stores have the best prices. If I bad to figure this out
myself, I might make the wrong choices. With a tour guide, I am sure of baving the best
possible experience on my trip.

IfI'travel in a group with a tour guide, I don’t bave to know the local language
and customs. The tour guide knows the language and can speak for the group when
necessary. The tour guide knows when the local holidays are, or how to dress appropri-

ately for each situation. I don’t bave to worry about confusions with the language or
customs because the tour guide can belp me.

: When I go on vacation, I want to relax. I don’t want to worry about making hotel
reservations, or learning the museum schedules, or speaking the local language. A tour
guide can take care of all these things for me, and I can bave a good time.

v

Some universities require students to take classes in many subjects.

Other universities require students to specialize in one subject. Which
is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Universities offer opportunities to study many different subjects and university
students should take advantage of this. Studying many subjects can belp students better
Drepare for their careers. It can also belp them become responsible members of society
and can add to their personal enjoyment, as well.
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Studying many subjects can belp students be better prepared for their careers. A
doctor doesn’t need to know only about medicine, for example. She also needs to know
how to respond to patients’ emotional needs. She might need to know about accounting
and legal contracts so she can run ber own office. Each profession requires certain
Specialized skills, but all professionals also need other, more general skills in order to do
their jobs well.

Studying many subjects can belp students become more responsible members of
society. They need to understand the economic and social issues of their communities so
that they can vote responsibly. They might want to do volunteer work at a community
organization. They will need to be able to educate their children, no matter what their
children’s abilities and interests are. They will need to know about more than just their
profession in order to do these things.

Studying many subjects can add a great deal of enjoyment to a student’s life. If

students understand art and music, they will get a lot of enjoyment from museums and
* concerts. If they study literature, they will continue to read good books. Life is about
more than just career. If students know about a lot of subjects, they will get a lot out
of life. : '

Some university studenis think only about their careers. If the choice is left to them,

they might only study courses for their future profession. They will have a much beiter
Juture, however, if they study subjects in addition to their career. Therefore, universities
should require students to take classes in many subjects.

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children
should begin studying a foreign language as soon as they start school.
R

Children should begin studying a foreign language as soon as they start school.
Childhood is the best time to learn a foreign language. It is easier at that time, it
contributes to a child’s development, and it belps children expand their knowledge.

Everybody knows that it is much easier to learn foreign languages when you are
young. Children’s minds are ready to learn many new things. When children learn
Joreign languages, they learn them as well as their native language. If they wait until
they are older to study a language, it is much harder to become fluent.

Many studies bave shown that learning a language belps the child’s mind develop.
Children who learn foreign languages also do better in their other subjects. It helps their
intellect develop more. This isn’t so true for older studenis.

Learning foreign languages can belp children expand their knowledge of the
world. If they learn a foreign language, they will be interested in the people who speak

that language. They will want to know about their country and customs. They will want
to understand them instead of becoming afraid of them because they are different.

Learning a foreign language has many advantages for everybody. It contributes to
our intellectual development and our understanding of the world. The younger a
language student is, the more advantages be or she geis from learning the language.
So, the best time for a child to start studying a foreign language is when be or she starts
school.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Boys and girls

should attend separate schools. Use specific reasons and examples to
support your answer.

I don’t think it is a good idea for boys and girls to attend separate schools. They
will not be separated when they finish school and start their careers, so why should they
be separated in school? When boys and girls study together, they are assured of getting
equal quality of education, they learn how to work together, and they learn how to
become friends. It is a much better preparation for life than studying in separate schools.

When boys and girls attend the same school, they get equal education. They are in
the same classrooms with the same teachers studying from the same books. If they attend
separate schools, the schools might be different. One school might be better than the
other. By studying together, girls gel the same education as boys. This belps them work
toward having equality in society.

By attending the same schools, boys and girls learn how to work together. Some
people say they should study separately because they bave different learning styles. 1
think it’s better to study together, however. It gives them the chance to learn to work
together despite their differences. This will belp them in the future when they bave to
work together professionally.

When boys and girls see each other in school every day, they bave the chance to
become friends. They see each other as normal people, not as strangers. If they attend
separate schools, they don’t know each other. It’s easy to misunderstand, or even fear,
each other. When boys and girls bave the chance to become friends, their lives are much
richer. They will have better relationships in the future.

By studying together;, boys and girls get equal education, they learn to work
together, and they become friends. This prepares them for adult life where men and
women live and work together everyday.

A 4

Is it more important to be able to work with a group of people on a

team or to work independently? Use reasons and specific examples
to support your answer.

The ability to work on a team. is one of the most important job skills to bave. It is
usually necessary because most jobs involve teamwork. It is usually the best way to work
because a team can get more work done than an individual. In addition, a worker on
a team bas a lot of support from bis coworkers.

Most work is done in groups or teams. Professionals work with their professional
colleagues, and they also usually bave assistants and support staff. Construction
workers work with other construction workers, auto mechanics work with other auto
mechanics; they all have assistants, and almost nobody works alone. It is necessary for
all coworkers to get along and work well together.
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More work can be done by a team than by individuals working alone. On a team,
each member is responsible for one part of the job. Each member has to concentrate
only on her part and do it as well as possible. Then all the parts are put together and the
Job is done. An individual working alone has to worry about every aspect of the job. He
might not do such a good job because be has to think about everything at once.

- Aworker on a team bas the advantage of support from his coworkers. If a worker
can't finish a job on time or doesn’t understand a task or needs help planning, be bas a
group of people to belp him. The team supports him and be can get the job done. An
individual working alone has to solve all her problems berself. She bas to stop work
while she finds a solution, or do a poor job.

Most jobs involve teamwork. Teams can usually do a better job than an individual
working alone. A person who cannot work well on a team will have a hard time in

today’s workplace.

h 4

Your mty has deuded to bu:ld a statue or monument to honor a
famous person in your country.Who would you choose? Use reasons

and specific examples to support your choice.
e R e i

The person I would choose to honor is not one specific famous person, but a
Jamous type of person. I come from a small rural town. Most people here are farmers, so
Twould choose a farmer as the subject for a statue. The farmers of my town deserve the
honor. They work hard so the rest of the country can eat, but they are not rich. They
deserve 1o be appreciated.

The farmers in my town make an important contribution to our country. They
grow the food that the rest of the country eats. Our major products are corn and milk.
These things are a basic part of everyone’s diet. Without our farmers, it would be harder
and more expensive for people to have these things to eat.

The farmers in my town are not rich even though they work hard. A farmer’s job
begins at sunrise and doesn’t stop until dark. A farmer rarely bas a chance to take a
vacation because there are always things to do on a farm. Farming is not a profitable
business. If the weather is bad one year, there might be no profits at all. Still, farmers
do their work because people need to eat.

The farmers in my town work hard, but they are not appreciated. People in
other parts of the country don’t pay much attention to my town. Nobody comes to visit
because there are no tourist attractions. Nobody wants to work bere because there
aren’t many professional jobs. Nobody thinks about the contributions our farmers make.
They just buy our producls in the stores without thinking about the work it takes to put
them there.

Nobodly thinks about the farmers in my town, but they deserve to be honored. They
work hard to grow food for everyone in the country. I think we should put a big, shiny
statue of a farmer in the middle of our town park. It would make everyone in town
Jeel proud.
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Describe a custom from your country that you would like people in

other countries to adopt. Explain your choice using specific reasons
and examples

In my country, many people in the towns still follow an old custom that people in
the cities no longer practice. This is the custom of taking a big break at noon. In the
towns, all stores and businesses close from noon until 2:00 pm. This not only gives people
a needed rest in the middle of the day, it also allows them time with their famthes and
contributes to a slower pace of life.

In the towns, all workers get a good rest in the middle of the day. They go home,
enjoy a nice meal, take a nap, and then they return to work for the rest of the after-
noon. They have energy and enthusiasm for the rest of the day’s work. Their afternoons
can be as productive as their mornings. Without this rest, they might be tired all after-
noon and not get much work done.

In the towns, most families eat their noon meal together. They bave time to enjoy
their food, talk about their morning activities with each other;, and just be together. It is
good for families to have this time together. Parents hear about their children’s activities.
Husbands and wives learn about each other’s daily concerns. Without this opportunity,
Jfamilies might not be together until evening. They are usually tired then and just want
to rest.

In the towns, there is a slower pace of life. Nobody can do any business at
lunchtime. They bave to wait until the afternoon. Because of this, people don’t expect
things to be done in a burry. They have more patience. If something doesn’t get done
today, it doesn’t matter. This is a much bealthier way to live.

A big rest at noon contributes to a better quality of life. In the towns, people don’t
worry about getting a lot of work done fast. They are more interested in spending time
with their families and enjoying their lives. I think that in the long run this actually
improves work. In any case, it is a better way to live. I think everyone everywhbere should
Sollow the custom of taking a big break at noon.

i,

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Technology

has made the world a better place to live. Use specific reasons and
examples to support your statement.

Technology has made our lives better in many ways, but it bas also made them
more complicated. Technology is often expensive to buy and run, it can be difficult to
use, and it often isn't easy to repair.

Technology isn’t cheap. The more technology we depend on in our daily lives, the
more money we have to spend. Everybody wants a modern TV, a digital camera, a
DVD player, etc. Even though these things might be considered luxuries, people want
them. In addition, some technology is more than a luxury. For example, teachers
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nowadays expect their students to have computers at home for their schoolwork. Parents
have to buy the latest computers so their children can kegp up with their classmates. This
can be a real bardship for some families. '

Technology isn't always easy to use. In fact, it is getting more and more complical-
ed. The computers of today do many more things than the computers of even just five or
ten years ago. That means a lot more things that computer users have to learn how to
do. Even a simple thing like using a VCR to record a movie takes some practice and
learning. :

Technology isn't easy to repair. If the average person has a problem with his com-
puter or DVD player, he probably doesn’t know how to fix it himself. He'll bave to spend
time and money taking it to a place 1o get fixed. In the past, a lot of people enjoyed
doing routine maintenance work on their cars. Modern technology has made today’s
cars more complicated. It is barder to learn how to repair and maintain them.

People think modern technology has made our lives easier. In a way this is true,
but in other ways it bas made our lives much less convenient. Modern technology costs
us money and time and can add complications to our lives.

can tell you a lot about a country. Use specific reasons and examples
to support your answer.

Advertising is like a window onio the life of a country. It tells a lot about the
Dpeople there. Advertisements show what kinds of things the people in a country like to
buy. It shows what kinds of situations are attractive to them. It even shows whether or
not the people tend to be affluent. You can learn a lot by looking at advertisements.

By looking at advertisements, you can see what kinds of things people like to buy.
Are there more advertisements for soda or for juice? For movies or for music? For vaca-
tions or for furniture? You can see what kinds of food people prefer, how they like to
spend their free time, or what they save their money for. You can learn just about any-
thing about the average lifestyle in a country.

By looking at advertisements, you can see what kinds of situations are attractive to
people. If an ad shows someone driving a car freely down an open bighway in beautiful
scenery, you can see that people value feeling free. If an ad shows a professional-looking

person in an expensive car in_front of an elegant house or office building, you will
know that people value success.

By looking at advertisements, you can know whether or not a country is affluent.
If ads are usually about food, clothes, and other necessities of life, the people in the
country may not have a lot of money. If more ads are for luxury items and expensive,
high-quality products, then you know that more people in that country bave money.

Advertisements can tell you a lot about a country. They show how the people there
live. They show what the people want to buy and can buy. Ads give a picture of a coun-
try’s daily life.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Modern
technology is creating a single world culture. Use specific reasons and

examples to support your answer.

s e

Modern technology is creating a single world culture. This is because it is now
much easier to communicate with people who are far away. Satellite TV, modern trans-
portation, and the Internet have all brought people closer together. People the world over
share the same sources of information and this leads to the creation of a single world
culture. -

Because TV is broadcast by satellite, TV programs can be received anywhere in the
world. Now people in every part of the world can have access to all the same TV pro-
grams. Everybody knows that TV is one of the biggest cultural influences there is. When
people everywhere see the same news, educational, and entertainment programs, they

“move toward the development of a single world culture.

Because modern methods of transportation are fast, a trip to a faraway place
becomes easy. People from all different places are together more now than they ever
were before. They can see how peaple in other countries dress, eat, and spend their time.
People have more exposure to customs from other countries and might start to adopt
some of those customs. This also contributes to the development of a single world culture.

- Because of the Internet, people have access to information and news from all over
the world. They can communicate easily with people far away and share sources of
information. This can do a lot toward international understanding but it can also have
another result. When people share sources of information on the Interne, they come
more and more under the same cultural influence. They move toward the creation of a
single world culture.

Modern communications technology bas brought people from all around the
world closer together. People these days have more and more opporiunities to share ideas
and information. In this way they are coming more and more under the same cultural
influence. A single world culture is being created.

v

S S s
Some people think the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable
information. Others think access to so much information creates
problems. Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and

examples to support your opinion.

The Internet provides us with a lot of valuable information. This is imporiant
because it keeps us informed about the world today, contributes o children’s education,
and even belps us shop beiter. It belps improve our lives in many ways.

When we want to know the latest news, we can just go to the Internet and get it
right away. We don’t have to wait for a news program on TV or the radio. We also don’t
have to listen to just one source of news. On the Internet we can get news from different
newspapers and different countries. We can get information from different poinis of
view. This greatly contributes to our understanding of current evenis.
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When children need information for their schoolwork, they can find it on the
Internet. Most schoolchildren these days do their research on-line. They bave access to
more information than they could probably find in their school libraries, and they can
get the information more easily. In addition, any time a child wants to know something
or needs the answer to a question, he can probably find it on-line.

When we want to buy something, we can usually get the information we need for
our purchase on-line. Of course you can order almost anything you want on the
Internet, but this isn’t the most important part. On the Internet it is easy to find informa-
tion about the quality of different products and to compare prices. This really matters if
you plan to buy something expensive.

The ability to get information from the Internet has improved our lives in many
ways. We can learn more about the news, improve our children’s education, and
become more informed shoppers. The Internet is one of the most important tools we have
in modern society.

R R A VM S o . = AR
A foreign visitor has only one day to spend in your country. Where
should this visitor go on that day? Why? Use specific reasons and

%
| details to support your choice,
m‘?ﬁ&%ﬁﬁmﬁ;m@%’m BEE T Y e

A foreign visitor with only one day to spend in my country should definitely spend
that day in the capital. Spending time in the capital is the easiest way to see many
aspects of our country in one place. In this city, the visitor can learn about our bistory,
see examples of our culture, and buy our best products.

Our country’s history is represented in several ways throughout the city. In the
Government Palace, a visitor can learn about the bistory of our independence. In our
National Museum, a visitor can see exhibits that show all the different stages of our
history, from ancient times to the present. In parks all around the city, a visitor can see
monuments to famous bistorical people and events.

It is also possible 1o see different representations of our culture throughout the city.
Our art museums and galleries show paintings and sculptures by our artists. Plays
written by national playwrights are performed in the theaters. Folk ballet performances
show examples of our traditional dances. Many restaurants in the capital serve our
native dishes.

The best products of our country are sold in the capital city. The large department
stores sell clothes, furniture, and household items manufactured in our country. The
Central Market sells fruit and vegetables from the surrounding agricultural region.
Tourist and craft shops sell native bandicrafis made in the countryside.

The capital city is the best place to learn a lot about our country in one place. Of
course, it is difficult to see all of the city’s attractions in one day. With some planning,
though, it is possible to see at least a few examples of our country’s bistory, culture, and
products in one day.
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If you could go back to some time and place in the past, when and

where would you go? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support
your choice. : '

If I could go back to a time and place in the past, I would go back to ancient
Egypt. I would like to find out how they built the pyramids. People today cannot under- |
stand how the ancient Egyptians cut the stones so precisely, bow they moved them to the i
building site, and bow they lifted such heavy stones to build the pyramid walls. I would '
like to solve this mystery. '

~ The stones that were used to build the pyramids were cut very precisely. All the
stones fit together exactly without any space between them. How were the ancient
Egyptians able to cut the stone blocks so well? Nobody knows.

The stones that were used to build the pyramids are very beavy. They weigh several
tons each. The ancient Egyptians didn’t have any kind of motorized machinery io move
them around. Yet, they got the stones from one place and moved them to another place |
to build the pyramids. How were they able to do this? Nobody today can figure it out. !

The pyramids are very tall. They were built by placing stone blocks on 1op of each
other. The ancient Egyptians didn’t have any cranes or other type of modern lifting
equipment. Yet they built buge pyramids out of beavy stone blocks. How did they do
this? We still aren’t able to understand.

|
One of the great mysteries of the ancient world is the Egyptian pyramids. Nobody ‘
knows bow the Egyptians cut, transported, and lifted beavy stones to build the pyramids. |
If I could go back to ancient Egypi, I could find this out. Then I would return to the |
modern world and tell everyone the answer. : '
!
|
|

v : |

What discovery in the last 100 years has been most beneficial for

people in your country? Use specific reasons and examples to support
your choice.

A discovery that bas been beneficial to people in my country and everywhere is the ‘
use of electricity. Electricity has made the development of modern technology possible. !
Without electricity we wouldn’t have modern communications technology, we wouldn’t ‘
have computers, we wouldn't even have electric light. Almost everything about modern |
life depends on electricity. I

Electricity bas made modern communications technology possible. Telephones, |
television, and radio all depend on electricity. Because we have these things, we can
communicate with friends and business associates instantly. We can bear the latest
news almost as soon as it happens. We can follow the newest developments in music.
Both our personal and professional lives are completely different now from what they i
were 100 years ago. !

If we didn’t have electricity, we wouldn't bave computers. We use compulters in |
almost every aspect of our lives. We use them to get information in school. We use them
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to make our jobs easier. Computers help people fly airplanes and design buildings. We
couldn’t do many of the things we do today without computers. And we couldn't use
computers without electricity.

Because of eleciricity, it is easier to light up buildings and streets at night. This
seems so simple that sometimes we forget it. Before electricity, people used candles. It was
bard to read at night, to go anywbere, or to do any work. Now we can live our lives as
Sully at night as we do during the day. We can work or play at any hour we choose.

It really is an amazing thing.

Electricity bas made many things possible in modern life. We wouldn't have any
modern technology without it. It is the most important discovery of the modern world.

v

N e T e S e T UER T A TR
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Telephone

and e-mail have made communications between people less personal.
Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion

Some people think that telephone and e-mail have made communication between
people less personal, but I disagree. If anything, they have made communication
more personal. This is because these types of communication are easy, informal, and
inexpensive.

It is easy to communicate with someone by phone or e-mail. You just pick up the
phone or turn on the computer, and that’s it. E-mail is especially easy because you can
send your message at any time. If the receiver isn't available when you send the mes-
sage, it doesn’t matter. The message will be there when she’s ready to answer. Because
this sort of communication is so easy, people communicate more frequently. This brings
them closer together, so it becomes a more personal form of communication.

Communication by phone or by e-mail is informal. On the phone you converse
with someone as informally as you do in person. When you write e-mail messages, you
usually use less formal styles of writing. Traditional letters, on the other hand, have for-
mal conventions that the writer must follow. Even friendly letters have certain rules to
Jollow. Communication that is informal is more personal than formal communication.

Telephones and e-mail are inexpensive to use. Nowadays even long distance phone
calls are cheap, and local ones are free. E-mail costs nothing if you already own a com-
Dputer. Letters are cheap, but seeing someone in person isn't always. Even if the person
lives nearby, it still costs something for the bus or gasoline to go meet them somewhbere,
and. it takes time, too. Since e-mail and telephone are cheap, people communicate more
[frequently and, therefore, more personally.

Some people think you have to meet face to face in order to have personal commu-
nication, but this isn't so. Telephones and e-mail make frequent communication conve-
nient. They belp maintain personal relationships.
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If you could travel back in time to meet a famous person from history,

| what person would you like to meet? Use specific reasons and exam-
i ples to support your choice.

If I could meet a famous person from history, I would like to meet Leonardo
. da Vinci. There bas probably been no other person like him in all of bistory. He was a
j talented artist and an imaginative inventor. He was a unique person and I would like
; to know what that felt like.

| Da Vinci's artistic talents are well known. The Mona Lisa is, of course, bis most
famous painting. It is beautiful, and be painted and drew many other beautiful works
of art as well. I like to draw and paint, too. Of course my talent will never approach
da Vinci's, but it would be inspiring to meet bim.

Da Vinci invented many things. For example, be made drawings of a flying
machine. This was centuries before the first ainplane was ever built. Perhaps bis inven-
tions never became reality in bis life, but be still was able to imagine them. He created
things in bis mind that were well abead of bis time. I think this is amazing and
inspiring.

Da Vinci was a smart and talented person. His ideas were well abead of bis time.
There was no one else like bim around. I wonder what that felt like. It must have been
difficult at least some of the time. If I could meet bim, I could ask bim about this.

To tell the truth, I haven’t read much about da Vinci. I would like to learn more
about him, however, because of bis unique talents and ideas. It would be an inspiring
experience to meet him.

If you could meet a famous entertainer or athlete, who would that be,
and why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

If1 could meet a Sfamous entertainer, 1 would like to meet Madonna. She used to be
an ordinary person, and now she has achieved fame, power, and money. I think that is =~
amazing. I have never met anybody like ber.

Madonna was a normal college student and now she is famous all over the world.
She worked hard to make ber name known. There are better actors and singers than
she is, but few people are as famous. Her goal was to become famous, and she made it
happen. I think that is admirable.

Madonna. is one of the most powerfiil people in the entertainment indusiry. People
Day attention to what she says. Everybody listens to ber music. She can set fashions.
Teenagers everywhere like to dress like ber. She can do whatever she wants in both ber
business and personal life. I have never met such a person.

" Madonna bas a lot of money. She owns several houses. She can travel anywhere
she wanis to go. She pays a lot of people to work for ber. It would be interesting to meet a
person with so much money.
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Madonna was an ordinary person who became famous, powerful, and rich. I am
an ordinary person too. I would like to meet Madonna to learn how she made these
achievements.

If I could ask a famous person one question, I would ask Neil Armstrong what it
Jelt like to walk on the moon. Sometimes I think it would be scary; sometimes I think it
would be fun. On the other hand, maybe Neil Armstrong was too busy to feel scared or
have fun while be was walking on the moon.

I think it could be very scary to go to walk on the moon. Neil Armstrong was the
first person to do it. He was well prepared for the event, but be still couldn’t be sure what
be would find. Also, maybe be worried that something might bappen. What if be had a
problem with bis oxygen or couldn’t get back to the spaceship on time? I wonder if be

thought about these things, or if be just did bis job.

On the other band, maybe Neil Armstrong had fun walking on the moon. The
gravity s different so just taking steps would feel different. I think that would be fun.
If Twent to the moon, I would want to run and jump and shout, “Hurray! I am on the
moon!” I wonder if Armstrong felt that way.

Maybe Armstrong didn’t bave time to feel scared or happy or anything else. He
-had a very important job to do. The whole world was watching bim. He had to be seri-
ous and focus on bis work. His time was short. He probably didn’t bave time for any-
thing except to get bis job done.
It can be a scary thing or a fun adventure to do something for the first time. Being
the first person to walk on the moon is one of the most incredible adventures of all time.
Twould like to meet Neil Armstrong so I could ask bim bow it fell.

v

climate all year long. Others like to live in areas where the weather
changes several times a year. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons
and examples to support your choice

Twould prefer to live in a place that bas warm weather all year. My life would be
easier and more comjfortable this way. I would be bealthier, I would have more fun,
and I would save money if I lived in a warm climate.

T would always be bealthy if I lived in a warm climate. Where 1 live now, I get sick
every winter. [ wouldn’t have this problem in a warm climate. Also, I could be outside
all year long. I would play sports and get more exercise. That would make me bealthier,
loo.

I would have more fun if I lived in a warm climate. I like outdoor activities. I like
going to the beach, playing soccer, and riding my bicycle. I can’t do these things in cold
weather. In a warm climate, I could do my favorite activities all year long.
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I would save money if I lived in a warm climate. It costs money to beat a house in
the winter. This can get very expensive. I wouldn’t have this expense in a warm climate.
It costs money to buy new clothes every time the season changes. In a warm climate, I
could wear the same clothes all year.

My life would be better in a warm climate. My bealth, my free time activities, and
my bank account would all improve. In fact, I plan to move to a warm climate as soon
as 1 finish school,

g, o

Many students have to live with a roommate while going to school
or university. What are some of the important qualities of a good
roommate? Use specific reasons and examples to explain why these
qualities are important.

S

It is important to bave a good roommate. A good roommate can become your best
friend, but a bad roommate can be your worst enemy. A good roommate is considerate,
Jlexible, and fun.

A good roommate is considerate of your needs. He doesn’t make noise when you

want to sleep or study. He doesn’t plan a party or use your things without asking. A
good roommate doesn't think only about bimself; he thinks about you, too.

A good roommate is flexible. He can adjust to your babits. If you are neat and
your roommaite is messy, for example, you each try lo change a little bit. Your roommate
tries to be a little neater and you try to live with a little mess.

Finally, a good roommate is fun. If be knows about a party or a concert, be invites
you to go with bim. He introduces you to bis friends. You plan some free time activities
together. A good roommate may be serious about bis studies, but be knows that it is
important to have fun, too.

1t is great to bave a roommate who can be your friend, too. If your roommate is
considerate, flexible, and fun, you are sure to get along well togetber.

T T e P
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Dancing plays |
an important role in a culture, Use specific reaons and examples to

I agree that dancing plays an important role in a culture. It keeps us connect-
ed with our traditions, it brings people together, and it belps people release energy.

Folk dances keep us connected with our traditions. Folk dances were developed
hundreds of years ago. People used to dance together to celebrate important events, such
as harvests or weddings. When we dance folk dances now, we are connected to our
ancestors. We do the same dances they did and remember the things that were impor-
tant to them.

Dancing brings people together. When we dance at an event such as a birihday or
graduation party, we celebrate a bappy occasion together. We might go out dancing
with our friends on weekends. Then we celebrate being together and enjoying life.
Dancing is a way of enjoying good times together.
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When we dance, we release energy. We work bard all week at school or at
our jobs. At the end of the week, we feel stress. We need a change of activity and a way
to relax. Dancing is a good way to do this. When we dance, we can release all our
extra energy, and any frustrations or anger we might feel. We relax and bave fun. Then
we can feel ready start a new week of work and school '

Dancing keeps us connected to our traditions and to each other. It helps us release
energy so we can perform our responsibilities at work and school. These are important
roles that dancing plays in our culture.

v

possible exploring outer space (for example, traveling to the moon
and other planets). Other people disagree and think governments
should spend this money for our basic needs on Earth. Which of these
two opinions do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to
support your answer.

I believe that we should spend whatever money is required to explore outer
space. It is true that we have many needs bere on Earth, and many problems to solve.
Exploring outer space, however, has invaluable benefits for people on Earth. It belps
medical research, it leads to useful inventions, and it can help solve our overpopulation
problem. I think space exploration is worth the cost.

Research carried out in space contributes a great deal to medical science. There is
some research that can be conducted only in space. The research on the effects of gravi-
ty on bone marrow is one example. Research such as this will continue to contribute to
advances in medicine. It benefits everybody on Earth.

Many useful inventions have bappened because of space exploration. Different
kinds of plastics that were developed for space travel are also now used on Earth. Things
we use in our daily lives are made from ‘space age” materials. This is another aspect of
space exploration that benefits everyone.

The search for other planeis can belp solve our overpopulation problem. People are
living longer and bealthier lives these days. That's a good thing, but it means more
people on Earth. The Earth will not get bigger. Through space exploration, we may be
able to find other planets where people can live. This is one more thing that will have a
benefit for all people.

Space exploration results in benefits for people everywhbere on Earth. It contributes
to medical science, to inventions, and to a solution to overpopulation. It is expensive,
but the benefits are worth the price. Space exploration is one of the best ways govern-
ments can spend our money.

-

People have different ways of escaping the stress of modern life. Some *
read, some exercise, others work in their gardens.What do you think
are the best ways of reducing stress? Use specific details and examples |
in your answer.

Stress is one of our biggest enemies. It affects all aspects of our lives. In order to get
rid of stress, 1 first bave to identify the cause. My solutions to stress depend on the cause.
The most common causes of stress in my life are work, friends, and myself.

215
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Work-related stress is the easiest to combat. I simply stop working for a while.
Sometimes I get up from my desk and go down the hall to talk to my colleagues. Of
course, I don’t talk about work-related topics. Other times, I take a short walk around
the block. Work-related stress can be cured just by getting away from work.

Stress caused by my friends is more difficult to cure. A friend might be angry with
me or vice versa. A friend might be anxious about something, and that makes me anx-
ious, t00. The best cure for this kind of stress is talking about the problem and spending
time with my friends. Unlike work, you can’t walk away from your friends.

Stress I cause myself is not very easy to get rid of. If I feel bothered by an exam or
anxious about the future, there is very little for me to do. I just bave to tell myself that
I can only do my best and leave the rest up to fate.

It is important to try to lead a stress-free life. If you can avoid stress by walking
away from it (as at work), talking about it (as with friends), or facing it bead on (as
with yourself), you will benefit in all aspects of your life.

v

S T T
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers
should be paid according to how much their students learn. Give

specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

It is a bad idea to pay teachers according to bow much their students learn. It just
encourages teachers to teach only the material on a test. It discourages them from pay-
ing attention to slow students. It is unfair because teachers can't decide which students
will be in their class. Instead of improving teaching, it keeps teachers from doing the best
job they can.

If a teacher is paid according to how well bis students do on a test, then be will
teach only what is on the test. He will spend time teaching bis studenis to memorize
~ facts. He won't be able to teach them other things. The students will miss the opportunity
to gain a wider variety of knowledge. They won't bave the chance to develop skills
besides memorization. They will learn less, not more, in this way.

Another problem is that teachers may ignore the slower students. Some students
learn more quickly and easily than others. The teacher won’t want to spend time with
the few slowest students. She will prefer to focus on the average and fast students to
make sure they get bigh scores on tests. She can’t waste time with the students who can
get only mediocre scores. These students, who need the most belp in school, will get very
little belp at all. :

Finally, a teacher has no control over which students are placed in bis class. One
teacher may get all the best students in a school. Another may get several of the worst. If
the teacher has some average students, a few below average, and no students who are
above average, then of course the class will get lower test scores on their tests. People will
think those students didn’t learn much. It is not fair to base a teacher’s salary on some-
thing over which be bas no control.

Most teachers, like other professionals, want to do the best job possible. They want
to teach their students useful skills and knowledge and they want to help the students
who need belp. Teachers need encouragement and support, but basing their salary on
their students’ performance is not a good way to provide this.
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If you were asked to send one thing representing your country to an
international exhibition, what would you choose? Why? Use specific
reasons and details to explain your choice.

If I were asked to send one thing representing my country to an international
exbibition, I'd send something unexpected: one week’s worth of television programming. -
These programs best represent my country. They show how we live, what we value, and
what we teach our children.

Television programs show how people in my country live. They show bow different
people earn a living. They show the different kinds of bouses people live in. They show
routines of day-to-day living. They show the different kinds of relationships people have.
They give a broad representation of daily life in my country.

Television programs show what the people in my country value. Comedies indicate
what we think is funny. Documentaries show what issues we're concerned about and
how we want to resolve them. Sports programs show what we think about winning and
losing. In general, the range of programs shown on television demonstrates what we
think is important and interesting.

Children’s programs show what we teach our children. Some programs teach
school skills such as reading and math. Others tell stories from literature or folk tradi-
tions. Many focus on teaching children right from wrong. And some, like cartoons, are
Just meant to entertain. -

You can learn a lot about a country by walching its television programs. You can
learn about daily life, values, and education. That is why I would send a week's worth
of television programs to an international exhibition.

v

R R
You have been told that dormitory rooms at your university must be
shared by two students.Would you rather have the university assign
a student to share a room with you, or would you rather choose your
own roommate? Use specific reasons and details to explain your

answer.

. 99 |PR
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I'd rather bave the university assign a roommate to share a room with me. I don’t
know many people at the university 1 plan to attend. I'm sure the university will choose
a roommate who is compatible with me and this will give me the chance to make new

Jriends. ;

None of my close friends will attend the university with me. We all plan to attend
different schools. I have a few acquaintances at my university, but I don’t know them
well. I don't think they are people I would choose to live with. At this time, I really can’t
choose my own roommate. I am glad the university can do it for me.

The university bas a very good system for assigning roommates. All the students
hawve to fill out information sheets. We write about our majors, our interests, our study
babits, and our goals. The university uses this information to match roommates. They
can maich people who have similar habits and interests. I think it is a good system.
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When the university assigns me a roommate, I bave a chance to make new
friends. For one, my roommate will be a new friend. We already know that we will have
similar babits and interests, so we will probably enjoy spending time together. In addi-
tion, my roommate’s friends could become my friends, too. My roommate can infroduce
me to new people, and I can do the same for him.

I think it’s a good idea for a university to choose roommates for the studenis. They
can maich people who are compatible and give everyone a chance to make new friends.
Meeting new people is an important part of a university education, and this is one way
1o make that happen.

v

Some people think that governments should spend as much money as
possible on developing or buying computer technology. Other people

disagree and think that this money should be spent on more basic
needs.Which one of these opinions do you agree with? Use specific
reasons and details to support your answer.

Developing computer technology is important for the development of the country as
a whole. However, we have some basic needs and issues in our country that are even
more important than technology. Our children need to get a good education. Our trans-
portation system needs to be improved. We need to develop new sources of energy. We
need to work on these issues before we put a lot of money into computers.

Our children need to get a good education. We need to make sure that every
child in the country bas the opportunity to learn to read and write. In addition,
they all need to learn skills for the modern world. They need to learn how to use
computers. It costs money to buy computers for schools and train teachers io
use them. If children don’t learn basic computer skills in school, who will be
able to use modern computer technology?

We need to improve our transportation system. In-big cities, the roads are very
crowded and it is hard to get around. It takes a long time for people just to get to work
every day. We need to spend money developing a good public transportation system.

We need to get cars off the road and have more buses and trains. Computer technology
helps people at work. If it is difficult for people just to get to work, compuler technology
won't help them much.

We need to develop new sources of energy. Our current methods of generating
energy cause a lot of pollution. We need to develop the use of solar energy and other
nonpolluting energy technology. Energy research and development costs a lot of money,
but it is necessary. If we don’t have clean, cheap sources of energy, what will we use to
run our computers?

Computer technology is important. However, we can't take advantage of it if we
don’t solve some problems first. We need well-educated children, good public transporia-
tion, and clean sources of energy before we can spend money on compulers.
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Some people like doing work by hand. Others prefer using machines.

Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support
your answer.

I prefer using machines to doing work by band. Machines can work faster and
more neatly than I can, and they never get tired.

Machines are fast. If I want to write a letter, it takes me a certain amount of time.
If Lwrite ten letters by band, it takes ten times as long. If I use a computer, on the other
band, I just write the letter once, then tell the printer to make ten copies. Or I can use a
photocopy machine. Either way, it's much faster than doing all the work by hand.

Machines are neat. They don’t make mistakes and cut the wrong way. They don't
get distracted and spill coffee on the paper. They do a job over and over again, each
time as neatly as the time before. I could never be as neat as a machine.

Machines never get tired. You can set a photocopy machine to make 25 copies or
250 copies. It makes no difference to the machine how many copies it has to make. An
answering machine answers calls in the middle of the night as well as it does in the
morning. If I work a lot, I get tired, and I can’t work at all in the middle of the night.

I can depend on machines, but I can’t always depend on myself to be fast, neat,
and tireless.

v
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. 102|AD Schools should ask students to evaluate their teachers Do you agree o

¢ disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
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1 think it is a good idea for schools to ask students to evaluate their teachers. It is

good for the teachers, good for the school administrators, and good for the students
themselues.

Teachers can get a lot of useful information from student evaluations. They can
Jind out what the students like about the class and what they don't like. They can learn
what the students think is easy or difficult. They can discover which kinds of activities
the students prefer. Generally, they can find out the ways they reach the students and
the ways they don't. All of these things can belp teachers improve their classes.

Student evaluations are also belpful for school administrators. Student evaluations
help administrators learn which teachers are most effective. They give an idea of how
studenis are satisfied or dissatisfied with their school program. With this kind of infor-
mation, administrators can work better with the teachers. They can work together to
improve the school program where necessary.

Evaluating teachers is a good exercise for students. They bave to organize their
thoughts about their teacher. They bave to think about how they themselves learn best
and what kind of belp they need. This can belp them do better in class. Fvaluations also
give students a chance to develop bonesty and responsibility. Evaluations with real and
useful information are valuable to the school. Evaluations that are used as a way of
being mean or getting favors aren’t worthwhile.
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Student evaluations can provide a lot of useful information to a school. They help
the teachers, the school adminisirators, and the students. I think they are a very good
idea.

v

honesty, intelligence, a sense of humor) that a person can have to

be successful in life? Use specific reasons and examples from your
experience to explain your answer. When you write your answer, you
are not limited to the examples listed in the question.

Although honesty, intelligence, and a sense of bumor are all worthwhile character-
istics, I feel the most important one to bhave is sensitivity. A sensitive person is aware of
the way his or ber actions affect others. A sensitive person knows the place of honesty,
intelligence, and a sense of humor.

Honesty is not always the best policy. There is such a thing as a white lie. You
don’t want to tell someone that her expensive new dress doesn't look good on ber. You
wouldn'’t tell your friends that you don't like their house. Sensitive people know when it is
necessary 1o tell the truth and when it is better o tell a white lie.

Intelligence is a wonderful thing to have, but not all intelligent people use their
intelligence sensitively. It isn’t good to show off your intelligence and make other people
Jeel dumb. Sometimes you might bave to say, “My answer might be wrong. We should
check it.” Sensitive people know when to use their intelligence and when to step back
and let others answer.

A sense of bumor is always valued. Different people, however; laugh at different
things. A joke that is funny to you might be offensive to someone else. Some people can
laugh at their mistakes but others are uncomfortable about them. A sensitive person knows
when it’s O.K. to laugh or tease, and when it’s better to be sympatbetic or just quiet.

A sensitive person can make everyone feel comfortable. A sensitive person knows
that people are different and that honesty, intelligence, and humor need to be applied to
each situation differently.

v

of its

members. Compare the contributions of artists to society with the

contributions of scientists to society. Which type of contribution do

you think is more valued by your society? Give specific reasons to
support your answer.

Artists and scientists make very different types of contributions to our society,
and the contributions of both are valuable. Although the contributions of both

are important, however, our society seems to value the contributions of scientists
more.

Artists lift our spirits and show us who we are. A painter or writer shows us in
pictures and words what we're like as a people. Performing artists entertain us. Artists
take our minds off our troubles and remind us of the beauty of life. Artisis also belp keep
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society mentally and emotionally bealthy, because they provide us with a means of
expression. Art of all types is necessary to the human spirit.

Scientists make contributions to our material lives. The cars we drive, the comput-
ers we use at school and work, the appliances we use to clean our bouses, are all results
of the bard work of scientists. We can grow more food, and cure more diseases, and live
healthier lives thanks to scientific research. Scientists have helped improve our material
lives in many ways. :

Artists make valuable contributions to society, but society seems to value scientists
more. Scientists are more often rewarded with money than artists are. They generally
earn bigher salaries, and it is easier for them to get government funding for their work.
They have more social prestige and are generally considered to be smarter people than
artists. There are always exceptions, of course. Some scientists struggle to earn money.
Some artists are very rich and have a great deal of prestige, but they are few. Overall,
scientists have a better position in society.

The contributions of both artists and scientists are valuable to our society. They
each contribute to different aspects of our lives. Unfortunately, artists don’t always get
the recognition they deserve.

v

Students at universities often have a choice of places to live.They may
choose to live in university dormitories, or they may choose to live in
apartments in the community. Compare the advantages of living in
university housing with the advantages of living in an apartment in
the community. Where would you prefer to live? Give reasons for your
preference.

e R

I 'think it is better for university students to live in a dormitory. It makes their lives
much easier, it gives them more opportunities to make friends, and it belps them become
more involved in the university community.

Dormitory life is much easier than apartment life for a university student. If a
student rents an apariment, that means she bas to buy furniture and kitchen utensils.
She bas to shop and cook for berself every day. She has to spend time keeping the apari-
ment clean. A dormitory room, on the other hand, already bas furniture, and meals
are served in the dormitory dining room. The student doesn’t have to spend time taking
care of bousebold things and can just concentrate on ber studies.

A student living in a dormitory bas potential friends living all around ber. First
she'll make friends with ber roommate, then with the other students living on ber floor.
She can make friends in the dormitory dining room and the lounge. If she feels lonely,
if she needs help with ber classwork, if she misses her family, there is always someone to
turn to. If she lives in an apartment, she won't bave all this support. She might have a
roommaite, but otherwise she will be alone. She’ll have to put more effort into making
J[riends in ber classes.

By living in a dormitory a student is right in the middle of the university commu-
nity. She is close to all the university activities and it is easy to participate in them. She
can become involved in clubs, sports, or the student government. If she lives in an apart-
ment, she is farther from all these activities. It takes more time to get to club meetings.

il
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1t is barder to find out what activities are going on. It's more difficult to be part of the
community. : !

Living in an apartment bas advantages for some people, but for me dormitory life
is much better. It makes daily tasks, meeting new friends, and being involved in univer-
sity activities much easier. It is a convenient and fun way fo live.

v

You need to travel from your home to a place 40 miles (64 kilometers)
away. Compare the different kinds of transportation you could use.

Tell which method of travel you would choose. Give specific reasons
for your

When I choose a method of transportation to go 40 miles, I bave three common
choices: my bike, my parents’ car, or public transportation. When I choose among them,
1 think about how much it will cost, how long it will take, and why I need to go from
point A to point B. :

My bike is a less expensive alternative. The only cost is my manual labor to pedal
Sfrom my bome to a place 40 miles away. This method, however, is extremely time-
consuming. I imagine it would take me all day. Biking is excellent exercise. If my only
goal is to burn calories and strengthen my muscles, I should go by bike.

Public transportation is another alternative that is inexpensive. The cost is mini-
mal and shared by everyone on the bus or train. Where I live, you cannot depend on
public transporiation. It might take me all day to go 40 miles by public transportation
if I include waiting time. However, using public transportation is good for the Earth.

By sharing resources, we waste less.

Taking a private car is the most expensive, especially since I don’t own a car and I
~must borrow one from my parents. They want me to pay for my own gas, which is a lot,
and I must also pay for parking the car when I get to my destination. A car is the most

dependable way to go if I need to get there fast. When convenience is your goal, you
should pick a car.

When I consider these points, I must confess that I am spoiled. I prefer the conve-
nience of the car over the exercise of a bike and the virtues of public transportation.
I like to go and come when I want to without waiting, even if it costs me more.

v

available to all students. Others believe that higher education should

be available to only good students. Discuss these views.Which view do
you agree with? Explain why.

Some people believe that only the best students should go to a college or university,
but I don't. Academics are not the only purpose of a university education. Another
important goal is to learn about yourself. When you are separated from your parents,
you have 1o learn to be independent and make decisions about your future. I believe
every student should have the opportunity to have this kind of experience.
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I can understand why some people think that a college or university education
should be available to only good students. Higher education is very expensive. It might
seem like a wasle of money to send a mediocre student to college. If a better student will
learn more, why not send only the better student to college? Higher education is also a
big investment of time. Maybe a mediocre student could spend bis or ber time in a
better way, by getting a job or going to trade school.

I don't agree with this position. I think higher education should be available to all
students. It 1s true that it is expensive and takes a lot of time, but I think every student
deserves the opportunity to try it. People change. A student who didn’t like school as a
teenager may start lo like it as a young adult. Also, having the opportunity to make
independent decisions is part of a good education. A student may try college for a while
and then decide that trade school is a better place for him or ber. Or a student may
decide, ‘T will work bard now because I want a good future.” At a college or university
students have the opportunity to make changes and decisions for themselves.

All students who want to should be given the chance to go to a college or university.
In college they will have the opportunity to learn independence and to make adult deci-
sions about their future. This is a basic part of education and an experience every
student should have.

W

Some people belleve that the best way of Iearnlng about life is by
listening to the advice of family and friends. Other people believe that
the best way of learning about life is through personal experience.

Compare the advantages of these twe different ways of learning
about life. Which do you think is preferable? Use specific examples to
support your preference.

Both learning through personal experience and learning through the advice of
others can belp you a lot in life. I think learning through personal experience comes
Jirst, bowever. No one can teach you how to get along with other people, how to jucdge
your own abilities, or how to understand who you are. You can learn this only through
experience.

When we are small children, adults tell us, “Play nicely with the other children.
Don't fight. Don't hit.” In this way, we learn that it is important to get along with others.
Only through our own experience, bowever, can we learn how to do this. If another
child hits us, we learn that hitting isn’t a nice thing. If we fight with other children, we
learn that fighting doesn’t always get us what we want and maybe there are other

solutions. Through our own experiences, we begin to Zeam about ourselves and we
carry this learning into our adult lives.

Friends and relatives might say to us, “You are good at science. You should
become a doctor.” Or, “You are a talented artist. You should study painting.” Our
J[riends and relatives can observe our abilities and point them out to us. But they can’t
know everything about us. Maybe you get good grades in science but you think its
boring. Maybe you are a talented artist, but you like sports better. Through our daily
experiences we have the chance to learn about our abilities and our tastes. If we value
these experiences, we pay attention to them and use them to make decisions for our
Juture.

223
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The people who know us might say, “You are so hardworking.” Or, “You are too
shy and quiet.” They can point out our good qualities to us and that is good. We need
our own experience, however, to tell us who we really are. Maybe you really are shy, or
maybe it just looks that way to another person. Your own experience will tell you if this
is true and if it is important to you or not. When we pay attention to our own experi-
ences, we learn a lot about who we are and who we want to be.

The advice of other peaple can be very belpful. It isn’t much good, however, if we
don’t bave our own experiences to compare it to. I like to ask other people for advice, but
[ always pay attention to my own experience first.

v

When people move to another country, some of them decide to follow
the customs of the new country. Others prefer to keep their own

customs. Compare these two choices. Which one do you prefer?
Support your answer with specific details.

When you move to another country, you have to change some of your customs of
daily living. For example, you. will have to make some changes in your language, your
food, and your work habits. It is also important, however, to maintain some of your old
customs because they are part of your identity.

The most important thing to do in a new country is learn the language. Daily life
will be very difficult without it. You will need the language to find things in stores, 10
understand TV programs, to go to school, and for many other things. You don’t have
to stop speaking your own language, though. You can continue to speak it with family
and friends. You need your language to maintain your connection with your own
country and origins.

It is a good idea to learn to eat the food in a new country. It will make your life
easier. You can’t always find stores and restaurants that sell your country’s food. Eating
the new country’s food also belps you get to know something about the country and the
peaple. If you shop and eat only in places that sell your country’s food, you will get to
know only people from your country. You should also eat your country’s food some-
times. You will probably prefer it on holidays, for example. It is also a good 1hing 1o
share with new friends from your new country.

When you get a job, it is important to learn your new country’s work habits. If the
custom in the country is to arrive at work on time, you must do it. If the custom is to be
friendly with clients, invite them to restaurants, and so on, then you must do that. You
will not be successful in your job if you don’t adapt to the work habits. You might also
have some useful customs from your own culture. Maybe you have more efficient
methods of organizing work. Share your ideas with your coworkers. They might

appreciate it.

If you want to be successful in a new country, you have to adapt to its customs.
You also need to maintain some of your own customs because they are part of who you
are. The important thing is to find a good balance between the two.
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I cannot understand people who like to be alone. I always choose to be with friends
whenever possible. My friends keep me company, they are enjoyable to talk with, and
they teach me new things. I always feel good when I spend time with friends.

My friends keep me from feeling lonely. If I want to do something, 1 invite a friend
or friends and we do it together. It is fun to go to the movies, shopping, or even fo the
library to study with friends. It isn’t fun to do anything alone.

1 like talking with my friends. If I bave a problem, I talk it over with my friends
and they belp me solve it. If something interesting happens to me, I share it with my

[riends. They share their problems and experiences with me, too. :

[ learn a lot from my friends. A friend might invite me to a movie that I baven’t
ever heard of. A friend might tell me about a trip she took or a book she read. A friend
might have a different point of view about a political issue. I learn a lot of new and
interesting things by sharing with my friends.

Friends make our lives richer. They keep us company, share their problems and

experiences with us, and teach us many things. Life would be sad and lonely without
Jriends.

v

Some people prefer to spend time with one or two close friends.
Others choose to spend time with a large number of friends. Compare
the advantages of each choice. Which of these two ways of spending
time do you prefer? Use specific reasons to support your answer.

We all need to have friends, and I think the more friends we bave the better. When
you have a lot of friends, you are never alone. You always bave people who will enter-
tain you, people you can trust, and people who teach you about life.

Twant to have a lot of people I can have fun with. If I have a Iot of friends, I
always have people to laugh and joke with me. I bave people to go to the movies or the
mall with me. I have people to go to parties with me. If I bave only a few friends, they
might be busy when I want to do these things, or they might not enjoy some of the things
I enjoy.

I need to have a lot people I can trust. If I have a problem, I want to share it with
several friends. If I make a mistake or fail a test or have a fight with my parents, I need
my friends to belp me. I want to be able to pick up the phone and know I can easily

Jfind some friends to talk with. If I bave only a few friends, they might not be available
when I need them.

I like to have a lot of people who teach me about life. If I bave a lot of friends, I
have a lot of different people to learn from. Each person bas different experiences and a
different point of view. I can learn a lot of things from a lot of different people. If I bave
only a few friends, 1 will see only a few points of view.
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I like to have a lot of friends around me. I like to have fun with them and to learn
from them and 1o know that I can rely on them. My life is beiter because of all the
Jriends I have.

v
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Some people think that children should begin their formal education

at a very early age and should spend most of their time on their school |
studies. Others believe that young children should spend most of

with? Why?

~ Should a child spend more time on school studies or more time on play? The
answer to this question depends on the quality of the school and the quality of the play.
Wherever children spend their time, they should be active participants, not passive
observers.

Not all schools are the same. In some schools, children must sit quietly all day and
memorize dates and facts. In other schools, children are encouraged lo participate in
different kinds of activities. They are encouraged to ask questions, to interact with other
children, and 1o experience things.

Not all children play the same way. Some children prefer to waich TV or video
games. Other children enjoy games that involve physical activity, using the imagination,
or playing with other children.

Not all children are the same, but all children bave the same requirements for
learning. They learn when their minds and their bodies are active. They learn when
they socialize with other children. They can do these things during school time or
during play time. It doesn’t matter when or where they do these things; it only matters
that they do them.

Children can learn a lot from formal education and they can learn a lot from
play. Parents need to make sure that the time their children spend in school is quality
time. They need to make sure that the time their children spend at play is also
quality time. Then they can feel assured that their children are geiting the experiences
they need to learn and grow.

v

The government has announced that it plans to build a new university.
Some people think that your community would be a good place to

locate the university. Compare the advantages and disadvantages of
establishing a new university in your community. Use specific details
in your discussion.

A university can contribute a lot of good things to a city, but it also brings some
disadvantages. If we built a university bere, it would bring jobs, culture, and interesting
new people to our town. On the other band, it would also destroy land, cause traffic
problems, and be a burden on city services. There are two sides to every slory.
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A university would bring jobs, but it would also destroy land. During construction,
the university would have to bire carpenters, electricians, plumbers, etc. After the build-
ing is finished, they would hire people to belp run and mainiain the campus. We need
Jobs in our community, so this is a big advantage. On the other hand, the university
needs land to build on. Would they take over one of our city parks, or tear down some
of our houses? Either way, they would destroy things that we use and enjoy now.

The university would bring culture to our community, but it would also bring
crowds. The community could take advantage of events at the university such as con-
certs, lectures, and art exhibits. But a lot of people from all over would also attend these
events. They would fill our streets with traffic and cause parking problems. Our commu-
nity would no longer be a quiet place.

The university would bring interesting people, but it would also cause a burden on
our city services. People such as professors, researchers, and visiting lecturers would
work at the university. They are sure to contribute a lot to our community life. However,
they are also sure to have families. They will need houses, schools, and transportation.
How can our city suddenly provide services for a lot of new residents?

A university would bring many advantages to our city, but it would also have
some big disadvantages. The fact is, we already have two universities here and I don’t
think we need any more.

e T e i
Some people think that family is the most important influence on
young adults. Other people think that friends are the most important
influence on young adults. Which view do you agree with? Use
examples to support your opinion.

R

Although friends make an impression on your life, they do not have the same
influence that your family has. Nothing is as important to me as my family. From them,
I learned everything that is important. I learned about trust, ambition, and love.

Your family is with you forever. They are not going 1o leave you because they find
another daughter or son they like better. They are not going to leave you because they
think you are too much trouble. Friends come and go, but a family is permanent. You
can always trust your family.

Your parents are your role models. They will encourage you to do your best, to
push yourself, and to improve yourself. Friends want you to stay the same; they don’t
want you lo be different. Your family is ambitious for you. Friends are not.

A family’s love is not judgmental. They love you for everything you are. Friends
may love you because you have a new car or because you go out with them on
Saturday evenings. Friends may only like you, but your family loves you.

Without my family, I wouldn’t know what to do. I wouldn't feel as secure. I might
not have the ambition to go to school. 1 probably would be afraid to love. My family is
my grealest influence.
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v

Some people prefer to plan activities for their free time very carefully.
Others choose not to make any plans at all for their free time. Compare ¢

the benefits of planning free-time activities with the benefits of not |
making plans.Which do you prefer—planning or not planning for your
leisure time? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice. §

My free time is very valuable. I don't have a lot of free time, so I want to be sure to
spend every minute of it well. Therefore, I always try to make plans abead of time. In
this way I don't waste any of my free time, I have a chance to make any necessary
Dpreparations, and I can invite my friends to join me.

If I make a plan for the weekend abead of time, I don’t waste any of my free time
trying to decide what to do. If I don’t have a plan, I might spend all morning thinking
about the different things I could do. Before I knew it, balf the day would be gone. I
would lose balf my free time making decisions and it would be too late o start a lot of
activities. g

If I make a plan for the weekend abead of time, I can also make my preparations
abead of time. Then I can spend the whole weekend just enjoying myself. For example,
if Twant to go on a picnic, I can have my food all prepared beforeband. If I want to go
to a concert, I can get my tickets abead of time. By making plans abead of time, I am
sure I will be ready to do just what I want to do.

If I make a plan for the weekend abead of time, it's easier to invile friends to join
me. If I wait until the last minute, my friends might already have plans to do something
else. If I make plans abead of time, I can invite any friends I want to. And even if those
particular friends are already busy, I still have time to invite somebody else.

It’s always best to plan anything abead of time. I think it is especially important to
Dplan free time, because my free time is my best time. I want to enjoy every minute of it.

v

People learn in different ways. Some people learn by doing things;
other people learn by reading about things; others learn by listening

to people talk about things. Which of these methods of learning is best
for you? Use specifi les t ort your choice

I have never been able to learn well from reading or from listening to someone
talk. My mind wanders and I can’t grasp the situation. The best way for me to learn is
by doing things. It belps me understand and remember information better, and it is
much more interesting for me than reading and listening.

Doing things belps me understand. Someone may explain to me how a musical
instrument works, for example. I don’t really understand this, however, until I try to play
the instrument myself. Then I can bear and see and feel how the sound is made. I can
Jfeel bow hard I have to push a key or pluck a string to make the sound I want. Or I
could read a recipe in a cookbook. But I don't really understand how to prepare the

food until I try to make it myself.
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Doing things belps me remember. A teacher could explain some grammar rules to
me, but it's hard for me to remember them. However, when I practice using the gram-
mar rules by speaking the language, then I will remember them better. The more I speak
the language, the better I remember the rules. I could also read about math formulas in
a book. But I can't remember them unless I use them 1o try to solve some math problems.

Doing things holds my attention. When I listen to a lecture, my thoughis wander to
other things and I don't hear the information at all. When I read something, it is hard
Jfor me to follow the ideas unless I concentrate really hard. When I do something, on the
other hand, I am always interested in it. I have fo pay attention because I am the one
who s doing it.

We all have our own learning styles. For me, it is clear that I learn best by doing

_ things. It is the only way I can really focus my attention on information, understand i,

and remember il.

v
R e e

Some people choose friends who are different from themselves.
Others choose friends who are similar to themselves. Compare the

advantages of having friends who are different from you with
the advantages of having friends who are similar to you. Which kind
of friend do you prefer for yourself? Why?

There are a lot of advantages to having friends who are different from you. They
can introduce you to new food, books, and music. They can present you with a differ-
ent way of looking at the world. However, there are times when you need a friend who
really understands you. That is why I enjoy having all kinds of friends— both those who
ave different from me and those who are similar.

Someone who is different from you can show different ways of looking at things.
If you tend 10 be a spontaneous person, a scheduled person can belp you be more orga-
nized. And you can belp that person loosen up a bit at times, too. If you are impatient,
a patient friend can belp you calm down. If you are a little bit timid, an assertive friend
can help you develop more self-confidence.

Someone who has different tastes from you can introduce you to new things. A
Jriend might persuade you to read a book that you thought you wouldn't like. A friend
might get you to try new kinds of food. You can share your different tastes and interests
with your friend, too. Together you can dare to try new things.

There are times, however, when you really need a_friend who is similar 1o you.
Sometimes you get tired of compromising on what you want to do. You want to be with
someone who has the same tastes as you. A friend who is similar to you probably bas the
same reactions to situations as you do. Therefore, if you feel unhappy, a friend who is
similar to you can understand just why you feel that way.

Friends who are different from you have a lot to offer. Friends who are similar
offer something else. That is why it is important to know all kinds of people.
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h 4

Others like their lives to stay the same, and they do not change their

usual habits. Compare these two approaches to life. Which approach
do you prefer? Why?

It is true that some people prefer things to stay the same while others prefer change.
My preference is to establish a routine and follow it, although this has not always been
true of me. My circumstances have changed since I was young.

When I was younger; I enjoyed change. During school vacations I was free from
responsibility. I would travel, go away with friends at a moment’s notice, and make
decisions from day to day. In this way, I could bave lots of new experiences, meet new
and interesting people, and learn a lot about life.

These days, 1 enjoy following a routine. It makes my life easier because I am the
mother of two small children. Their lives are happier if I don’t upset their schedules too
much. For example, we give the children a bath every night at 8:00, put them in their
pajamas, read them stories, and put them to bed by 9:00. It is not always convenient 1o
do this, but everyone in the family is bappier when we follow our routine. In addition,
our friends know when we are free, which makes visiting easier.

In conclusion, my preferences have changed with the circumstances of my life.
Now, my family’s needs force me to have a routine. The stability of a household routine
is better for me now, even though I preferred the excitement and adventure of change
when I was young. I think the people you spend your time with often dictate your
lifestyle. :

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People
behave differently when they wear different clothes. Do you agree that

different clothes influence the way people behave? Use specific exam-
ples to support your answer.

People bebave differently depending on what they are wearing. The reason is not
because they bave changed, but because people’s reactions to them have changed.
Strangers react to your appearance because it is all they know about you. A friend may
be influenced by your dress also, if it is inappropriate for a situation. In addition,
appearance is almost always important at work.

Strangers can judge you only by the clothes you wear. Once I was wearing an old
army coat. I went into a fancy candy shop to buy some chocolates. The woman saw my
coat and was very suspicious of me. Because of the woman'’s negative reaction to me,

I acted more politely than usual. The woman reacted to my clothes and that made
me bebave differently.

With friends clothes are less important because friends know more about you.
However, friends can also react to you because of your clothes. Imagine you arrive at a
[friend’s party. Everyone is wearing formal clothes and you are wearing casual clotbes.
You might bave a good reason for this mistake, but your friend will still be disappointed.
You will probably feel uncomfortable all evening because you disappointed your friend
and because you are dressed differently from everyone else.
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Certain clothes are appropriate for certain jobs. For example, business clothes are
appropriate for some jobs; uniforms are appropriate for others. If you are not dressed
appropriately for your job, clients and coworkers take you less seriously. You might begin
to take yourself less seriously also, and your work could suffer. On the other hand, if you
are wearing the right clothes, people will have confidence that you are the right person
Jor the job, and you will feel this way, too.

Clothes don’t change you into a different person, but they can make you bebave
differently. If you are dressed inappropriately for a situation, people will react to you in
a different way. This reaction can, in turn, change your behavior. If you want good
reactions from people, make sure lo dress appropriately for every situation.

h 4

Decisions can be made quickly, or they can be made after careful
thought. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?
The decisions that people make quickly are always wrong. Use specific §
reasons and exampIes to support your oplmon

Sl

B R T T e T e

I don’t agree that quick decisions are always wrong. Sometimes they can be the
best decisions we make. A quick decision made about a familiar situation is usually
correct. Quick decisions based on a gut feeling, or instinct, can usually be relied on.
It’s the decisions made out of fear or desperation that we need to watch.

In familiar circumstances you can usually trust yourself to make a good decision
quickly. For example, your boss might offer you the opportunity to do a certain job. She
doesn’t have time to explain the delails right away but needs an immediate decision
Jrom you. It is probably safe for you to accept the assignment. You know your boss and
your boss knows you. You can trust that if your boss thinks this is a good assignment for
you, she is probably right.

We can also usually rely on our instinct. You might be looking for a new apart-
ment, for example. You look and look, but none of the apartments you see are right.
Then you walk into one and right away you know it is the place for you. You don’t
know anything about the neighborbood or the landlord and you aren’i sure about the
rent, but you immediately sign the lease. Some people might think this is crazy. I think
you will probably be very happy in that apariment because you listened to your instingt.
Your instinct doesn’t need a lot of information to make good decisions.

On the other hand, we can get into trouble when we make decisions out of desper-
ation. Let's say you are on a lonely road late at night and your car breaks down.
Another driver arrives and offers you a ride. There is something strange about this
person. You accept the ride, however, because you are tired and cold. This is not a good
decision; in fact, it is a very dangerous decision. It would be better to wait in your own
car, all night if necessary, for the police to arrive. You would realize this if you made the
decision more carefully.

Not all decisions need to be made carefully. We can usually rely on familiar situa-
tions and instinct to guide us in making quick decisions. We need to stop and think
more carefully, however, when we make decisions in more difficult circumstances.
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v

Some people trust their first impressions about a person’s character
because they believe these judgments are generally correct. Other
people do not judge a person’s character quickly because they

believe first impressions are often wrong. Compare these two attitudes
Which attitude do you agree with? Support your choice with specific
examples

Some people think it is unfair to judge others based on first impressions, but I dis-
agree. People can-show us who they really are in just a few minutes. Even if someone is
having an unusually bad day, it is still easy to see their true character. If I don't like
someone at first, I don’t want to waste time being friendly just because be or she might
change later. First impressions give us valuable information.

It doesn’t take long for people to show their true character. Some peopfe think you
have to see bow people act in different situations and talk to them a lot to get to know
them. I don't believe this is true. When you meet someone, pay attention to how the
Dperson greets you. You can see right away if the person is friendly or shy, polite or rude.
See how the person tries to make conversation and you will know what topics are inter-
esting to him or ber. All of this gives us a lot of information about a person.

Even on a bad day, you can see what a person is really like. Some people think
that it isn’t fair to judge people quickly because they might be baving a bad day. I dis-
agree. A bad day tells you a lot about people. You can see how they react to bad situa-
tions. Do they get very angry or take it all in stride? Do they get depressed and cry or just
try to forget the problem? These are important parts of a person’s character.

1 feel I can learn a lot about a person in a few minutes, so I don’t want to waste
my time if the first impression isn’t good. If I don't like the way a person greets me, or if
I am uncomfortable with the way a person responds to a bad situation, will my impres-
sion change later on? Probably not. If I spend more time with the person, I'll probably
Jjust see more of the same. I would prefer to spend that time looking for people who I like.

First impressions can tell us a lot about a person, no matter what the circum-
stances. We can learn enough to decide whether or not we want to spend more time
with that person. I always rely on first impressions.

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People are

never satisfied with what they have; they always want something more
or something different. Use specific reasons to support your answer.

11 believe that it is part of buman nature to never be completely satisfied with what
we have. This is true throughout our entire lives, from the time we are small children,
through adolescence, and on into adulthood. We are always trying lo have something
more or better or different than what we already have.

The desire for something different begins in early childhood. Give a small child
a toy to play with, and she’s bappy—until she sees another toy. Then she wanis fo
Play with the other 10y. Give her a cookie and give another cookie to her brother.
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She'll probably think that ber brother’s cookie is bigger than bers, or somehow differ-
ent, and cry for it.

The dissatisfaction with what we already have continues into adolescence. A
teenager may buy some new clothes. Then be sees his friend has shoes in a different style
or pants of a different color. All of a sudden bis new clothes are no good: he wanis what
bis friend has. Being like their friends is very important to teens and they constantly
change their desires in order to maich their friends.

Even in adulthood, we are not free from dissatisfaction. A young adult may be
excited to get her first job, but right away she starts thinking about moving up and get-
ting a better job. A young couple is finally able to buy a new house after saving for sev-
eral years. But soon they start thinking about buying anotber, bigger house. A man may

Jinally reach a bigh position in bis company after years of hard work. Not long after
that, be starts thinking about retirement. We are never satisfied.

It is part of the cycle of life to never be entirely satisfied with what we have. This is
actually a good buman quality because it pushes us on to each new stage of life.
Without dissatisfactions, we would probably always stay in the same place.

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People
should read only those books that are about real events, real people,

and established facts. Use specific reasons and details to support your
opinion

1t is just as important to read fiction as nonfiction. Fiction can actually teach us
about real things. It also belps develops our creativity and express our emotions. These
things are just as important as learning about facls.

Fiction can teach us about real things and give us a deeper understanding of
them. Nonfiction tells us only facts. Novels, on the other hand, can tell us some facts and
also about what those facts mean, or meant, to real people. Reading novels by Charles

Dickens, for example, belps us really understand the consequences of poverty
in Victorian England.

Fiction helps us develop our creativity. When we read stories, we try to imagine
what the places and characters look like. We try to imagine what it feels like to live a
character’s life. Developing creativity is just as imporiant as knowing a lot of facts.

Fiction helps us understand and express our emotions. When we read romances
or tragedies or comedies, we read about feelings that we ourselves bave. Reading belps
us explore these feelings more. It gives us a mirror for our emotional lives.

It is important to learn facts, but it is also important to develop creativity and
explore feelings. Reading fiction as well as nonfiction belps us do this. We should all

read a wide range of things to deepen our understanding of ourselves and of the world
around us. '




234 HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE TOEFL ESSAY

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more
important for students to study history and literature than it is for them

to study science and mathematics. Use specific reasons and examples
to support your oplmon

In my opinion, it is much more important for students to study science and maihe-
matics than it is for them to study bistory and literature. Science and mathematics are
much more practical. I is easier to get a job with science and math skills. Scientists and
mathematicians have more social prestige, and they can earn bigher salaries.

People who study science and mathematics get jobs more easily than people who
study history and literature. There are always jobs in fields such as medicine, computer
science, engineering, and other professions that require a science or math background.
People who study history or literature can only become writers or college professors. It is
difficult 1o get well-paying jobs in those fields.

Scientists and mathematicians have a lot of social prestige. Let’s face il— our
soctety values science and math. If you go to a party and say, ‘I am a rocket scientist,”
people will be interested in you. They will want to talk to you and be your friend. If you
say, “I am an historian,” no one will pay any attention to you.

Scientists and mathematicians also earn more money than people in other fields
because society values them more. A doctor, a chemist, a medical researcher—a person
in any one of these professions usually earns a far bigher salary than a literature profes-
sor, for example, or a history expert.

Our society values science and math, so it is important to develop skills in these
areas. If you have a science or math background, you are sure to get a good job, bave
lots of social prestige, and earn a good salary. Faced with this fact who would want 1o
study anything else?

v

Do you agree or dlsagree with the following statement? All students

should be required to study art and music in secondary school. Use
specific reasons to support your answer.

I agree that all students should be required to study art and music in bigh school.
Art and music can teach us many things. They can teach us about ourselves, about our
society, and about the world we live in. -

By studying art and music, students can learn a great deal about themselves. Both
are natural forms of self-expression. Just as our ancestors drew on the walls in caves :
and made music with drums, people today use art and music to explore their emotions. ;
Students also explore their likes and dislikes when they choose the music they want o ’
learn, or when they decide which subjects they want to draw. The process of making
music or making art is a process of self-exploration.

Studying art and music means more than drawing or playing an instrument.
Students go to museums and concerts, t0o. By studying pictures in museums or listening
to the selections in a musical program, students learn about their own culture. They
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learn about what their society values. They also learn about the bistory of their society
and bow lifestyles and values have changed over time.

By studying art and music from other cultures, students learn about other people
around the world. They learn about what is important in other societies. They learn
about similarities and differences between cultures. They learn about the history and
lifestyles of other places. New worlds are opened up to them.

By studying art and music in high school, students begin to understand themselves
as well as their own culture and other cultures. What could have more value than that?

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? There is

nothing young people can teach older people. Use specific reasons
and examples to support your position.

Many of us believe that young people have nothing valuable to teach older people.

However, that is not always the case. Young people can teach older people about tech-
nology, popular culture, and current social issues.

Young people are usually better than older people at using new forms of technolo-
gy. For example, children these days become familiar with computers at an early age.
Older people can learn to use computers from young people. Many older people bave
difficulty learning to use a videocassette recorder, while for young people this is usually

easy. I taught my grandparents how to use a VCR when I was thirteen, and now they
use it regularly.

Older people are usually not familiar with popular culture, and younger people
can belp here too. For example, most older people don’t know much about popular
music. When young people teach them about it, however, they may come to enjoy it. I
introduced my grandmother to some of my favorite music, and now she and I listen to
it together often. I plan to teach ber about a popular sport— rollerblading— very soon!

There are also more serious things that younger people can teach older people
about. Today’s children bave grown up knowing about AIDS and school violence. These
are serious social issues, but older people don'’t always understand them. Talking about
them with younger people can belp the older people learn more.

1 know there are people who say, “You can't teach an old dog new tricks.”
However, it is plain to me that the young bave plenty to teach the old if they take the
time to try. When they do, I think both gain a new appreciation for each other.

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Reading fiction

(such as novels and short stories) is more enjoyable than watching
movies. Use specific reasons and exa

Reading fiction is definitely more enjoyable than watching movies. Written stories
have more depth than movies. Readers are more actively involved in the stories, and
they can read their stories at any time and place they choose.

Most novels and stories have more depth than movies. Of course there are bad
books and excellent movies, but usually books contain more than movies. They explain
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more about the characters and show more details about the action. Part of the reason
Jor this is that most movies have to be close to two hours long. Books, on the other hand,
can be as long as the author wants.

~ Readers are more actively involved in a story than movie watchers are. A movie
waicher just bas to sit and watch. A reader, on the other band, bas to think and imag-
ine. The reader can'’t see the scenes like a movie watcher can. He has to picture them in
his mind and understand what they are about.

The most enjoyable thing about books is that you can read them at any time and
Place. You don’t bave to go to the movie theater or rent a video or wait for a movie to ;
appear on TV. If you want to enjoy a story for a few minutes before dinner or while |
riding the bus, you can. If you want to relax for a while before going 1o sleep, there is '
always a book ready for your enjoyment. Books are the most convenient form of enter-
tainment there is. s

Movies are fun, but books are better. Books keep the reader involved and enter-
tained. Books can be read at any time or place. I never go anywbere without a book.

v

S 2 G

Some people say that physical exercise should be a required part of
every school day. Other people believe that students should spend the
whole school day on academic studies. Which opinion do you agree

with? Give specific reasons and details to support your answer.

While physical exercise is important, I do not believe that it is a school’s responsi-
bility to provide physical training for its students. If physical exercise is part of the school
program, that means that students have to receive grades for it and that the school bas
to pay for the necessary space and equipment. This seems a waste of effort and resources
when students can usually get enough physical exercise on their own.

If a school offers physical education classes, then students will have to be graded in
them. It is not always easy o do this fairly. Some schools, especially smaller ones, may
not be able to offer activities that interest everyone. Then some studenis might get poor
grades simply because the school couldn’t offer an activity they enjoy or do well in. In
addition, research suggesis that participation, not excellence, in physical activities is
what benefils the body.

- Another issue is economic. Physical education costs money and many schools do
not have the money to provide gym facilities, playing fields, and athletic equipment for
their studenis. Other schools are located in cities where that kind of space just isn't
available. A few schools would rather keep money for academic purposes.

Many students get plenty of physical exercise as part of their daily life or recre-
ation. Some students walk or ride their bicycles to schools. Some participate in soccer
teams or tennis leagues outside of schools. Young people are usually active and have
Dplenty of chances to get exercise outside of school, whether in organized activities or not.

It is important to get plenty of physical exercise, and young people usually do this.
They don't need the school to focus effort and money on their physical education. It is
much better to direct the school’s resources toward academic achievement.
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A university plans to develop a new research center in your country.
Some people want a center for business research. Other people want
a center for research in agriculture (farming). Which of these two kinds
of research centers do you recommend for your country? Use specific
reasons in your recommendation

S R R T S e e e

Business research and education is already well developed in my country, so I
recommend an agricultural research center. Farmers in my country still follow old-
Jashioned methods. We need 1o do research to learn how to grow more crops, grow
disease-resistant crops, and educate farmers in modern methods so they can raise their
standard of living.

We need to increase agricultural production for several reasons. One is that the
population of my country is growing so we need to produce more food. In addition,
if we could export more crops, it would be good for our economy. An agricultural
research center could develop methods for growing more crops.

We also need to develop disease-resistant crops. Farmers spend a lot of time trying
to protect their crops from disease. Often, they lose their crops anyway, so a lot of money
and effort are lost. Some farmers end up losing their entire farms because disease kills
their crops. An agricultural research center could develop methods to save crops from
disease.

Farmers need to learn modern farming methods. They need 1o learn how to grow
more and better crops and they need to learn more efficient work methods. This would
- benefit the country as a whole and it would also make things better for farmers. Their
work would be easier and they would earn more money. An agricultural research
center could develop better farming methods and teach them to farmers.

An agricultural research center would benefit everybody. We would all have more
Jood to eat, agricultural exports would belp our economy, and the farmers’ standard of
living would improve.

s R T

Some young chlldren spend a great amount of thelr time practicing
sports. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this. Use specific
reasons and examples to support your answer.

TR

RS

Participating in sports is good for children. It belps them stay in good physical
shape, it belps them learn teamwork, and helps them learn to develop excellence.
However, too much of a good thing is never good, and children need to balance sports
with other types of activities.

It is important 1o stay in shape, and participating in sports is a good way to do this.
In sports, children get a chance to run and jump, to develop their muscles and lungs.
This is especially important after spending most of the day sitting at a desk doing school-
work. However, if children focus too much on sports, they might neglect their homework.
They might also be oo tired to pay attention in school.
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Participating in sporis belps children learn to work on a team. They bave to pay
attention and cooperate and do what is best for the team. This is an important skill that
will belp them throughout their lives. If children always play on a team, however, they
don’t bave the chance to learn to do things alone. They don't learn to enjoy solitary
activities such as reading or drawing, and they don’t learn bow to play with just one or
two other children and no adult supervision. These activities also help develop important
skills. :

Learning to play sports belps children learn to develop excellence. They want to be
really good in the sporis they choose. Each one wants to be the best ball player or gym-
nast possible. While it is good to learn to work toward goals, it is also good to participate
in other types of activities. Children need activities that are just for relaxation and
enjoyment. They need activities that don't involve competition. If they focus too much on
sports, they might not get a chance to do these other activities.

Playing sports is an important part of a child’s development. Other activities,
however, are equally important. Adults should encourage children to find a balance
between different types of activities in their lives. '

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Only people

who earn a lot of money are successful. Use specific reasons and
examples to t

Many people believe that a large income equals success. I believe, however, that
success is more than how much money you make. Some of those measures of success
include fame, respect, and knowledge.

Most people assume that famous people are rich people, but that isn’t always true.
For example, some day I would like to be a famous researcher. Few scientists are rich by
today’s standards. Still, I will feel myself successful if I am well known. Additionally,
there are many famous humanitarians who are not rich. Mother Theresa was one.
Certainly no one would say she was not successfiil.

1 also believe that being respected by coworkers indicates success. Without that
respect, money means very little. For example, I once did some work for a top attorney
|_ in a law firm. He made a very good salary, but be wasn't a nice man. No one ever did
work for bim willingly. He ordered everyone around, and we didn't respect bim. In
contrast, however, I had a wonderful band director in high school. He bad to take extra
Jobs just to make enough money to support bis family. However, bis students bad great
respect for bim and always listened to what be said. As a result, we were a very good
band. In my opinion, my band director was more successful than the attorney was.

Finally, I think one of the most important indicators of success is knowledge.
Wealthy people don't know all the answers. For example, in the movie Good Will
Hunting, the only person who could solve complex problems was the janitor. He knew
a lot and decided what be wanted 1o do with that knowledge rather than just think
about money. In my opinion, be was extremely successful.

When we think of history, there are few people we remember simply because they
were rich. Overall, we remember people who did something with their lives— they were
influential in politics, or contributed to science or art or religion. If bistory is the
ultimate judge of success, then money surely isn’t everything.
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If you could invent something new, what product would you develop?
Use specific details to explain why this invention is needed.

T T T e e e D e e o T B e

If I could invent something new, I'd invent a device or pill that could put people to
sleep immediately and would bave no side effects. The proper amount of sleep is impor-
tant for our concentration, mental bealth, and physical bealth.

When we don't get enough sleep, our concentration is strongly affected. We're easi-
ly distracted, we can’t remember things, and we don't notice what’s happening around
us. For example, a lot of car accidents are caused by tired drivers. When we get enough

sleep, our powers of concentration are sharper. We're more focused on what we’re
doing. We perform better.

Mental bealth is also affected by lack of sleep. When we don’t get enough sleep
we're irritable. We lose our tempers easily and overreact to situations. In_fact, experi-
ments have shown that lack of sleep over a long period of time can cause a complete
mental breakdown. When we gel our proper rest, we're more alert and responsive. Our
outlook is positive, and we’re much easier to get along with.

Sleeplessness also affects our physical bealth. We bave less energy, and everything
seems like a major effort. Over a long period of time, we become slow and unresponsive.
The wear and tear on the body from lack of sleep can be a very serious bealth problem.
Every doctor will tell you that getting enough sleep is important for your bealth.

Wouldn't it be great to go to bed every night knowing you'd have no problem
getting to sleep? Getting enough sleep is always going to be an important part of how
you respond to your situation. I think this device would be very belpful to all of us.

e e e

Do you agree or disagree with the followmg statement? A person’s
childhood years (the time from birth to twelve years of age) are the

most important years of a person’s life. Use specific reasons and exam-
ples to support your answer.

e e e e e e e e S e e e B b e

I think I'd bave to agree that a person’s childhood years are the most important.
These are the years that form us. During these years we learn about relationships, begin
our formal education, and develop our moral sense of right and wrong.

No doubt, the early years are the time when we learn about relationships, first with
our family, then with the rest of the world. We learn how to respond to others based on
the way others treat us. If we're loved, then we learn bow to love. If we're treated harsh-
by, then we learn to treat others in the same way. We also form our ideas about self-
worth based on the way others treat us during these years. They can teach us that we’re
worthless, or they can show us that we deserve love and respect.

These are the years when we begin our formal education. In school we learn the
basic skills of reading, writing, and working with numbers. These are skills that we will
use throughout our lives. We also learn how to analyze and use information. This is

Dperbaps the most important thing we learn during these years. Presumably, these are
skills that will always be usefil. :
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Most important, from my point of view, we develop our moral sense of right and
wrong during these years. At first others teach us about good and bad. As we grow, we
begin to decide for ourselves. During this time we also begin to develop self-discipline to
live according to our morals.

I believe a person grows and changes throughout the many stages of life. However,
the foundation is laid, by and large, in those first few years of life.

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children
should be required to help with household tasks as soon as they are

able to do so.Use specific reasons and examples to support your

[ believe that children should be required to belp with bousebold tasks. It belps
them learn skills and responsibility, and it belps the family. Sharing in housebold tasks
benefits children of all ages.

First of all, housebold tasks build skills. Very young children learn motor skills and
classification skills when they pick up their toys and put them away. Older children
learn skills they’ll need as adudts. They learn cooking and cleaning, which may seem
dull, but that are undoubtedly useful skills they'll need when they leave home.

Children learn responsibility when they belp with household tasks. They learn to
organize their time so they can fulfill their responsibilities. They learn that chores bave
to be completed before they can play. Children who understand that effort pays off will
be more successful later in life.

When children belp with housebold tasks, everyone in the family is bappier. When
parents come home from their jobs, they’re faced with all the housework. If children
share in the housework, everything is easier. The work gets done more quickly, and then
the family can relax together. The children are belpers and the parents don’t have to feel
like servants to them.

Kids should not work all the time. A happy life needs balance. But if they can
successfully bandle tasks at home, they will bandle life better; too. They will know the
satisfaction of doing a good job, be involved in family life, and become more confident
and responsible adulls.

v
St

Some high schools require all students to wear school uniforms. Other

high schools permit students to decide what to wear to school. Which

of these two school policies do you think is better? Use specific reason
and examples to support your opinion

- Many high schools require students to wear uniforms. I think this is an excellent
policy because uniforms can make things more equal for all students. When all the
students dress alike, no one will be treated differently because of economic level,
personal looks, or who bis or ber friends are.
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Uniforms make students equal on an economic level. With uniforms, students
Sfrom poor families dress the same as students from rich families. This can prevent envy
and jealousy about stylish clothes. It can also encourage students to form [friendships
based on personality, not clothes.

Uniforms can reduce unequal treatment by teachers. Research suggests that
teachers often have higher expectations for more attractive students, and this includes
students with nicer clothes. Uniforms belp teachers make judgments based on ability,
not appearance.

Uniforms encourage the individual students of a school to feel like part of a bigger
group. Their feelings of being together, working together, and having something in
common are all belped by uniforms. Students are less likely to be left out because they
belong to the “wrong crowd.”

It is my opinion that all schools should have a policy requiring uniforms. Uniforms
give every student an equal chance.

Do you agree or disagree with the followmg statement? Playlng a
game is fun only when you win. Use specific reasons and examples to

I agree with the old saying, “It’s not whether you win or lose, it’s how you play the
game.” I bave fun playing all games because they give me time to be with my friends,
learn new things, and work as a team.

Tennis is one game that I enjoy. It’s a great opportunity to socialize. First, I have fo
talk to my partner in order to arrange a time to play a game. We also talk about other
things at the same time. We have another opportunity to talk while we are waiting for
the tennis court to be free. Afler the game, we almost always go out for coffee and talk
some more. We often don't even talk about tennis. The game is just an excuse for us to
get together.

The board game Scrabble provides a good opportunity to build my language skills.
It’s a challenge to try to form words from the letters that are in front of me. I always
learn new words from my opponents, too. Often we don't even keep score when we play
the game. We just enjoy being together and improving our English.

The game of soccer gives me the chance 1o be on a team. I like traveling with the
group when we go o other schools to play games. I like learning how to play as a team.

Our coach tells us that the most important thing is to play well together. It’s also impor-
tant to have fun. Winning is secondary.

1 play games because they are fun. Playing games gives me the opportunity to do .
things that I enjoy and be with people that I like. You can’t win every time, but you can
always bave fun.
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v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? High schools
should allow students to study the courses that students want to
study. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

I think the basic subjects, such as mathematics, literature, and science, should be
required for all students. However, I also believe it is important to allow bigh school
students to choose some of the subjects they study. In this way, they get to explore subjects
they might want to study in college. They also get a chance to learn responsibility and to
take some subjects just because they like them.

Students can start exploring possible career interests when they are allowed to
choose some of their own subjects. If they bave the chance to take a journalism class, for
example, they may discover that field as a possible career. Or, students who like science
may have the chance to learn about different branches of science. Then they can make
better choices about a course of study when they go o college.

When students choose some of their own subjects, they have the chance to learn
responsibility. They have to decide which courses are most compatible with their goals
and interests. They bave to think about what is the best way to spend their time in
school. They will bave to make decisions and choices for themselves throughout life.
They should begin to get some experience with this in bigh school.

Students should also have a chance to enjoy themselves in school. If they can
choose some of their own subjects, they can choose subjects they are interested in. A class
such as international cooking may not be the start of a brilliant professional career, but
it can be an enjoyable learning experience. Students should be able to spend some of
their time exploring their interests and doing things they enjoy.

When students are allowed to choose some of their subjects, they get a chance 1o
explore their interests and goals and take responsibility for themselves. This is an impor-
tant part of education.

w

Do you agree or disagree with the foHowmg statement? It is better to
be a member of a group than the leader of a group. Use specific h

reasons and examples to support your answer.

It is always better to be a leader than a follower. It is a much more interesting role
1o have. Leaders have skills and a chance to use them, they are constanily challenged to
do the best job possible, and they are responsible for their actions. Followers, on the other .
hand, only bave to follow and do what they are told. ‘

It takes skills to be a good leader. Not everyone can do it. Leaders have to assess sit-
uations and decide how to approach them. A job supervisor, for example, has to decide
the best way to get a project done, organize the work, and assign tasks to each worker.
The workers only bave to do their assignments. In fact any one worker may have to do
the same job over and over again on each new project, while the leader’s job is different
every time.

Being a leader is a challenging position to be in. Any time there is a problem, the
leader has to decide how to solve it. If a job supervisor assigns tasks to the workers, then

e |
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one or two workers get sick, the supervisor bas to reorganize the work. If some workers
aren’t gelting along with each other or need support or if supplies start to run out, it is
the supervisor’s job to figure out how to get the job done and keep everyone bappy. The
leader must do bis or ber job as well as possible so that everyone’s work gets done well.”

Leaders have responsibility. Each follower is responsible for bis or her part, but the
leader is responsible for the whole. If a project succeeds or fails, the leader is the one who
gets the credit or the blame. This motivates the leader to do the best job possible. A follow-
er with less responsibility is not as motivated.

It is better to be a leader because a leader bas a more interesting and challenging
role than a follower. A leader will always strive to do bis or ber best, while a follower
may not be motivated to do this. I like to be challenged and I want to do my best, so I

prefer being a leader. .

v

R L O S =25
§ 139|EX What do you c0n5|der to be the most !mportant roomina house'-’ !
gg Why is this room more important to you than any other room? Use |
specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. |
N%%&, e e e T T T Mm»w‘mwaw*’%

My favorite room in a bouse is the kiichen. I love kitchens because they are the
place where the family gathers and where food is prepared, and I have many bappy
memories of kitchens.

In my family, we bave always bad the custom of gathering in the kitchen. When
my brother and I come home from school, we go straight to the kitchen for a snack. We
usually do our homework at the kitchen table. Often, we are still there when my parents
come home from work. Then we might belp them prepare dinner. A lot of our time
together is spent in the kitchen. When relatives come 1o visit, they also spend time in the
kitchen. We usually all end up there, drinking tea while we talk.

I like eating, and I enjoy cooking too, so of course I like the kitchen. I especially love
holidays when I spend all day in the kitchen with my cousins preparing special holiday
Jood. The cooking is fun and sharing the work is even more fun. Sometimes our meals
turn out well and other times not so well, but the fun of preparation is the most impor-
tant part.

I bave many happy memories of kitchens. I remember visiting my grandmother
when I was small. Following family custom, those visits usually took place in the kitchen.
T watched my grandmother cook and listened to ber and my mother talk. I learned a lot
about cooking and a lot about life. Now my grandmother is dead, but I alhways feel ber
near me when I am in the kitchen.

For me, many bappy things bappen and bhave happened in kitchens. When I
have my own house, I will be sure that the kitchen is the biggest and most beautiful
room in.it.
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v

Some items (such as clothes or furniture) can be made by hand or by

machine.Which do you prefer—items made by hand or items made by
machine? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your choice.

Some people prefer to buy handmade items because of their beauty. I don’t think
this is important, however. I prefer machine-made items. Machine-made items are
cheaper, more available, and easier to dispose of.

It is much cheaper to buy machine-made items than bandmade items. A lot of
time and efffort goes into making things by band, while a machine can turn out bun-
dreds of copies of an item in just minutes. They're easier to make, so cheaper to buy. I
can afford to have twenty or thirty machine-made dresses. If I bought only handmade
clothes, on the other hand, I could buy only very few.

It is much easier to find machine-made items than handmade items. Go to any
store in your neighborhood. How many sell handmade items? Very few, if any. Usually
only specialty shops sell handmade items. If I wanted to buy a handmade chair, for
example, I might spend days or weeks looking for a store that sold one I liked. If I buy
machine-made chairs, I have lots of choices right in my own neighborhood.

It is much easier to dispose of machine-made items than handmade items. If I
break a handmade plate, 1 feel I must make the effort to repair it, and repair it nicely.
This is not only because of the cost of buying a new one, but also because of its beauty.
People don't like to throw away handmade things because they feel that they are throw-
ing away beauty. However, if I break a machine-made plate, I can just throw it in the
trash without a second thought. Then I can go 1o the store and buy a dozen new ones if
[ wish.

Handmadle items look nice, but they aren’t at all practical. Machine-made items
are easier 1o buy and 1o dispase of when you are finished with them. I always choose
machine-made items.

v

If you could make one important change in a school that you attended

what change would you make? Use reasons and specific examples to
rt ans

A big problem at my high school is the foreign language program. This program is
neglected in favor of the math and science program, but I think it is just as imporiant. .
The school can improve it by offering more classes, biring well-trained instructors, and
introducing the use of modern technology.

The first thing we need is third- and fourth-year language classes. Right now we
don’t bave any classes above the second year level. It's hard to learn much about a lan-
guage in only two years. This is especially frustrating for those of us who want to contin-
ue language study in college because we won't be well prepared.

Next, we need well-trained instructors. The current teachers in the program don’t
speak the languages well enough. They frequently make errors that the students repeat.
If the teachers were well trained, they would be good models for the students. We would
learn languages better.
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Finally, we need to use modern technology in our language classes. Even though
our school has a computer laboratory, we never use it in our language classes. We need to
have and use computer software that is made for learning languages. We also need to be
able to use the Internet to search for current, real-life materials in the languages we study.

Understanding people from other countries depends on being able to communicate
with them. Poor language instruction makes this impossible. Improving the foreign lan-
guage program would really make a difference to the students of the school.

v

A qgift (such as a camera, soccer ball, or an animal) can contribute to a
child’s development. What gift would you give to help a child develop?
Why? Use reasons and specific examples to support your choice.

I remember the bicycle my sister gave me when I was ten years old. That bike
meant a lot to me. It meant physical activity, transportation, and independence. If I
wanted to give a gift to a child now, I would give a bicycle.

Bikes are a wonderful form of physical activity. They encourage outdoor play and
exercise. Television and video games, which are the most popular children’s activities
nowadays, involve mostly sitting and watching. Riding a bike makes exercise fun.

Bikes are also a convenient form of transportation. A child with a bicycle can eas-
ily ride to school or to visit friends. She doesn’t have to wait for an adult to take ber
somewbere. She can go whenever she wants.

Bikes give children independence. Not only can they go where they want, they can
also do what they want on the way. A child on a bike can stop at the store or choose a
more interesting road or explore new neighborhoods. He can stop to look at or do what-
ever seems interesting. The bicycle gives him plenty of opportunities to explore the world
on bis own.

My bicycle gave me fun exercise, easy transportation, and freedom. For all these
reasons, I think that a bicycle is a good gift that can belp a child develop.

h

Some people believe that students should be given one long vacation
each year. Others believe that students should have several short

vacations throughout the year.Which viewpoint do you agree with?
Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

1 think several short vacations throughout the year are better than one long vaca-
tion. Students can concentrate on their studies better if they have more frequent breaks.
Frequent breaks also make it easter 1o get a fresh start when necessary. Finally, I think
Students can make better use of their vacation time if it is shorter.

More frequent vacations make it easier for students to concentrate on their work.
Students often get tired near the end of a long school year. Time seems to drag on dur-
ing the last two montbs of school and nobody gets much work done. If the school ses-
sions were shorter, they would be over before students had a chance to get tired. Then
Students could have a break, get rested, and return for the next school session with

Dlenty of energy to start studying again.
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With more frequent vacations, students can more easily get a fresh start when they
need one. Sometimes a school year just starts out badly for some students, and no mat-
ter what they do, it’s bard to change. They have to wait for a new school year to begin so
they can start again. If the school year is long, a lot of time is wasted. With more fre-
quent breaks, a student who is having a bad time doesn’t need to wait a whole year to
be able to start anew. That opportunity will come more quickly.

If students have more frequent, shorter vacations, they can actually make better
use of that vacation time. A student may start a long vacation with plans, but those
Dplans are soon used up. He becomes bored and just sits around doing nothing. With
shorter vacations, a student can plan an interesting trip or project or take a job. Before
he has time to get bored with those activities, it’s time for school to start again. Then be
has time to make fresh, new plans before the next break comes up.

1 think shorter, more frequent vacations belp students make better use of both their
school time and their vacation time. It is a plan that every school should adopt.

v

S e e R
Would you prefer to live in a traditional house or in a more modern
apartment building? Use specific reasons and details to support your
choice.

T U e

A modern apartment building is the best kind of place to live. Everything in it is
new, everything works, and it is much easier to maintain than a traditional house. '

In a modern apartment building everything is new and in good condition. There
aren’t holes in the walls or in the roof. The floors are clean and the paint is fresh. The
kitchen appliances are modern and convenient. The lighting fixtures are modern so
they give good light, and the electrical outlets are all in the right place. It is a comfort-
able way to live.

Since everything in a modern apartment is new, you can be sure it all works. You
can rely on the beating system to keep you warm in the winter. You know the air condi-
tioning will work all summer, even on the bottest days. You don't have to frantically call
a repair company because your dishwasher breaks down on the day you plan a big
party. You can count on all the modern systems and appliances to work whenever you
need them.

A modern apartment is much easier to maintain than a traditional house. A
house has grass that needs to be cut and a basement that needs to be cleaned and a
Jurnace that needs to be maintained. In an apartment, you have none of these worries.
You just have to do your housecleaning. Even that is easier, because an apariment is
usually smaller than a house.

It is much easier and more comfortable to live in a modern apartment. I don't
know why anybody would want to live in a traditional house.
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Some people say that advertising encourages us to buy things that we
really do not need. Others say that advertisements tell us about new
products that may improve our lives. Which viewpoint do you agree

with? Use spec;f‘ C reasons and examples to support your answer.

The purpose of adwms*mg is to let people know what produc&s are on tbe marker
We need it so that we can make good decisions when we go shopping. Advertising tells
us when new and improved products become available and lets us know which ones
have the best price.

Through advertising we learn about new products. For example, many grocery
stores now sell prepackaged lunches. These are very convenient for busy parents. They
can give these lunches to their children 1o take to school. Busy parents don't have time to
look at every item on the store shelf, so without advertising they might not know about

- such a convenient new product.

Even products we are familiar with may be improved, and advertising lets us
know about this. Most people use cell phones, but new types of cell phone service become
available all the time. There are different plans that give you more bours to talk on the
phbone, you can send text messages and photos, and next week probably some even-
newer type of service will be available. By watching advertisements on TV it is easy to
Jind out about new improvements to all kinds of products.

Advertisemenis keep us informed about prices. Prices change all the time, but any-
one can look at the ads in the newspaper and see what the latest prices are. Advertise-
menis also inform us about sales. In fact, some people buy the newspaper only in order
fo check the prices and plan their weekly shopping.

Advertisements improve our lives by keeping us informed about the latest product
developmenis and the best prices. Advertisements serve a useful purpose.

v

Some people prefer to spend their free time outdoors. Other people
prefer to spend their leisure time indoors. Would you prefer to be
outside or would you prefer to be inside for your leisure activities?
Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

R R A T R e T A e e

I prefer to spend my leisure time outdoors whenever possible. It is more inieresting
and relaxing than staying indoors. Being outdoors gives me the opportunity to see new
sights, try new things, and meet new people.

When I am outdoors, I have the opportunity to see new sights. I might go to a new
park. I could go swimming at a beach I bave never visited before or take a hike in a
new place. The scenery is always different, too. Indoors I always look at the same four
walls. Outdoors the scene is constantly changing. The flowers change with the seasons,
the birds come and go, plants grow, trees fall down, nothing ever stays the same. It is
fascinating to watch nature change.

When I am outdoors, I bave the opportunity to try new things. I can learn how to
sail a boat or climb rocks or swim farther and faster than before. I can also study
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nature and learn about the different kinds of plants and animals. There is always
something new to learn, and some of these things are very challenging.

When I am outdoors, I bave the opportunity to meet new people. I might meet
someone casually while I am taking a walk or sitting on the beach. I can also meet
Dpeople in a sailing class or a biking club. Most of the people I meet during outdoor
activities are interesting people. They enjoy the same activities that I enjoy. I think
becoming involved in outdoor activities is actually one of the best ways to make new

friends.

I am usually bored indoors, but I always enjoy the things I do and the people I
meet when I am outdoors. Doing things outdoors is the most interesting way for me to
spend my time.

Your school has received a glft of money. What do you think is the best
way for your school to spend this money? Use specific reasons and
details to support your choice.

Our school has many needs, but I think the best way to spend a gift of money is on
new classroom equipment. Our school is old. We don’t have enough desks and chairs
Jor all the students and our classroom furniture is out of repair. If we buy new equip-
ment, the students will feel better and want to work hard. The community will take
pride in our school. New equipment will last a long time, so we will feel the benefit of the
gift for many years.

It is bard for studenis to study when there aren’t enough chairs in the classroom. It
is bard for them to use old, broken blackboards. It is bard when there aren’t good book-
shelves and cabinets to organize the classroom supplies. With new equipment, students
will feel like school is a nice place to be. They will feel like the teachers care about them.
They will be motivated to study barder and do the best job they can.

1t is bard for the community to feel proud of a school that looks old and broken.
If members of the community visit the school and see new classroom equipment, they
might feel better about the school. They might say, “This school bas improved, and we
can improve it more.” They might be motivated to contribute money and volunteer time
to further improve the school. Every school is better when community members become
involved. New equipment can belp motivate them.

We could spend the gift money on educational trips for the students. We could
spend it on supplies such as paper and pencils or on books. All these things are impor-
tant for education, but they don’t last. Students this year will benefit, but students five
years from now won't. Classroom equipment, on the other band, lasts many years. If we
spend the money on equipment, students will benefit for many years to come.

New classroom equipment will motivate both students and community members 1o
improve their participation in school. Everyone will benefit from new equipment now
and in the future as well. Therefore, I think this is one of the best ways we can spend a
gift of money to our school.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing games
teaches us about life. Use specific reasons and examples to support
your answer.

T s HA: T R S

Almost everyone loves games. Playing games is both fun and useful because they
teach us the skills we need in life. They teach us about cause-and-effect, about how to
deal with people, and about following rules.

First of all, games teach us about cause-and-effect relationships. If we bit a ball, it
will land somewbere or someone will catch it. If we make certain combinations with
cards, we win points. We learn to pay attention to the results of our actions.

Playing games teaches us how to deal with other people. We learn about team-
work, if the game bas teams. We learn how to assign tasks according to each person’s
skills. We learn how to cooperate with team members. If the game doesn’t bave teams,
we still learn about interacting with otber people. We learn how to negotiate rules and
get along with others.

Game playing teaches us how to follow rules to achieve something. We find out
that if we want to reach a goal, we need to know the rules. We learn how to go step by
step toward a desired end. We learn bow to make a plan for reaching our goal. We
learn strategy.

Most people understand that “all work and no play” is bad for you. Learning all
these things would be much slower if we didn’t play games. Life would be much
duller, too.

v

149|MA  |Imagine that y'ou have received some land to use as you wish. How
would you use this land? Use specific details to explain your answer.

T would like to use my land for something that everyone can enjoy. Therefore, I
would build a campground on it. Right now we don’t have any good places for outdoor
recreation in my town. A campground would be an inexpensive place for outdoor
recreation and would provide activities that everybody would enjoy.

There aren’t many opportunities for outdoor recreation in my town. We have only
one small park and a playing field bebind the bhigh school. That really isn't enough
space for our needs. In addition, the park is not well maintained so people don't like to
use it. A well maintained campground would give our town a nice place to enjoy out-
door activities.

We bave many opportunities for indoor recreation, but they are all expensive. We
have a brand new movie theater, but the ticket prices go up every day. It is especially
hard to pay for tickets if you have several children. We have a museum of local bistory,
but that, too, is expensive. Young people like to go to the mall, but of course that just
encourages more spending. A campground, on the other band, is an inexpensive place
to spend time, even for large families.
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At a campground, everybody can find activities that they enjoy. People can play
different kinds of games outdoors, they can go hiking or study nature, or just sit and
relax. At night they can enjoy talking around a campfire. It is a nice place for families
to enjoy some free time together.

A campground would provide an inexpensive and enjoyable place for families
and friends to spend time togetber. It would be a great asset to our town. I think it
would be a very good way to use land.

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Watching
television is bad for children. Use specific details and examples to
support your answer. \

T R

I think television is very bad for children. It is bad for their bealth, it is bad for
their minds, and it is bad for their values. They should rarely be allowed fo waich i.

When children watch a lot of television, they don't get a lot of physical exercise.
They just sit and watch all day. Often, they eat snacks while they watch TV. The snacks
are probably cookies and potato chips and other food that is bad for their bealth.
Children need to get a lot of exercise. They need to play active games. They also need
to eat bealthful food. Television watching does not encourage any of this.

When children watch a lot of television, they are exposed to a lot of information
and ideas. Some of this is educational, but a lot of it is not. Children don’t always know
the difference. There is a lot of violence, sex, and other things on TV that children
shouldn’t see. If children learn about adull topics from TV, they will have a distorted
view of the world.

When children watch a lot of television, they are encouraged to be materialistic.
Advertising teaches children that baving a lot of things is imporiant. It teaches children
that they must always have the newesl, biggest, or most expensive thing. In addition, the
characters on TV shows drive new cars, have fashionable clothes, and live in big houses.
This also encourages children to want things.

Television can educate and enteriain, but it also gives a distorted view of the
world. It generally does not encourage bealthful, intelligent, or moral living. It should
not be a big part of any child’s life. '

v

What is the most important animal in your country? Why is this animal

important? Use reasons and specific details to explain your answer.

e R T e T R e e

The most important animal in my country is the dog. Almost evem)bbdy in my
country has, or bas bad, a dog in bis or her life. Dogs provide us with companionship,
assistance, and protection. Most people like having dogs around.

The biggest reason people have dogs is for companionship. Dogs are companions
Jor people who live alone. They are also good company for people who like to walk or go
bunting. They are playmates for children. Dogs make good companions because they
like being with people.
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Dogs also provide some very important assistance. Seeing-eye dogs belp blind
Dpeople live independent lives. Sheep dogs and other types of berding dogs help farmers
guard their animals. Police dogs are trained to find illegal drugs. Dogs’ intelligence and
desire to please people make them ideal for all kinds of work.

Dogs protect people from danger. Dogs have been able to find lost children. Dogs
have alerted people to fires and other dangers. And we cannot forget guard dogs, which
protect people and their property from burglars.

Dogs provide companionship to many people. They also assist and protect people.
Most people in my country love dogs and appreciate the ways in which they can belp us.
This is why I think the dog is the most important animal in my country.

v

Many parts of the world are losing important natural resources, such as
forests, animals, or clean water. Choose one resource that is disappear- |

ing and explain why it needs to be saved. Use specific reasons and
examples to support your opinion.

An important resource that is disappearing is our trees. Thousands of acres of trees
are lost every year all around the world. They are cut down for fuel or to make room for
new houses and shopping centers, We need to save trees because they belp us breathe,
they provide us with medicine, and they protect our soil.

Trees are essential to our survival because they belp us breathe. They are a major
panrt of the process of photosynthesis. They take carbon dioxide from the air to produce

oxygen. Oxygen is something we all need. The fewer trees there are, the more this affects
our ability to breathe.

Trees are also important in the development of many medicines. Medical
resedarchers are learning more and more about natural medicines from plants. Many
drugs are made from plants, including trees. So, trees are important for our bealth.

Trees are important to soil conservation. This is why farmers usually have trees
lining their fields. They know that tree roots belp keep the soil in place and are also a
JSactor in underground water distribution. Without trees, soil would be washed away
and it would be difficult to grow things.

Trees are important to our lives in many ways. Without trees, we wouldn'’t be able
fo breathe, we wouldn’t have certain medicines, and we wouldn't be able to grow food.
You could say that our survival depends on them.

v

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A zoo has no

useful purpose. Use specific reasons and examples to explain your
answer.

Many people believe that zoos are unnecessary, harmful, and even cruel. If
properly managed, however, I feel that zoos have a lot of value. They are educational,
contribule to scientific research, and generate interest in environmental concerns.

Zoos can be wonderfully educational places. They provide opportunities to see
animals up close. Zoo visitors can learn how animals eat, how they bathe, how they
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Dlay and fight. They can learn about the different kinds of environments animals live
in. They can discover new kinds of animals that they badn't beard of before. A zoo is
the best place to learn about animal life.

Zoos provide scientists with many opportunities for research. Research is safer and
easter to conduct at a zoo than in the wild. Researchers bave better access to animals
and can set up controlled experiments. They are also in a safer situation.

Zoos can get people interested in environmental concerns. When people have the
opportunity to see animals up close at a zoo, they become more interested in them.
When they learn about bow animals live, they can understand how animals become
endangered. They are more likely to be concerned about protecting animals and their -
environments.

Zoos should provide animals with safe, clean, and comfortable homes. It is expen-
sive to run a zoo properly, but it is worth it for the educational and research opportuni-
ties they provide.

v

In some countries people are no longer allowed to smoke in many
public places and office buildings. Do you think this is a good rule or a
bad rule? Use specific reasons and details to support your opinion.

1t is not fair to ban smoking in public places. It is not fair to take away smokers’
rights or ability to relax. Since it is possible to have special smoking (or nonsmoking)
areas to protect nonsmokers, there is no reason to ban smoking in public.

Smokers bave rights just like everybody else. Some people don't like smoke, but that
doesn’t mean that smoking should be banned. Some people don't like motorcycles, some
people don't like dogs, some people don't like funny bats, but there is no law against
having these things in public. People who don't like smoking bave to learn to tolerate i,
Just as they tolerate anything else.

People smoke to relax. They don’t smoke to harm other people. If Ibey have to leave
a restaurant or a park to go home and smoke, then it isn't relaxing. Other relaxing
activities are allowed in public, so smoking should be allowed, too.

1t is possible to have smoking areas in public places. Smokers can sit in a special
section of a restaurant, airport, or any other public place. Nonsmokers can sit in |
another section. Then they won't be bothered by the smoke. In this way both smokers |
and nonsmokers can enjoy their use of public space equally. |

1t is true that smoking is bothersome to many people, and some people are even |
allergic to it. It isn't fair, however, to take away smokers’ rights just because some people |
don't like it. It is possible for smokers and nonsmokers to share public space. It is the onZy |
Jair thing to do.
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Plants can provide food, shelter, clothing, or medicine. What is one kind

of plant that is important to you or the people in your country? Use
specific reasons and details to support your choice.

The coconut tree is a very important plant in my country. Coconut tree pfantanons
are important sources of revenue, food, and shelter.

Our country earns a lot of money from the export of coconut tree produc.i:s such as
copra, coconuts, coconut oil, and coconut milk. This has been the main source of our
Joreign exchange for over a century. In fact, many of the coconut plantations were
Dplanted by various colonial poivers and now, since independence, are run by our own
citizens.

We not only export the food products of the coconut tree; we eat them ourselves too.
The coconut is the basis of much of our national cuisine. We are famous for our curries
made rich by coconut milk. We also use the oil to fry our food as well as to add shine to
our skin and bair.

We use the fronds of the coconut tree to provide ourselves with shelter. The walls
and roofs of many houses are covered with coconut fronds. The breezes pass through
the fronds and cool the interior, but the heavy rains, which fall daily, do not enter.

The coconut tree is a very versatile and useful plant. It is a tree that bas served our
country well.

v

You have the opportunity to visit a foreign country for two weeks.
Which country would you like to visit? Use specific reasons and details
to explain your choice.

|

If I could visit any foreign country, I would go to Iceland. I imagine it is unlike
any place I bave seen before. In the middle of the summer the sun never sets. I would
like to see that and the interesting scenery and learn more about Iceland’s bistory.

Twould like to experience some days when the sun doesn't set. Of course, I would
have to go to Iceland in June in order to bave this experience. It's hard to imagine going
to bed while the sun is still in the sky. It would feel strange, but I would like to try it.

Twould like to see some of Iceland’s beautifiul scenery. I bave seen it in photos, and
I am sure it is much better in real life. I would like to look at volcanoes and walk on
glaciers. I want to see the places where steam rises from the ground and go swimming
in the natural hot springs.

T would like to learn more about the bistory of Iceland. I know that Vikings went
there from Norway over 1,000 years ago. Why did they want to live in that sirange, cold
place? How did they begin their lives there? How were they able to grow food and sur-
vive? I am sure Iceland has museums that explain these things. I would like to visit them
and learn everything I can.

Iceland is a unique place. It would be wonderful to have the opportunity to visit
there, to see the wonderful sights, and learn about the bistory. Maybe some day I really
will be able to go.
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v

In the future, students may have the choice of studying at home by
using technology such as computers or television or of studying at
traditional schools. Which would you prefer? Use reasons and specific

1 believe that it is better to study at school than at home. I can learn a lot if I study
alone at home, but I can learn more if I study at school with other people. I can gain a
lot of information from other people. I also learn a lot by interacting with them. I am
motivated to study more if I don’t work alone. Therefore, I believe I can learn a lot more
at school.

Information comes from technology, but it also comes from people. If I study at
home, I can get a lot of information from my computer, DVD player, and television. If I
study at school, I can get all this information, and I can also get information from my
teachers and classmates. So, I learn more.

Interaction with other people increases my knowledge. At home I bave nobody to
talk to. Nobody can hear my ideas. At school I have the opportunity to interact with
other people. We can explain our ideas to each other. We can agree and disagree.
Together we can develop our ideas and learn to understand new things.

Competition motivates me. When I am at home, nobody can see my work. Nobody
can tell me that I did a good job or a bad job. When I am at school, my teacher and my
classmates see my work, and I can see my classmates’ work. I want to do a good job like
my classmates, or even a better job. So, I want to study barder.

Some people can study very well when they are alone at bome, but I can’t. I need
to have other people near me. When I am with other people, I have the possibility to
learn more information. I have the opportunity to develop my ideas more completely.

I have the motivation to do a better job. Therefore, school is the best place for me.

v

When famous people such as actors, athletes, and rock stars give their
opinions, many people listen. Do you think we should pay attention to

these opinions? Use specific reasons and examples to support your
answer.

Many people pay attention to the opinions of actors, athletes, and rock stars just
because they are famous. Clearly this isn't a good idea. The opinions of famous people
are not any better than those of ordinary people, and are certainly not as imporiant as
an expert’s opinion. In addition, if we pay too much attention to fame, we might not
hear what someone is really saying.

For some reason, people tend to think that famous people’s opinions are better, but
this isn’t true. A rock star may know a lot about music, but why should she understand
politics better than you do? An athlete may understand a lot or a little about a social
issue, but you might, too, and so might your neighbors. It is better to discuss issues with
people you really know than to listen to the opinions of someone you will never meel.
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If we are going 1o listen to other people’s opinions, we should listen to the experts. A
Dpolitical scientist will have an opinion on politics that is worth listening to. You might
- ot agree with this opinion, but at least you know it is based on knowledge and experi-
ence. You don’t know where a celebrity’s opinion comes from.

Sometimes all we see is a person’s fame, but we don’t really hear what they say.
You might admire a certain actor, for example. When that actor supports a certain
political candidate, you might vote for that person just because you like the actor. You
don't bother to learn something about the candidate and form your own opinion.
You don't 1ake the time to make sure that this candidate represents your beliefs. TbiS
is a dangerous thing to do.

We admire famous people for their achievements in their fields. This doesn’t mean,
however, that we should listen to their opinions about everything. We have the opinions
of experts, of our friends and relatives, and of ourselves to examine, also. Ofen, these
are the more important opinions to pay attention fo.

v

The twentieth century saw great change. In your opinion, what is one

change that should be remembered about the twentieth century?
Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.

There were many important changes, both technological and cultural, during the
twentieth century. In my opinion, the most important of these is the advances that were
made in medical science. The development of vaccines and antibiotics, increased access
10 hedlth care, and improvements in surgical techniques are all things that improved,
and saved, the lives of people all around the world.

Vaccines and antibiotics have saved the lives of many people. Fifty years ago,
many people became crippled or died from polio. Now the polio vaccine is available
everywhere. In the past, people could die from even simple infections. Now penicillin
and other antibiotics make it easy to cure infections.

Increased access to bealth care bas also improved the lives of millions of people.
In the past, many people lived far from hospitals or clinics. Now hospitals, clinics, and
health centers have been built in many parts of the world. More people have the oppor-
tunity to visit a doctor or nurse before they become very sick. They can be treated more
easily. They are sick less and this leads to a better quality of life.

- Improved surgical techniques make it easier to treat many medical problems.
Microscopic and laser surgery techniques are more efficient than older methods. It is
easier for the doctor to perform them, and easier for the patient to recover. Surgery
Dpatients can return o their normal life more quickly now than they could in the past.

Everybody needs good health in order to have a good quality of life. Advances in
medical science have improved the lives of people all around the world. They are
improvemenis that are important to everyone.
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v

When people need to complain about a product or poor service, some

prefer to complain in writing and others prefer to complain in person.
Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support
your answer.

When I make a complaint about a defective product or poor service, I prefer to
make my complaint in writing. It is easier o organize my thoughis this way and it is
easier to control my emotions. Most important,. it gives me written proof, just in case I
need it.

When I write, I have a chance to organize my thoughts. I can take all the time I
need, and I can write two or three or more versions, if necessary. In this way, I am sure
of expressing my thoughts clearly. If I speak to someone in person, on the other hand, I
might become confused and nervous. I can't take time to organize my thoughts. I can’t
erase my words and express my idea again in a different way.

When I write, 1 also have the chance to control my emotions. If I am making a
complaint, I am probably angry. I can express this anger in writing in any way I want.
Then I can throw out the letter and rewrite it in a more courteous way. I can express
my anger without offending anyone because no one will see the first letter.

When 1 write a letter, I have written proof of my complaint. This might be impor-
tant if we can’t come to a friendly agreement. If we have to go to a lawyer, I will need to
show documentation. A letter of complaint is one document the lawyer will need to
prove my case.

Writing a letter gives me a chance to organize my thoughis and control my emo-
tions. It also provides me with documentation. This is why I prefer to make complaints
in writing.

People remember special gifts or presents they have received. Why?

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

1 think we remember special gifts we've received because these gifts often hold
special memories for us. They may be memories of special people, of special events, or
even of ourselves as we once were in the past.

Gifts can remind us of special people in our lives. When we look at gifts, we
remember the good times we have enjoyed with the giver. We think of the good feelings
we have about that person. The giver may be someone we see frequently or infrequently.
Either way, the gift is a special reminder of him or ber.

Gifts may also bring back memories of special events in our lives. Some gifts mark
special turning poinis in our lives such as school graduations. Some gifts may hold
memories of special birthdays or anniversaries. They belp us remember the special times
in our lives. ;

Gifis can also be a symbol of our past. A gift received in childbood may remind us
of games we enjoyed then. A gift received in high school makes us think of the music or
clothes we loved when we were young. ;
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Gifts are important to us because they remind us of the special people, events, and
interests of our lives. They are a way of surrounding ourselves with our past.

v

Some famous athletes and entertainers earn millions of dollars every
year. Do you think these people deserve such high salaries? Use specific
reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Famous athletes and entertainers earn a lot of money and they deserve it. They
work hard to achieve fame, they provide us with good entertainment, and they give up
their privacy in order to do this. I think they deserve every cent they get.

Fame doesn't just appear overnight; people have to work bhard to achieve it. If
someone has a lot of fame now, it means be has spent years working hard to develop bis
talent. He has spent a lot of time at low-paying jobs in order to get experience and
recognition. He continues 1o work bard now in order to maintain bis talent and fame.
Just like anybody else, famous people deserve to be rewarded for their bard work.

Athletes, actors, and musicians provide us with entertainment. On weekends, most
of us attend at least one sporting event or movie or concert. After watching a famous
Dperson perform, we might even be inspired to learn to play a sport or a musical instru-
ment ourselves. Famous athletes and entertainers belp us make good use of our " free
time. They deserve to be paid for this.

Famous people suffer a loss of privacy. Since we admire them, we want to feel as if
we know them. We want to know how they live and what bappens in their daily lives.
Therefore, journalists follow them all the time in order to find out the details of their pri-
vate lives. These details, true or not, are published in magazines all around the world.
This is a big disadvantage to being famous. Earning a lot of money can, in part, com-
pensate for this.

Famous people work hard o entertain us, and then they lose their privacy. They
contribute a lot to our lives. They deserve to earn a lot of money.

v

Is the ability to read and write more |mportant today than in the past?
Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your
answer.

Today more than at any time in the history of the world it is important to be able
to read and write. This change has been brought about by the Internet, which we use to
communicate with one another, to get our news, and to buy products.

Millions of people today communicate through e-mail using the Internet. In the
past, people had face-to-face meetings or called one another on the phone. Today they
use e-mail and chat rooms. Of course it is necessary to be able to read and write in
order to use the Internet for communication.

Today, one can subscribe to news and information on the Internet. When you
furn on your computer in the morning, you see the headlines, financial news, sports
scores, or social events that you requested. In the past, people got news and information
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[from television or radio, and many still do. More and more people, however, get news
from the Internet because they can subscribe 1o just the type of news that interests then.
Again, reading skills are required to do this.

These days it is becoming more and more common to buy products on the
Internet. People like this because it is more convenient than going to the store, and
because it is easier to find certain products. In the past, people bought everything in
stores. At a store one can just pick items off the shelf and ask the store employees any
questions about the products. On the Internet, however, reading and writing skills are
required to select products and order them. Buying things on the Internet will become
even more common. in the future.

The Internet will force us all to be literate not only in reading and writing, but also
with computers. Today, we must be skilled readers and writers 1o be successful in the
high-tech world.

v

People do many different thlngs to stay healthy What clo you do for

good health? Use specific reasons and examples to support your
answer.

Our bealth is the only thing we really have in the world. You can take away our
money, our house, or our clothes, and we can survive. Take away our bealth and we
will die. That is why I eat healthfully, exercise regularly, and keep up my social life.

Eating bealthfully is important to maintain bealth. I try to avoid foods high in fat
such as french fries or cookies. I also rarely eat meat. I eat a lot of fruits and vegetables |
because they are full of vitamins. I try to cook foods properly so that they don't lose their
nutrients.

Exercise is another part of staying bealthy. I either walk or ride my bike everyday.
A few days a week I work out at the gym, and on weekends I usually play tennis with
my friends. I enjoy exercise so it is fun and easy for me to do it. It belps keep me strong
and it is good for my heart, too.

Friends are an important part of one’s bealth. Friends belp keep you bappy and
help you deal with stress. Studies have shown that emotional bealth is related to physical
bealth. Spending time with my friends belps keep me emotionally bealthy.

" By eating bealthfully, exercising regularly, and spending time with my friends, I
can keep both my mind and body bealthy. Fortunately, 1 like to do all these ihings so
I am a very bealthy person.

- |

You have decided to give several hours of your time each month to

- - I
improve the community where you live. What is one thing you will do I
to improve your community? Why? Use specific reasons and details to ‘
explain your choice.

Volunteering a few bours each week is an important way of investing in the future |
of our society. I choose to spend my time belping children learn to read. Developing '
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good reading skills will belp poor readers keep up with their classmates, open new worlds
to them, and belp them succeed in life.

Students who are not good readers fall bebind their classmates. They don’t under-
stand the lessons and they come to school unprepared. By learning to read, these stu-
dents can keep up with their classmates. They can learn their lessons and be active par-
ticipants in class.

When students improve their reading skills, they can read books on all different
subjects. New worlds are opened up to them. They can travel to different places and
experience new ideas without ever leaving their classrooms. Students who can't read
well will know only what they see around them.

Students who are poor readers are severely handicapped. Someone without good
reading skills will bave to work at the most menial jobs. Good readers, on the other
hand, have the whole universe open to them. They will have the possibility to learn any
job that interests them.

By volunteering to belp children learn to read, I help them not only today, but for
the rest of their lives. I belp them keep up with their peers and explore the world and -
themselves through books.

v

166/ MA | People recognize a difference between children and adults. What
events (experiences or ceremonies) make a person an adult? Use
specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.

F R s B R S L

It is not only age but also experience that makes people adults. The world looks at
people as adults when they have bad certain experiences. These experiences include
graduation from school, having a job, and getting married.

Graduating from college is like graduating into adultbood. When a person finishes
school, she is no longer dependent on ber parents economically. She is prepared to earn

her own living. She is experienced enough to make decisions about what kind of job she
wants. She is ready to be on ber own.

Getting a job definitely makes a person into an adult. A person with a job supporis
himself. He has responsibilities at work that be must fulfill. Unlike a child, be can’t cry
or complain 1o bis parents if be doesn't like something about bis job. He bas to work it
out with bis boss and coworkers, or learn to tolerate it. The world looks on a job holder
as a responsible person.

When a person gets married, she bhas made the final step into adulthood. She is no
longer responsible only to berself; she is also responsible to her spouse and children. She
has to be mature enough to make sacrifices for them and to love them unconditionally.
She is also now considered old enough to take care of ber parents when they need it.

The world looks on people as adults when they bave bad certain experiences. These
are experiences that give people the chance to be independent and responsible.
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h 4

Your school has enough money to purchase elther computers for
students or books for the library. Which should your school choose

to buy—computers or books? Use specific reasons and examples to
support your recommendation. {

Our school already has books in its library and it already bas computers. However,
1 think buying more computers is more important than buying more books. Computers
provide access to more information than books, and they provide it more quickly. Also,
in this modern world, every student needs to learn bow to use computers skillfully. We
need computers more than we need books.

 Computers, unlike books, provide access to up-to-date information. Right now, the
reference books in our library are very outdated. If we buy new books today, they will
become old very quickly. Computers, on the other hand, provide the ability to access the
latest information on the Internet. They are the best tool available.

Computers also provide information more quickly. Just type in a keyword and
many sources of information appear instantly on the screen. It takes much longer to
look up information in a book, and often the book you want is not immediately avail-
able. You bave to wait for somebody to return it or order it from another library.

Computers are an important tool in the modern world, so students bave to learn
how to use them. If students do all their schoolwork on computers, they will develop the -
computer skills that they will need in the future. Therefore, we need to have a computer i
Jor every student in the school. '

If we buy more computers for our school, all the students will have access to the
latest information. They will be able to do their work more quickly and they will learn
important skills, too. For these reasons, I feel that purchasing computers will benefit us
more than buying books.

Many students choose to attend schools or universities outside their
home countries.Why do some students study abroad? Use specific
reasons and details to explain your answer.

Although students can get a good education in most subjects in their home coun-
tries, it is important to study abroad for at least part of one’s college education. By
studying abroad, students bave the chance to learn a new language, to become famil-
iar with another culture, and to grow in different ways.

It is important o be bilingual or even multilingual in today’s world. International
communication is important for our global economy. In addition, the Internet and
satellite TV give us the opportunity to receive information _from all over the world. We
need to be familiar with different languages in order to take advantage of this.

Familiarify with otber cultures is also important today. It teaches us respect for
other ways of life. It can encourage peaceful solutions to conflicts. This will make the
world a safer place for ourselves and our children.

Finally, iving in a new environment opens us up to experimenting with different
ways of doing things. We can bave new experiences and try out different things. We can
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make changes in our babits if we want to. This gives us a chance to explore ourselves
and the world more than we could at home.

Study abroad can be enriching. Not only can we learn a new language and
understand more about a different culture, but we can learn more about ourselves, 100.
At the same time, of course, we get an education in the formal sense. Study abroad is a
complete educational experience. :

v

People listen to music for different reasons and at different times. Why
is music important to many people? Use specific reasons and example
to support your choice.

WL e —
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Music has been a part of people’s lives since the time civilization began. I think
music is important because it belps us express our emotions, it belps us feel connected to
others, and also simply because it is a beautiful thing.

Music is an expression of emotion. Music can be sad or bappy, calming or agital-
ing, angry or contented. Music can represent any human emotion. When people play or
listen to music, they feel their emotions. Often people listen to certain music because they
want fo feel a certain way. Music bas a lot of emotional power.

Music helps people feel connected to each other. When people go to a concert, they
are with other people who share their musical tastes. Together they feel the emotions that
the music evokes. Also, music has always played an important part in ceremonies, from
ancient times io the present. This is because of its ability to make people feel connected.

Finally, people enjoy music because of its beauty. Music is art, an expression of
beauty. Whatever emotion it expresses, positive or negative, it is beautiful. Listening to
good music can be like looking at a beautiful flower or a spectacular sunset. It can be as
beautiful as anything nature gives us.

Music brings a lot to our lives in terms of emotions, connections, and beauty. No
culture has ever been without it.

Groups or organizations are an important part of some peoples lives
Why are groups or organizations important to people? Use specific
reasons and examples to explain your answer.

S

T e s Tt

Groups or organizations are an important part of our lives because we are social
Deaple. We like to be with people who are similar to us. The most important groups for us
are families, religious organizations, and political organizations.

Our families are obviously our most important group. They give us physical and

emotional support. They are part of us; we are tied to them by blood. They are always
there for us.

Religious organizations connect us to a larger sort of family. This is a family of
people who share our beliefs. Our beliefs are based on tradition. These beliefs have been
tested over time. They comfort us in times of stress. They tell us how to respond and act,
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Political organizations connect us to pecple who share our ideas. We may be liberal
or conservative or something in between. Whatever our political philosophy, we can find a
group that matches it. Political organizations belp us to be part of the larger community.

Family groups, religious groups, and political groups all serve a similar function in
our lives. They belp us feel as if we belong.

v

home for a year. In addition to clothing and personal care items, you

can take one additional thing. What would you take and why? Use
specific reasons and details to support your choice.

If I leave my bome for a year, there is one thing I will definitely take with me: my
cell phone. With my cell phone, I can call my friends or family whenever I feel lonely,
need advice, or just want to talk.

If I am away from bhome for a year, I will feel very lonely. If I can call my parents,
T will bear familiar voices and I will not feel so lonely. Calling my friends will also belp
me feel better. :

1 have never been away from bome by myself, so there are many things I don’t
kenow how to do. I don’t know how to open a bank account, cook, or drive a car. With
my cell phone, I can call my parents to ask for belp with cooking dinner, for example.
1 can ask them for any advice I might need.

Sometimes, I may just want to speak my own language. I can call my friends on
my cell phone and tell them about my new life. This will make them jealous of me. I can
call them a lot and tell them about all the wonderful things I am doing.

For me a cell phone is a necessity. On my trip I will need it when I feel lonely,
when I need advice, and when I want to talk with friends. Of course, the phone bill will
be sent to my parents.

v

When students move to a new school, they sometimes face problems.

How can schools help these students with their problems? Use specific
reasons and examples to explain your answer.
N T e T e

When students go to a new school, they often bave a problem fitting in. They don’t
know bow the school operates and they don’t bave any friends. The school adminisira-
tors, the school counselors, and the teachers can do a lot 1o belp new students become
part of the community. :

School administrators can belp orient new students to their school. They can take |
the new students on a tour of the school, showing them classrooms, the gym, the cafete-
ria, the computer labs, and other school facilities. They can explain the school program
and tell the students about what is expected of them.

The school counselors can talk to new students about their goals and interesis.
They should explain the school schedule and belp the students choose the appropriate
classes. They should also talk about extracurricular activities such as the school
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newspaper, sports teams, band, and language clubs. They should encourage new
students to participate in such activities because it is a good way to make friends.

Teachers can belp new students the most. They explain their coursework to them,
of course. They can also encourage old students to be friendly with the new students
and belp them learn the school system. They are with the studenis all day, so they are
aware if a student is having difficulties. Then they can try to belp the student tbemselws
or ask for assistance from the counselors or adminisirators. :

School administrators, counselors, and teachers can do a lot to help students
adjust to their new school. It isn’t easy, but it pays off with bappier, more successful
students in the end.

W

s E
It is sometimes said that borrowing money from a friend can harm or
damage the friendship. Do you agree? Why or why not? Use reasons
and specific examples to explain your answer.

S

It is not a good idea to borrow money from a friend. It is not fair to the friend. It is
hard for a friend to say no, to admit that she doesn’t have enough money, or to ask for
her money back when she needs it.

If you ask a friend for money, it is bard for ber to say no. She may do many favon'
for you easily, but she still might feel uncomfortable about lending money. However, she
doesn’t want to be rude to you. If you ask ber for money, she feels like she bas to lend it.
This puts her in an unfair position.

Your friend may not be able to admit that she doesn't have enough money. She
may be embarrassed to tell you this. Or maybe she just doesn't want to disappoint you.
She lends you the money, then she doesn't have enough for berself.

Your friend may feel awkward about asking for ber money back. If some time
passes before you repay the loan, the friend may feel embarrassed to ask you for it.
Maybe she needs it, or maybe she just wanis to know what is going on. But she also
doesn’t want to put pressure on you or make you angry. It is a difficult position to be in.

People all have different ideas about money and it can cause a lot of problems.
It is better to borrow money from people you don’t know well, such as bankers. Then,
if necessary, you can have problems with them, and maintain good relationships with
your friends.

v

Every generation of people is different in important ways. How is
your generation different from your parents’ generation? Use specific
reasons and examples to explain your answer.

The one thing that makes the difference between my parents’ generation and my
own is modern technology. When my parents were growing up, they bad TV, radio,
and cars, but they didn’t have the amount of technology we have now. They didn’t have
personal computers, they didn’t have satellite TV, and they didn’t bave cell phones.

My parents didn’t grow up with computers, but I did. They have a computer now,
but they don'’t use it as I do. I write all my schoolwork and keep all my files on the
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compuler. My parents still like to use paper. I do all my research and get all my news off '
the Internet. My parents still use newspapers and TV. Because of computers, I am accus- -
tomed to having more access to information than my parents are. I am used to doing
more work more efficiently. It is a completely different way of living.

My parents bad only local TV when they were young, but I have satellite TV. I grew
up seeing programs from all over the world. I am used to seeing foreign movies and car-
toons. I have some ideas about things in foreign countries and a lot of interest in them.
Satellite TV exposes me to things that have opened up my mind. My parents didn’t have
the same opportunity when they were young.

Cell phones are common now, but they didn't exist when my parents were young.
They didn’t even bave answering machines or voice mail. They couldn'’t talk to people at .
any time or leave messages easily. I can do this. Right now it is a fun part of my social
life. When I have a job it will be more important. I will be able to contact peaple easily
and that will make my work more efficient. Cell phones have made a big difference in
the way we work.

Modern technology has made a big difference in the way we work, in our under-
standing of the world, and in the expectations we have of friends and colleagues. It has
completely changed the way we live. The world of my generation is a different place
than it was for my parents’ generation.

A 4

Some students like classes where teachers lecture (do all of the talking
in class. Other students prefer classes where the students do some of

the talking. Which type of class do you prefer? Give specific reasons
and details to support your choice.

In my country, the lecture system is the most common system. It is the one I prefer
Jor three reasons: I am used to i1, it is an efficient system, and I am too shy to talk in
class.

My classes bave always been lecture classes. I am used to listening to the teacher
talk. We students sit quietly at our desks and take notes. We never ask questions because
we don’t want to seem stupid. At the end of the course, we take a test. If we can repeat
on the test what the teacher said in class, we get a good grade.

The lecture system is an efficient one. The teacher is the one who knows the subject,
not the studenis. It is a waste of time listening to a student’s ideas. What good will that
do me? Time is short. I want the teacher to give me as much information as possible
during the class period.

Even if we could talk in class, I would never open my mouth. I am much too shy.
1 don’t want other students to laugh at me and make fun of my ideas. I prefer to listen
to the lecture and memorize the teacher’s ideas. '

1 hope I can always study at a school where they use the lecture system. I like it
because I am used to it. I also want to learn information in the most efficient manner
possible, and I don't want to interrupt a teacher with my foolish questions.
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Holidays honor people or events. If you could create a new holiday,

what person or event would it honor and how would you want people !
to celebrate it? Use specific reasons and details to support your answe

October 24 is United Nations Day. This day is noted on calendars, but it is not
generally observed as a holiday around the world. 1 want the entire world to celebrate
the birth of the United Nations because of its attempls to promote peace and provide
basic needs to people everywhere. United Nations Day should be a day to learn about
the UN and about our neighbors around the world.

The most important mission of the UN is lo promote peace. The sooner we can stop
war, the sooner we can all have better lives. We need 1o appreciate and support the UN's
efforts to create a more peaceful world.

The UN has done a lot of work to provide basic needs to people around the world.
It bas bealth programs and education programs. It provides assistance to refigees.
The UN has done a lot to improve the lives of people everywbere. This work should be
honored.

On United Nations Day, people should spend time learning about the work of the
UN. Schools, universities, and community organizations can bave workshops and jairs
that provide information about the UN. The celebration should also include celebrating
different cultures around the world. There could be food, games, and music from differ-
ent countries. Learning about other countries is a first step toward world peace.

The United Nations bas done a lot of work to promote world peace and provide
basic buman needs. This work is important to all of us. It needs to be recognized, sup-
ported, and celebrated.

v
A friend of yours has received some money and plans to use all of
it either

* t0 go on vacation
» to buy a car

Your friend has asked you for advice. Compare your friend’s two
choices and explain which one you think your friend should choose.
Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.

1 advise my friend to spend bis money on a car. A car is a much beiter investment.
It s useful, it lasts a long time, and, most of all, my friend can use it io take me places.

A car is a very useful thing. If my friend buys one, it will be easier for him to get
to school and work. He could even get a different job farther from home. He can belp
bis parents with bis car by going shopping for them. A vacation, on the other hand, is
nice but not practical. It is not something my friend can use in bis daily life. It is just
a luxury.

A car lasts a long time. If my friend gets a good model and takes care of i, be can
drive it for years. A vacation, on the other hand, is short. It lasts only a few days or
weeks. Then my friend will be left with nothing but memories.
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If my friend gets a car, then I will benefit. My friend can take me places with bim.
We can go to movies or for drives in the countryside. My friend might even be nice
enough to drive me around while I do my errands. He wouldn't be able to share bis
vacation with me, bowever. I don't think be bas received enough money to invite me
along.

My friend shouldn’t waste his money on a vacation. It isn't practical, it doesn't last,
and be can’t share it with me. Buying a car is the best use for his money.

v

The 21st century has begun.What changes do you think this new
century will bring? Use examples and details in your answers.

The 21st century will bring many changes. Some of these changes have already
begun. Some of the biggest changes of the new century will be in the areas of access to
information, international relations, and family structure.

- We have already entered the Information Age. The Internet has made information
available to everyone. As time goes on, more and more people will use the Internet regu-
larly. It will become a common part of everyday life. We will not have to go to libraries to
do research, travel to bear an expert speak, or go to a store to buy a book. All the infor-
mation we want will be available to us at bome on our computers.

The face of international relations is changing. Countries will have to change the
way they relate to one another because of the global economy. They will have to cooper-
ate more. Already we have the European Economic Union. In the new century, coun-
tries will continue to form new alliances because of the global economy.

- Family structure will also change. The traditional mother/father/children family
will no longer be the only type. There will be more single-parent families and more fam-
ilies with adopted children. There will also be more couples who have few children or
none at all.

Whatever the changes may be, whether in the way we receive information, the
way nations cooperate with one another, or the way families are defined, you can be
sure that there will be more change. Change is a constant.

v

st

.
What are some of the qualities of a good parent? Use specific details |
and examples to explain your answer.

R

I am fortunate to have good parents, so it is easy for me to identify the qualities :
that make them good. These qualities are unconditional love, trust, and respect for me |
and my brothers and sisters. "

All parents love their children, but not all love is unconditional. Some parents
would not love their children if they married someone of a different religion or ethnic i
group. Some parents would not love their children if they bad a different sexual ori- |
entation. My parents would. My parents love us no matter what choices we make for i‘
ourselves. : ‘
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B Part of unconditional love is trust. My parents trust us to do what is right. They
L know we would never do anything to harm them. They trust us so we trust them. We -
'.‘ know they won'’t burt or mistreat us.

Because our parents love us, they also respect us. They treat us as individuals.
They accept our differences. They do not expect us to be like them. They want us to
make our own way in the world, not follow in their footsteps.

Without my parents’ love, I would not feel confident. Without their trust, I would
not feel free to do what I want. Without their respect, I would not feel comfortable on my
own. All children should have such wonderful parents.

-

Movies are popular all over the world. Explain why movies are so

popular. Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

Movies are popular because people are great watchers, We like to waich other peo-
ple’s lives. By going to the movies we can bring excitement into our lives, express our
emotions, and imagine ourselves as someone else.

Our lives are not adventurous or glamorous like the movies. We don'’t fi gbt the bad
guwys all day and then go home to a luxury apartment. We just go to school, do our
homework, eat, talk to our friends, and sleep. We need a little excitement in.our lives
and we find excitement at the movies.

Humans are very emotional. We all like to cry and laugh. Sad movies give us a
chance to cry about our sadness. Funny ones give us a chance to laugh about our joy.
Sometimes it is easier to express our emotions in a dark movie theater.

Now I am a student, but I know some day I want to be a scientist or a politician or
a famous model. When I go to the movies, I can see my role models. I can see what they
wear and how they talk. I can imagine myself as they are, and maybe some day I will
really be like them.

Even though my life is quiet, I can go to the movies and watch someone else’s life.
I can share their emotions and their everyday life. I wonder if they would like to share
mine. .

In your country, is there more need for land to be left in its natural con-
dition or is there more need for land to be developed for housing and
industry? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

In my country we need to use land for building. Our country is developing and
our industrial sector is growing. People are moving to the cities. We need to build more
Jactories, houses, and stores.

Our industrial sector has grown a lot over the past decade. We have built many
Jactories and we will continue to build more. The growth of industry bas helped our
economy. There are more jobs now. If we build more factories, there will be even more
jobs.
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Building more factories means that we need more houses. Many people are mov-
ing to the cities to get jobs in the new factories. They need places to live. Right now, we
don’t have enough houses in the cities. It is a big problem. We need to build more houses
near the new factories. :

We also need to build more stores. When people move to live in a city, they need to
go shopping somewbere. They need to buy food and clothes. Right now, our cities have a
lot of stores in their downtowns. We need to build more stores, however, in the neighbor-
hoods around the factories. Then it will be easier for people to do their shopping. They
won’t have lo travel to a crowded downtoun.

Our economy is growing so we need to build many things. We need to build new
Jactories, houses, and stores. This is the most important use for land in my country
today.

v
Many people have a close relationship with their pets. These people
treat their birds, cats, or other animals as members of their family.

In your opinion, are such relationships good? Why or why not? Use
specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

oy i 2 SRR b

Pets are important because they provide us with companionship and even with
love. It is not good, however, to have too close a relationship with a pet, or to treat it like
a human being. Devoting too much attention to pets can prevent you from focusing on
other activities and on relationships with people. It can also be a waste of money.

Sometimes people who love their pets don’t want to become involved in other activi-
ties. If you invite such a friend out for coffee, for example, the friend might say, ‘I don’t
have time. I have to walk the dog.” Sometimes people don’t want to take a weekend trip
because they don’t want to leave their pets alone. They put their pets’ interests before
their own. Then they live life for their pets and not for themselves.

Loving a pet too much can interfere with good relationships with people. Sometimes
people neglect their spouses and children in favor of their pels. A person who lives alone
might devote all bis attention to bis pet. He might lose interest in making friends and
being with people. A relationship with a pet is less complicated than a relationship with
a person. Sometimes it seems easier to choose pets over people.

People spend thousands of dollars on their pets, but this money could have other
uses. It seems strange to buy special food for a pet or take it to the doctor, when some
people don’t bave these things. Children all around the world grow up without enough
Jood, or never get medical care. It would be better to give a pet simple things and send
the extra money to charity.

Pets give us a lot and they deserve our care and attention. It is never a good idea
fo go to extremes, however. It is important to balance your pet’s needs with your own.
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Films can tell us a lot about the country where they were made.

What have you learned about a country from watching its movies?
Use specific examples and details to support your response.

When I watch movies from other countries, I realize that people everywhbere really
are similar. We may bave different languages and cultures, but we all want to get an
education, need to make a living, and like to have fun.

Once I saw a movie made in China. It showed parents belping their children with
their homework. My parents belped me the same way. Another time I saw a movie from
Argentina. It showed schoolchildren playing a game during recess. My friends and I
used to play the same game at school. Seeing these films showed me that education is a
common goal in every country. Children go to school and their parents belp them with
their work and want them to do the best they can. Education is something we all have
in common.

By waltching foreign movies, I see the different ways people earn a living. In some
countries, people choose their careers according to their interests and talents. In other
countries, their parents choose their careers for them. But in every country, finding a
way to earn a living is a major concern, and working hard is respected. Earning a liv-
ing is another common goal. -

Mouvies ofien show how people have fun. People everywhere want to be entertained
and want to spend time with family and friends. Different cultures may enjoy different

types of activities, but all cultures enjoy some form of sports, music, and dancing.

Everybody likes to have fun.

The movies I've seen make it clear to me that no matter what the cultural differ-
ences are between countries, people everywhere have the same basic needs and goals.

-

Some students prefer to study alone. Others prefer to study with a

group of students.Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and
examples to support your answer.

1 don't like to study alone. I almost always prefer to study with a group of students.
This helps me learn the material better, it keeps me focused, and it's fun. too.

1 learn more when 1 study with a group. In a group, we can belp each other out. If
I'missed something in class, another student in the group can give me the missing infor-
mation. If I don'’t understand something, the other students can explain it to me. When -

‘we discuss topics together; we develop our ideas and understand the topic better.

Studying in a group belps keep me focused. I am with friends who are studying, so

Istudy, too. If I study alone at home, I might get distracted. I might put my books down

and go waich TV or call a friend. In a group, we decide a time and a place to study,
and then we do it. We keep each other focused on the task.

It's more fun to study in a group than alone. 1 feel happy when I am with my
Jriends, even when we are working hard. After we finish studying, we usually go out for
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coffee or to the movies. This is sometbmg to look forward to. It is always nice to spend
time with my friends.

I look forward to being with my friends, so I look forward to studying when I study
with them. The group belps me study better and learn more. Studying with a group is
the best way for me.

You have enough money to purchase either a house ora busmess
Which would you choose to buy? Give specific reasons to explain your
choice. 0

B R ?’z%%f"mfz"

If I bad enough money, I would purchase a business, not a house. A house is only
a place to live, but a business is much more. With a business, I could earn enough
money to buy a bouse and do other things as well. I could travel, for example, and I
could belp my family, too.

I have always wanted to buy a house, and a business would make this possible.
With a business I would earn enough money to buy a house. It might not happen right
away, but after a few years in the business, I am sure I would bave enough money.
Then I would bave both a business and a house.

After I buy my bouse, I could use my money to travel. I would like to visit other
countries. With a business, I could earn enough money to do this. I might also travel for
business. I might have to go to other countries to attend conferences or meet clients. One
way or another, a business would give me the chance to travel.

One of my goals is to belp my family. My parents don’t own a house. With a busi-
ness, I could belp them buy one. I could also take care of them when they get older. I
would also like to be able to send them on a trip. If I bad a good business, I could belp
my parents in all these ways.

A house is just one thing, but a business is so much more. A good business would
give me the opportunity to buy a bouse, travel, and belp my parents. Buying a business
is an investment for the future.
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A It asks for your
opinion to be stated
and explained.

B It asks for your
choice of two sides.

A It asks Do you
agree or disagree?

B It asks for your
opinion to be stated
and explained.
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agree or disagree?
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you prefer?
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agree or disagree?
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Practice 2

1.

2‘

Band C They both
mention a specific
decision.
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agree or disagree?
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both state a
preference.

B It statesan
opinion.
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5.3 safe
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5.1 travel
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5.3 read stories

5.4 stability of house-

hold routine
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5.1 convenient
5.2 walk
5.3 quiet
5.4 park
5.5 affordable
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5.1 to prepare for a
career

5.2 meet new
people
5.3 of other subjects

Practice 7

5.1 waste of money
5.2 time

5.3 people change

Practice 8
5.1 Scrabble

5.2 talk before the
game

5.3 teamwork

5.4 learn new words
from opponents

CHAPTER3
WRITING
THE ESSAY

Practice 1

1.1.

a2,

1.3.

1.4,

1.5,

2.1.

2.2

2.3.

24,

3.1.

3.2.

3.3,

Playing games also
teaches us how to
deal with other peo-
ple.

We learn about
teamwork, if the
game involves
being on a team.

We learn how to
divide and assign
tasks according to
each person’s skills.

We learn how to get
people to do what
we want, and

we learn that some-
times we have to do
what other people
want.

Cooking takes a lot
of time.

Shopping for the
food takes time.

Cleaning and chop-
ping the food takes
time.

Cleaning up the
kitchen after the
food is cooked
takes time.

Watching movies
and television can
help us understand
the world more

For example, seeing
movies can expose
us to people of dif-
ferent races and .
cultures.

We can then over-
come some preju-
dices more easily.

3.4.

4.1.

4.2.

4.3.

4.4.

5.1.

5.2,

3.3.

5.4.

Recently there have
been more handi-
capped people in
films, and this also
helps prevent
prejudice.

Our planet gives us
everything we need,
but natural
resources are not
endless.

Strip mining
destroys whole
regions, leaving bare
and useless ground.

Deforestation
removes old trees
that can't be -
replaced.

Too much fishing
may harm fish
populations to the
point where they
can'’t recover.

The most important
lessons can't be
taught; they have to
be experienced.

No one can teach us
how to get along
with others or how
to have self-respect.

As we pass from
childhood into
adolescence, no
one can teach us
the judgement we
need to decide on
how to deal with
peer pressure.

As we leave adoles-
cence behind and
enter adult life, no
one can teach us
how to fall in love
and get married or
how to raise our
children.

2n
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Practice 2

T

4,

In my opinion,
people’s lives are
(or are not) easier
today.

It seems to me that
most people prefer
(or do not prefer)
to spend their
leisure time out-
doors.

To my mind, an
apartment build-
ing is (or is not)
better than a
house.

From my point of
view it is (or is not)
good that English
is becoming the
world language.

Practice 3

1.

2,

| believe that high
schools should (or
should not) allow

students to study

what they want.

| guess that it is
better to be a
leader (or member)
of a group.

| agree that people
should (or should
not) do things they
do not enjoy
doing.

| suppose that |
would rather have
the university
assign (or not
assign) me a room-
mate.

Practice 4

1.

| am sure that chil-
dren should (or
should not) spend
a great amount of
time practicing
sports.

| am positive that a
shopping center in
my neighborhood
will (or will not) be.
a benefit to our
community.

Practice 5

1.

No doubt a zoo has
(or does not have)
a useful purpose.

Perhaps growing
up in the country-
side is (or is not)
better than grow-
ing up in the city.
Certainly, our gen-
eration is (or is not)
different from that
of our parents.

Conceivably, a
sense of humor
can sometimes be
helpful (or detri-
mental) in a diffi-
cult situation.

Practice 6

1

All things consid-
ered, the family is
(or is not) the most
important influ-
ence on young
adults.

In general, parents
are (or are not) the
best teachers.

By and large, peo-
ple are never (or
are sometimes) too
old to attend col-
lege.

Practice 7

1.

2,

In a way, it is better
to make a wrong
decision than to
make no decision.

or

In a way, it is better
to make no deci-
sion than to make
a wrong decision.

To some extent,
watching movies is
(or is not) more
enjoyable than
reading.

More or less, you
can (or cannot)
learn as much by
losing as winning.

Practice 8

1.

5.

Opinion: | think the
more friends we
have the better.

Paragraph focus:
learn how to trust
others

Paragraph focus:
learn what to
expect from others

Paragraph focus:
helps us profit
from experiences

Opinion: | believe
that playing games
is both fun and
useful.

Paragraph focus:
teaches cause-
effect relationship

Paragraph focus:
teaches us about
teamwork

Paragraph focus:
teaches us to
follow rules
Opinion: Nothing is
as important to me
as my family.
Paragraph focus:
learned about
frust

Paragraph focus:
learned about
ambition

Paragraph focus:
learned about love

Opinion: I'd rather
be alone.

Paragraph focus:
need time to pur-
sue solitary activi-
ties

Paragraph focus:
need time to get
to know myself
better

Paragraph focus:
need time to reen-
ergize mind and
spirit

Opinion: Traveling
alone is the only
way to travel..

Paragraph focus:
meet new people

Paragraph focus:
have new
experiences

Paragraph focus:
learn more about
yourself

Practice 9

1.1 big portions

1.2 control ingredients
1.3 control size

2.1 print

2.2 audio

2.3 past

3.1 present opposite

3.2

3.3

views

give additional
information

show documentary
films

Practice 10

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

options
choice
count on
transit
driving
quickly
purpose
admit
favor

Practice 11

1.
2,
3.
4.

10.
11.

a number of
benefits
introduce to
are apt
impulsive
relax
restless

shy
confident
trade off
responses

Practice 12

1.1

first—It introduces
a sequence in
time.

next—It continues
the sequence in
time.

we—It refers to
our and we




previously men-
tioned in the

~ sentence.

1.6

2.1

2.2

2.3

24

25

26

3.1

3.2

3.3

34

35

such as—It intro-
duces a list of
examples.

in addition—It
adds information
to the information
in the preceding
sentence.

as a result of—
The last sentence
describes the
result of all the
actions described
in the rest of the
paragraph.

in addition to—It
adds information
to the information
in the main clause
of the sentences.

before—explains
when there is
traffic.

whenever—means
every time.

such as—intro-
duces a list of
examples.

consequently—
introduces the
result of the situa-
tion explained in
the paragraph.
our—is a posses-
sive adjective
that identifies
neighborhood.

a major part—
explains the
degree.

while—tells when
children use the
language.

on the other
hand—contrasts
the adults’ situa-
tion with the chil-
dren’s situation.

first—shows
the degree of
importance.

usually—explains
the frequency of
the situation.

3.6

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

5.2

5.3

54

55

if—makes a cause
and effect relation-
ship between the
two parts of the
sentence.

for example—
introduces a list of
examples.

in order to—shows
the reason for the
children’s help.

later—explains
when attitudes
changed.

hardly—explains
the degree that
the children are
expected to work.

even—introduces
additional informa-
tion.

they—is the pro-
noun that refers to
modern children.

on the contrary—
contrasts this para-
graph with the
preceding one.

even though—
makes a contrast
between the two
clauses of the
sentence.

as well as—adds
another example.

if—makes a cause
and effect relation-
ship between the
two clauses of the
sentence.

much as—
compares the
situation of farm-
ers with that of
businessmen.

Practice 13

1.

2.

4,

maintain—match-
es the base form
learn

think—matches
the base form
analyze

advancing—
matches the
gerund educating

in—matches ina
small city

10.

improve—matches
the present tense
improves

interesting—
matches the adjec-
tive interesting

You—matches the
pronoun you

engineers—
matches the
nouns teachers
and doctors

where my cousins
still live—matches
the phrase where
my grandmother
grew up

to—matches the
infinitive of pur-
pose to travel
abroad

Practice 14

1.1

1.2
2.1

2.2

3.1

3.2

A—matches jts
product
C—follows the
pattern Ifjt’s
selling...it uses...

C—follows the
pattern They
studied ...

A—matches They
didn’t have to learn
B—follows the
pattern The

we

A—matches the
word contributions

Practice 15

1.1
1.2
2.1
31

B
AandB
C
AandB

Practice 16

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.

Paragraph 1
S

Cx

S

Cx

S
Paragraph 2
Cx

Cx

S

g‘

10.

11.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18,
19.
20.

21.
22,
23,
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S

Cx

Cx

Cx
Paragraph 3
S

€x

S

Exi;
Paragraph 4
S

S

C

Cx
Paragraph 5
S

S

C-Cx

Practice 17

1.1
1.2
2.1
2.2
3.1
3.2

A

> = N0

C

Practice 18

1.1
1.2
2.1

3.1
3.2
4.1
5.1
5.2

6.1
7.1
7.2
7.3

- 8.1

9.1
10.1
11.1

Paragraph 1
like active
bring active

are outweighed
passive

cause active
bring active
destroy active

is active

oppose active
Paragraph 2

cause active

build active
breathe active
will become active

will be covered
passive

pollute active
will be active

will be hurt
passive
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11.2 will be affected
passive

Paragraph 3
12.1 will say active

12.2 will be created
passive

13.1 can have active
14.1 will grow active

15.1 will be built
passive

16.1 will be active

17.1 can cause passive
Paragraph 4

18.1 will change active

19.1 is active

20.1 is active

21.1 knows active

22,1 brings active

22.2 will change active

23.1 will be active
Paragraph 5

24,1 would be helpful
active

24.2 outweigh active

25.1 would be changed
passive

26.1 cannot support
passive
Practice 19
1. A
2,

i
@ > N

5 C

Practice 20

1. E—gives advice
(look for another
opportunity; don't
give up)

2. E—qgives advice
(maybe you
shouldn’t make it
at all)

3. C—explains what
could happen (it
would bring more
variety ..., give us
the opportunity to
amuse ourselves...,
bring more jobs ....)

4, D—ends with
questions (sn't it
important...? Don't
you want...?)

5. D—ends with
questions (...would
12, Could you call
me...7) :

Practice 21

Topic Sentences
Introduction | think that
people, weather, and
politics determine what
happens, not the past.

Paragraph 2 People can
change.

Paragraph 3 The weather
can change.

Paragraph 4 Politics can
change.

Conclusion The direction
of this change, in my
opinion, cannot be
predicted by studying
the past.
Introduction focus:
people, weather, politics
Opinion words

1. |totally disagree

2, Tome

3. [think that

4. | don't believe

5. No doubt

6. On the whole

7. Asarule

8. in my opinion

Practice 22
Topic Sentences

Introduction | think I'd
have to agree that a per-
son’s childhood years
are the most important.

Paragraph 2 No doubt,
the early years are the
time when we learn
about relationships.

Paragraph 3 These are
the years when we
begin our formal
education.

Paragraph 4 These are
the years when we
develop our moral sense
of what's right and
wrong.

Conclusion The founda-
tion is laid, by and large,
in those first few years
of life.

Introduction focus:
learn about relation-
ships, begin our formal
education, and develop
our moral sense of right
and wrong
Opinion words

1. |think

2. toagree

3. No doubt

4. Perhaps

5. Presumably

6. from my point of

view
7. | believe
8. byand large

Practice 23
Topic Sentences

Introduction | believe
that success is more
than how much money
you make.

Pdragraph 2 Most
people assume that
famous people are rich
people, but that isn't
always true.

Paragraph 3 | also
believe that being
respected by coworkers
indicates success.

Paragraph 4 | think
that one of the most
important indicators of
success is knowledge.
Conclusion If history is
the judge of success,
then money surely isn't
everything.
Introduction focus: fame,
respect, knowledge
Opinion words

1. people believe

2. | believe

3. definitely

certainly

| believe .

In my opinion
| think

In my opinion
overall

CHAPTER 4
REVISING
THE ESSAY

Practice 1

1.

3.

4,

8.

9.
10.
11.

12.

13‘

| agree that all
students should
study art and
music in high
school.

Complete sentence

| am assuming that
this is true of
teenagers.

All high school
students must take
physical education
because it is good
for their physical
health.

Complete sentence

Both art and music
are interesting and
help students

to express
themselves.

Students who have
never drawn a
picture will be
surprised when
they start to draw.

It is always satisfy-
ing to try some-
thing new, even if
you find you don’t
like it.

Complete sentence
Complete sentence

It gives us an
avenue for our
emotions and
fears.

The teacher who
taught me how to
play the piano was
very inspiring.
Complete sentence



Practice 2

1.
2.

Sentence OK.

This taught

me important
professional skills
this assured me a
successful career,

I was in college,
computer science
was relatively new.

4. Sentence OK.

6’

7.

They were learning
how to be teach-
ers, journalists, and
economists | was
learning how to
write computer

rograms.
| graduated | had
eight very good
iob offers.
My choice of col-
lege major gave

a lucrati
career it helped in

 my married life.

9.
10.

| married a Naval

officer through the
years we've moved

Sentence OK,

Sentence OK.

Practice 3

1.

20

Students wonder
why teachers
are critical.

A birdbath is a
source of water for
birds when the
weather is hot.

I'd like to have a
garden where |
could grow
vegetables.

We have all we
need, even though
we want more.

As our population
ages, we will need
more services for
the elderly.

Practice 4

1.

5‘

There would be
more money for
schools, libraries,
and other commu-
nity needs.

And combines a
list of things.

Once the buildings
were completed,
the jobs would

be those on the
campus itself and
would include
teachers, office
workers, custodi-
ans, and librarians.
And combines two
sentences with the
same subject.The
subject can be
dropped in the
second clause.

Our community is
a place where
everyone knows
everyone else.
Place can be
replaced with the
subordinating con-
junction where.
Although playing
sports is a wonder-
ful way to learn
discipline, it should
not be the focus

of a university
education.
Although combines
two contrasting
ideas.

Immigrant children
learn their new
language while
playing with other
children and while
going to school.
And combines two
similar ideas.

Practice 5

1‘

A child growing up
has exciting places
to visit in the city.
A child is the one
who is growing up.

. Children who

study art do better
in all subjects,

5.

Children are the 5
ones who study
art.

Reading such as
novels and short
stories fiction is
more enjoyable
than watching a
movie.

Novels and short
stories are exam-
ples of fiction.

English, which is
very idiomatic, is
the language of
diplomacy.

English is the thing
that is idiomatic.

Computer science
attracts many
young people
looking for a
rewarding career.
Young people are
looking for a
career.

Practice 6

Check Essay Model 21 for
the correct punctuation.

" Practice 7

Note: The asterisked cor-
rections are examples.
There are other possible
correct revisions.

1.

P WN

10.

B

C

C

C*, There are many
ways to make a
differencein a
community.

G, | believe that the
activity learning to
read brings hope
to the future.

C, It teaches them
that there are
[other] ways to
view situations.

C, Reading feeds a
child’s creativity.
C, and other
cultures.

A

B

11.

12,

13.

14.
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B Does the child
prefer fantasy
stories, adventure
stories,or non-
fiction?

C

B....what happens
to them is their
own fault.

B. It teaches them
that there are
other ways to view
situations.

Practice 8
1. A
2. A

LW

10.

11.

12.

13.
14,
15.

© ® N o

B

C,The entrance is
difficult to see.

C, A landscaper
could plant trees
suitable to the
area.

B, beautiful

C, more attractive
A

A

B

C

A, Right now, we
don't have a com-
munity recreation
area, but we have
empty land that
isn't used.

Band C
C, for
B,alot

Practice 9

1.
2.
3.

4.

D
C
C

A*, Our school
already has books
in its library, and
it already has
computers,

B, Right now the
reference books in
our library are very
old.
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8.

9.
10.
11.
12,
13,
14.

HOW TO PREPARE FOR

C, You have to wait
for somebody to
return it or you
have to order it
from another
library.

B, They will be able
to do their work
more quickly and
they will learn
important skills,
too.

C
A
A
(s
A

C, too
C, Look up.

Practice 10

1.

2.

Content

Thesis statement®;
Paragraph 1, sen-
tence 5; Parents
can be very impor-
tant teachers in our
lives; however, they
are not always the
best teachers.

Grammar

Sentence frag-
ment; Paragraph 2,
sentence 2; For
example, they may
limit a child’s free-
dom in the name
of safety.

Sentence frag-
ment; Paragraph
3,sentence 1;
Another problem is
that parents may
expect their chil-
dren’s interest to
be similar to their
own.

Misplaced maodifi-
er; Paragraph 4,
sentence 4;
Sometimes par-
ents, especially
older ones, can't
keep up with rapid
social or techno-
logical changes.

5.

THE TOEFL ESSAY

Parallel structure;
Paragraph 5, sen-
tence 3; Our par-
ents teach us, our
teachers teach us,
and our peers
teach us.

Punctuation

Question mark;
Paragraph 3, sen-
tence 3; But what if
the child prefers
art?

Period; Paragraph
5, sentence 5; All of
them are valuable.

Capital letter;
Paragraph 3,
sentence 2; If they
love science...

Spelling

Spelling; Paragraph
4, sentence 1;... on
their values...

Practice 11

1%

3.

Content

Thesis statement®;
Paragraph 1, sen-
tence 3; Overall, |
believe that team
sports have more
to offer in this area.
Supporting
details®; Paragraph
4, sentence 2-4:
Team players have
to show up for
practices and
games on time,
They have to give
their best to every
game.If every
player doesn't do
the best that he or
she can do, the
entire team suffers,

Grammar

Run-on; Paragraph
3,sentence 2 + 3;
Players must learn
to communicate
with other players
to succeed.That is
not true for indi-
vidual sports...

4,

9,

10.

11.

12.

13.

Misplaced
modifier;
Paragraph 5,
sentence 1; All
sports teach
important skills.

Parallel structure;
Paragraph 2, sen-
tence 4;
Cooperation is
important when
throwing and
catching the ball.

Punctuation

Indent; Paragraph
1,sentence 1.

Indent; Paragraph
1, sentence 2.

Indent; Paragraph
1, sentence 3.

Indent; Paragraph
1,sentence 4.

Indent; Paragraph
1,sentence 5.

Period; Paragraph
2, sentence 1; Both
individual and
team sports
emphasize compe-
tition, but team
sports have an
added benefit.

Capital letter;
Paragraph 3, sen-
tence 4; In individ-
ual sports, on the
other hand, there
are no teammates
to interact with.

Spelling

Spelling; Paragraph
4, sentence 1;
Finally, team sports
help...

Practice 12

1‘

Content

Conclusion®;
Paragraph 5,
sentences 1-2; By
studying art and
music in high
school, students
begin to under-
stand themselves
as well as their own

6.

7.
8.

culture and other
cultures.What
could have more
value than that?

Grammar

Fragment;
Paragraph 2, sen-
tence 2; Both are
natural forms of
self-expression.

Misplaced modifi-
er; Paragraph 2,
sentence 3; Just
as our ancestors
drew on the

walls in caves and
made music with
drums,...

Parallel structure;
Paragraph 3, sen-
tence 1; Studying
art and music
means more than
drawing a picture
or playing an
instrument.
Parallel structure;
Paragraph 3, sen-
tence 3; By study-
ing pictures in
museums, by
listening to the
selections in

a musical
program,...

Cohesion;
Paragraph 3, sen-
tence 4;They learn
about what their
society values.

Punctuation
Indent; Paragraph 4

Capital letter;
Paragraph 4, sen-
tence 2; They learn
about what is
important in other
societies.
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